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In February 2016, six Meiji students visited Portland State University (PSU) in Portland Oregon for a four-week study
abroad experience. After an overnight flight, the students arrived in Portland excited to see the USA and their new home
city. The first day at PSU consisted of orientation sessions from the university and homestay organization and the
students learned all about the university and getting around in Portland. The students soon bonded with other students
on the PSU program and with the student volunteers who would help them with their studies and field trips throughout
their stay. That evening after a tiring day, the students met their homestay families and enjoyed dinner with them. When
classes began, the IBP students got an introduction to business practices in the US. They learned about logo design and
completed a business plan. During their time in the US, students visited local Portland businesses, including a curry
restaurant owned by a Japanese business man. In addition, they participated in a fun scavenger hunt in downtown
Portland where they gathered information about different American businesses. The following week, the program
included a trip to Seattle where many students enjoyed visiting Pike Place market and a trip to the original Starbucks

Coffee shop! The students also had a chance to go skiing and snowboarding.
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This spring ten students, freshmen and sophomores split evenly between men and women, participated in the IBP Plus
B at San Jose State University between February 14 and March 13. Coming from Tokyo—still in the grips of
winter—we were greeted by warm sunshine and the feeling that spring had already arrived, and shortly after by the
equally warm and ever cheerful homestay families. The next day we went through enrollment procedures, had a
welcome lunch and campus tour. Apart from delays with student cards and some adventurous first bus rides home, the
first week while | was with the students went reasonably smoothly. Classes were scheduled for the afternoons leaving
mornings and evenings free for conversation club, shopping and other activities. Despite signs of jet lag, the students
were all really active in the classes | sat in on which included Business Idioms and Slang, Current Events, Clear
Communication and Exploring Silicon Valley. On the Friday we actually did a first bit of exploring Silicon Valley, with
a guided tour of the San Jose branch of the US Patent Office where the technological designs developed in Silicon

designed venue with high tech rooms where corporate teams could make a case for their patents and even a courtroom
for handling patent disputes. Hearing a group of business students would be visiting from Tokyo, the guide had done
her homework and shared some facts and figures about Japanese patents registered with the office. Following this, we
visited the Intel Museum for a guided tour introducing the history of the silicon chip through this key company. An
introductory session at the university before these visits with one of the teachers went a long way to helping make the
most of these visits, though unfortunately there was no time to answer the many questions the students had prepared. |
had to return on the Sunday but the students kept themselves equally busy at weekends visiting San Francisco, Santa
Cruz and other nearby places as well as more extended trips to Los Angeles with Disneyland and Hollywood and the
spectacular Yosemite National Park. After they returned, | had a chance to interview the students and it was clear that

they had really grown through the trip and brought back a lot more than memories and souvenirs.
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