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Particularities of Asia's Ideas
and Philosophy

A European Perspective
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Despite globalization, Euro-American philosophers have largely resisted familiarizing
themselves with Asian philosophies. The main reason for this is historical and based on
self-perceptions of superior economic prosperity and modernization. In a changing
world where Asian nations have largely caught up with and even overtaken Europe, the
trend still continues, although there are signs indicating greater willingness among the
younger generations to embrace Asian philosophies and transcultural philosophical
ventures in general. Nevertheless, one consequence of this long trend is that Asian
nations understand the West much better than the West understands Asia. In this talk, |
will discuss this unfortunate situation, touch upon some notable differences between
Western and Asian philosophies and take examples of a few Asian philosophical ideas
that the West would greatly benefit from understanding better.
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