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@ A milestone
Teruhisa Komuro
Associate Dean (External), Meiji University School of Law

In March 2014 Meiji University School of law held an inaugural two-week short law course in
collaboration with De La Salle University College of Law in Manila, the Philippines. The five law
students were very warmly welcomed by DLSU law faculty and students, and were able to grasp a
spirit of Philippine law and to taste its culture through interactive lectures and stimulating fieldtrips.
This was also an opportunity for them to consider their own law and society from a different point of
view, in addition to obtain cross-cultural way of thinking. Many of the participants’ experience and
impression are lively described in this brochure.

For both Meiji and DLSU, ‘internationalization’ is one of the key ideas of legal education.
Mutual understandings of lawyers from different countries will be more important in a globalized
society. We would like to extend and enhance opportunities for both Meiji and DLSU students to
study law in the other state and to respect for each other. This program, | believe, must be the first

step and milestone of closer relationship with Meiji and DLSU.
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‘11 Hector Mayel Macapaqal

The president of the law student government

The Exchange Student Program of De La Salle
University-Manila Philippines and Meiji University aims
to form bond and unity between the educations of two
Asian nations. The need for this program is strengthened
with the near coming of the 2015 ASEAN Economic
Integration. It would be highly beneficial for students of

3 R different nations to know or familiarize themselves with
th; cultures of their neighbouring countries.

The first exchange program already occurred last March 2014. Students from Meiji
University: Hidenori Kiyomoto, Masahiro Ogawa, Toshiyuki Ohuchi, Aya Hikami and Megumi
Takagi along with students from De La Salle University — Manila, Philippines had an exchange of
information on what their countries and citizens have: culture, sports, food, hobbies, education, law,
government and many more. Educational tour in the Congress and Senate were also done to ensure
wider perspective of the Philippine legal system. Each student’s knowledge was enriched while
having a pleasurable time with each other.

It is surely a fun, exciting and educational experience for students to engage themselves in the

Exchange Student Program of De La Salle University- Manila and Meiji University.



Justin D.J. Sucganqg

The president of a student organization

The Philippines has the oldest formal legal
education system in Asia. As early as 1734, the Spanish
colonizers established the Faculty of Civil Law in the
University of Santo Tomas. When the Americans came,
the University of the Philippines College of Law brought
the American legal education system to our shores. From

this moment, the then modern Socratic and case methods

were introduced and have become the gold standard in Filipino law schools. In 1991, the Ateneo de
Manila School of Law refined its law curriculum by adopting the Juris Doctor degree, the standard
law degree conferred in the United States. The Philippines, therefore, has a unique advantage in legal
education system since it has the best of both worlds — the civil law and Roman tradition from Spain
and the common law and English tradition from the United States of America.

This enormous gap is what De La Salle University College of Law (DLSU Law) wants to
bridge as the youngest law school in the Philippines. We also take pride in our multidisciplinary and
global perspective in legal education. Thus, DLSU Law is the only Filipino law school with
institutionalized international linkages as part of our internationalization thrusts. In 2014, we started
the Introduction to Philippine Law and Legal Profession program for students of Meiji University
Students.

The Program also incorporate activities that will allow Japanese law students to better
understand the Filipino culture considering our shared historical and cultural heritage with the
Japanese people. Thus, we have field trips to different natural and man-made wonders in the
Philippines. All of these are integrated in the curriculum to ensure that law students who enroll in

this Program will have a more holistic education.
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