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Learn Beyond Borders

Program Director Teruhisa Komuro

Meiji University School of Law and De La Salle University College of Law's relationship
is still in its infancy, but is very strong. We are sharing the value of the fundamental human rights
in legal education, and we are both developing human resources with global perspectives. In this
context we have launched short-term study abroad courses in Manila (since 2014) and in Tokyo
(since 2015) for law students to understand and respect law and culture of the Philippines and
Japan, and to be able to improve the friendly relationship between the two countries.

What we expect from our young law students most is to ‘learn beyond borders’. In order
to solve the problems and improve each society, the knowledge and experiences of the other
country will certainly help. Of course to feel the culture and the hearts of the people will contribute
to further mutual understanding. We hope those who participated in the course will support the

societies and enhance the relationship between Japan and the Philippines.



2. Introduction to DLSU Spring Law Course
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9. Message from DLSU Students

Good relations have to start somewhere right? Well, this student exchange program
is an excellent way to assist you in reaching out to new possibilities. A program
that will help you understand more of other cultures, traditions, and especially
the law. This program will help you understand the inner workings of laws in other
countries; most specifically in the Philippines. Along the way meet new friends,
and long lasting relationships elsewhere other than home. A guaranteed experience
that will make you appreciate the way legislation works—but with a different kind
of flavor.

As students of De La Salle University - College of Law, we will personally aid
you in this journey. We will guide you in your stay, making it a more enjoyable
and learning encounter. Not only you guys, but we DLSU-COL students also enjoy
learning more about Japan through our Japanese exchange students. This program is
a relationship that goes both ways in which we all adopt a ‘give and take’
attitude. We really enjoy doing this program with MEIJI University and hope to
continue this relationship lasting. So I urge you all to come and join this program.

DLSU will gladly welcome you with open arms.

HIAZAITHIR]

I’ ve always been an avid fan of all things Japanese. As I found myself liking
all aspects of Japanese culture that gets reproduced here in the Philippines, I’ ve
always asked myself “are the Japanese really this awesome?” This curiosity I had
within me was so great that I even chose Japanese studies as my university degree.
There, I learned everything there is to know about Japan and the Japanese without
going there myself. But I still felt like I didn’ t know enough. I thought to
myself, a personal experience would be the best way for me to tell whether or not
the Japanese are really as awesome as they seem to be

This is where the Meiji Exchange program enters the picture. Although the program
should be more of a Filipino experience for the Japanese exchange students, I found
that my curiosity with Japan was also becoming full circle
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Everyone in the program was kind and respectful to the Philippine culture. I
couldn’ t believe it when I realized that Japanese people, as represented by the
exchange students, were even more awesome, compared to how they are depicted in
Japanese media.

Even though it was just two weeks, I believe that I learned much more about Japan
than my university degree ever taught me. And I think that’ s great, considering
I didn’ t even go to Japan yet

I’ d like to think that the exchange students also had an equally awesome time
spent here with us.

I’ ve you’ ve ever had an inkling of curiosity about the Philippines, I implore
you to join this program that we share. I promise that there is more than meets
the eye when it comes to Philippine culture and Filipinos in general. Just like
how I realized that Japanese culture and people are also better than what we
already see in media.

And of course, when you do wish to scratch that itch of curiosity about the
Philippines, there’ s no doubt that you should choose this program! I realized
that the people of Meiji University and the De La Salle University College of Law
have a lot in common. And this common ground creates rapport that breaks through

any language or cultural barrier that we would initially have.

E2bHONE)TENELE!

The students likewise engaged in academic trips. They went to the Supreme Court
Court of Appeals, Regional Trial Court of Manila, Malacafiang Palace, and the Senate
of the Philippines. Their visit in the Court of Appeals became more educational
when Justice Reyes and Justice Bato invited them to their office and engaged in a
friendly discussion about Philippine and Japanese legal system and culture. During
the senate visit, the students got a chance to meet Senator Manny Pacquiao and
Senate President Aquilino Pimentel III.

Of course, not all exchange programs limit only to the academic studies. The
students went on a day tour in Canyon Cove, Batangas City. They went Island Hopping
and Snorkeling. The students were very happy to go to a Filipino beach.
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During the Panel Discussion, the students were divided into three groups. One
group presented a comparison of Philippine and Japanese Family Law. The other,
discussed Human Rights. The last group compared Criminal Procedure of both
countries.

On the last day, members of DLSU-International Law Society organized a send-off
party.

They prepared Filipino games such as Calamansi relay and Paper dance. Meanwhile,
a Japanese traditional game ’Fukuwarai’ was played by everyone. A Filipino student
sang a Japanese song and likewise, a Japanese student sang a Filipino song. All
the exchange students presented a song called “Uei o muite” and a dance called
"Koi Dance” which is very popular in Japan right now.

In the end, it is not only the exchange students who learned during their stay
here. The De La Salle students also learned a lot about Japanese law and culture
It was a very memorable experience.

I highly encourage you to join the De La Salle University - Meiji University 2018
student exchange program. This exchange program is a mixture of celebration of
sorts and that of an intensive academic training.

This is an opportunity for you to meet Filipino Law students who share the same
interests and at the same time offer a different perspective. This is also a
learning process to know more about Philippine’ s Legal System, International Law,
and Culture.

Just as with the previous batch, this program will offer various subjects taught
by notable professors who are experts on their respective fields. We will also
engaged in field trips and cultural immersions to experience the Filipino culture.
Trips to the Supreme Court, Law Firms, Senate, and other sites for furtherance of
legal knowledge are also scheduled. We will also engage in a culinary experience
where we will bring you to experience Filipino cuisine among many others.

Join now and we will definitely make you feel at home in the Philippines!
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