Coordinator: Prof. Kiernan MEIJI UNIVERSITY

Organized by: Kiernan Seminar students

On Wednesday 24t June 2026 we held an iMeeting at Surugadai Campus. It was just days before the Japan-Sweden World Cup soccer game in the US, so

somewhat appropriate that this iMeeting featured speakers from Sweden and the US. With around 24 participants from Japan, Korea, China, and Germany, -

besides the US and Sweden, including a few brave first and second year students from Izumi Campus, it was a great opportunity for some intercultural

communication.

The first presentation was given by Sebastian and Ahmed about Sweden, Swedish education, and their experiences in Japan. They introduced us to some 2 4 J u N E 2 u 2 6

Swedish words such as “fika” meaning meeting a friend to share time together such as at a café, and “lagom” meaning “just the right amount”- a kind of

sweet spot. These words indicative of Swedish culture, together with the beautiful natural scenery and robust welfare systems certainly made Sweden

sound an attractive place to visit and an enviable place to grow up. Sebastain and Ahmed suggested they would be happy to welcome visitors and to 9

Sweden, and | think there may well be a few keen to take up this generous offer after this talk. All in all, Sweden served as an example of a European

country with a marked contrast to the US. P Exchange Student Talks oo I '

Our second presenter was Anika, originally from Portland in the US but currently study in at the University of Central Oklahoma. To many people in Japan, = . Seb q Lindb 17:00-18:50 e ’
where news about US affairs, not to mention movies, are commonplace, the US has great familiarity. Nevertheless, as Anika explained, the somewhat mmm € astian Lindberg Global L 17E

glamorous image of the US as a wealthy country with a strong sense of equality can seem remarkably different from the stereotype on the inside. She -, . obal Lounge suldng e
highlighted not only the remarkable diversity of the country but a range of social issues facing people in in the US today. Even for those who have visited mmm Ahmed Alskikh Global Front Unbeersity wat
the US many times and followed US affairs, this talk proved a real eye opener. Unlike many exchange students, Anika had spent time in Japan before and =

already seemed both familiar with the culture and attracted to it. =— Anika Larson Surugadai Campus

After the talks we had question time followed by food and drinks and free talk time. All in all, an enjoyable event that passed by all too quickly though |
hope that some of the connections made can extend into the future. Ry

7 o e
RO gt
Special thanks to Meiji SBA staff who took on the preparations, to the students who went shopping and set up the room, to our three presenters and to ftf"f*nff"' N
everyone who participated. s )

Whether or not you were able to attend this time, please look out for more events in the Fall and join to enjoy some international communication and
expand your friendships!
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