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Kosaku Dairokuno
President of Meiji University
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Congratulations on your graduation! | want to extend my heartfelt congratulations to all
of you here today who have graduated and completed your studies. We would also like to
extend sincere congratulations to all the families of those graduating students today on
whose shoulders they stand.

| am now wondering what kind of feelings are crossing your mind. In the last two and a
half years leading to your graduation, you have gone through a difficult time caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic. Nobody ever thought it would bring so many challenges to every
aspect of our lives on this scale. Thankfully, since the beginning of the past spring semester,
we could shift most courses from online back to in person classes, except for those which
we found to be much more effective online. Inevitably though, for most of the time leading
to graduation, you had to cope with many restrictions on your academic work and everyday
activities. As the president of this university, | truly regret the hardships you have had to
undergo, working on your graduation and master’'s theses under such difficult

circumstances.

Ironically, the essence of our developed civilization has revealed the "difficulty of being
yourself" and the inherent difficulties human beings face: feelings of vague anxiety, fleeting
reassurance, fear, anger, resistance, and the sense of isolation. Human beings may often
experience the same feelings whenever they encounter absurdity. Although the future is
still uncertain, we will mobilize the knowledge, wisdom, and spiritual strength that we have
cultivated at Meiji University to re-examine the nature of our present form of civilization
and create the next model for a new form of civilization. Just like the three founders of
Meiji University, who faced an era of constant upheavals, | would like you to contribute to
the future of human beings. Their aspirations have been passed on for 140 years, and these
aspirations continue to be passed on to all of you.

"Be strong and move forward!"
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Takashi Yanagiya
Chairperson, Board of Trustees, Meiji University
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To all of you who graduate today or have completed your studies, let me express my hearty
congratulations. Although you have suffered anxiety and confusion because the drastically changed
circumstances caused by the COVID-19 pandemic made studying and living much harder, you
successfully completed your studies at Meiji University with unshakeable faith and untiring effort. |
deeply respect your accomplishment. Furthermore, on behalf of the Meiji University Educational
Foundation, | would also like to extend our congratulations and thanks to all of your families for their
great understanding and support.

The world is now approaching a big turning point which will be the subject of much debate. The
Russian military invasion of Ukraine has fundamentally shaken the international order which had been
established after the Cold War and has accelerated world division. And this has had a significant impact
on the world economy, bringing about big price hikes in goods, energy, and foodstuffs as well as rapid
exchange rate fluctuations. This has led to uncertainty and tension in the global outlook. Further, the
COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on our values and behavioral patterns. It has brought
about increased efforts to accelerate “SDGs”, which are the global targets aiming at creating a
sustainable world, and “Digital Transformation” which aims at improving lives and businesses through
information technology. Society will undergo big changes in the future as the interest in “ABC
technology” increases. This technology takes its name from the first letters of “Al” “Big Data” and
“Cyber Security” which are all essential for the upcoming innovations in society.

Now, let me introduce some wise words by Jacinda Ardern, the 40th prime minister of New Zealand,
from her commencement address at Harvard University. | hope they will help you all as we are now in a
critical situation in which the world is being divided, and as we are heading into the midst of a New
Normal Era in which it is hard to forecast the future. She said, “We are the richer for our difference and
poorer for our division”. She warned that democratic society is collapsing as world divisions accelerate,
and she underlined the importance of accepting each difference with consideration, kindness, and
discussion, not with hate or violence.

Today, | hope that all of you, “from now on, continue to take on the challenges of this new and
changing world positively and interact with as many different people and cultures as possible”.
Sometimes you may be confused by people who have thoughts or values different from yours. However,
such times should offer opportunities for you to deepen mutual understanding by talking seriously to
those people and thereby further your own development, just as Prime Minister Ardern advised.
Confronting yourselves by accepting others, using your own initiative to discover your own “thinking
materials”, and continuing to polish your “ability to think by yourselves”, these are the essence of Meiji
University’s motto of “strengthening the individual”. With the unshakeable “individuality” you have
acquired at your alma mater, Meiji University, and with the indomitable Meiji spirit in your hearts, | hope
that you will become future leaders. Moreover, as a global citizen, | dearly hope that each and every one
of you will contribute to cooperate beyond national and racial differences and to create a harmonious
future for mankind and the global environment.

In conclusion, at present there are 34,000 students at Meiji University, including graduate students. Of
these, 14,738 students benefit from scholarships. Contributions from alumni and others have not only
been used for scholarships but also for the purchase and maintenance of equipment on campus and to
support club activities. | wish all of you graduating today great success in society in the future. When
you find yourself in a position to help your alma mater and its students, please reach out to blue-purple
TASUKI in order to contribute.

On your new departure today, | sincerely wish you all the best for the future, and once again |
" congratulate you all.
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Masaru Kitano
Chairperson of the Alumni Association, Meiji University
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To all our graduates, | would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations on your graduation
today.

As the representative of our alumni association, | welcome all of you from the bottom of my
heart as new members of the association.

The purpose of our activities is to support our alma mater and enhance friendship among all of
our alumni. I've added one more objective that is to encourage interactive support among
members arising from our pure feelings of having graduated from the same school. One example
is the “SHIKON NAVI” which is a map introducing the restaurants managed by our alumni. You
are warmly invited to use this service.

You successfully passed the entrance procedure and have completed your studies at Meiji
University which is tough, and from now on, you will be representing Meiji. What’s important is
to live your lives as alumni without tarnishing Meiji’'s image. Also, | would like you to develop a
thankful attitude as in the phrase “OKAGESAMA”, and a forgiving attitude as in the phrase
“OTAGAISAMA” as a way of living your lives.

Please aim to be a praiseworthy member of society. Remember to support your juniors in the
way of “pay-it-forward” of obligation which you have received from alma mater.

Again, | extend my sincere congratulations to all of you here today.
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