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Obsidian in the natural resource environment:

a methodological perspective

Akira Ono

Abstract
The interaction between natural environment and prehistoric humans will more adequately observe in the
setting of “humans —natural resource environment,” in conjunction of lithosphere, and the floral and faunal
sphere. This paper discusses on accurate methodological issues on the recent obsidian analysis, with particular
emphasis of standardization of geologic source samples among different countries and laboratories. Uniqueness
of obsidian both on geological and archeological lies in the high potential of analytical availability, and this
raises clear the requirement of international networking cooperation for the future research prospects.

Keywords: natural resource environment, obsidian, provenance analysis, sampling standardization



