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A Study of the Writers and Works of the Shirakaba-ha
(White Burch Society): The prose works of Rigen Kinoshita

Miyakosur Tsutomu

It is notable that Rigen Kinoshita in Shirakaba-ha (White Burch Society), who is known as a poet
today, published novels, short stories, literary sketches and travellers’ journals around the time
Shirakaba was first published in April 1910. This aspect of Rigen has hardly been researched. Given
that, the paper explores what kind of works he actually produced and how they could be evaluated

and appreciated. In so doing, I would like to shed light on an unknown face of Rigen.

Rigen was born in Okyayama prefecture. When he was five, in the wake of the death of his uncle
living in Tokyo, who was a viscount, a former Lord of Ashimori, he left his birth parents to move
to Tokyo, where he was educated at Gakushuin. At the age of 14, by the time he joined Nagizono
school with its president Nobutsuna Sasaki, he had already started publishing a number of tanka,

thirty-one syllabled verses such as Kokoronohana.

Okyd published in June 1907 is one of Rigen’s short stories, which was greatly admired by Naoya
Shiga, who was then an apprentice writer. The work is one of his masterpieces for its completeness
as a message against wars. A short story followed Okyad titled Banreitou published in October 1907
has its strong sense of reminiscence about his hometown Ashimori, but it was met by the criticism of
Naoya Shiga, which Rigen accepted and re-editied accordingly. It is possible to argue that Banreitou

counts as his masterpiece, Rigen wrote no more novels.

Rigen published a number of literary sketches such as Futokoro (May 1910), Kenbutsu (July 1910),
Onnano-hito (August 1910), Nikai (December 1910), Yama (January 1911), Ame (July 1911) Yama-asobi
(November 1911) and Yamano-shuku (March 1912) after Shirakaba was published. What can be
observed in these works are his literary mastery in his depiction of his loneliness, reminiscent of his
hometown Ashimori and natural landscapes. After this, Rigen moved on to devoting himself to make
tanka, which contribute to his fame today as a poet. The paper argues that Rigen as a novelist is

worth exploring and that this aspect of Rigen should be further explored.
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