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To Incoming Students of Meiji University and all those concerned:

Congratulations to all our new students here at the Nippon Budokan today! I want to extend my
heartfelt welcome to you on behalf of the entire faculty and staff of Meiji University. This year, for
the first time in the last three years, we are very happy to celebrate the start of college life for new
entrants with their parents and guardians.

Pandemics, such as Covid-19, occur only once in 100 years. This one has brought a profound sense
of "uneasiness" to most people worldwide, resulting in people being caught in a sense of stagnation
that is difficult to explain. After three years of uneasiness and stagnation, we have finally started to
see signs of the end of the pandemic. However, it has still made us question the nature of modern
civilization and the globalization of the economy, whose fruits we have enjoyed for a long time.
Economic globalization has indeed brought immense wealth to the world, which is rare in history.
But it has also created serious problems that transcend national and regional boundaries, such as
energy problems, global warming, inequality of wealth, and the spread of new infectious diseases.
Wealth inequality has created a breeding ground for discrimination, leading to the rise of
authoritarianism that brooks no opposition.

The phrase "VUCA era" has been coined to describe the unpredictability of contemporary society.
It means the Volatility, Uncertainty, Complexity, and Ambiguity of human activities are closely
entangled, just like a rope made of many twisted threads. Under such circumstances, people become
so exasperated and suffer from such a sense of stagnation that they sometimes become unable to
tolerate different values and cultures. Once society is sharply divided, for whatever reasons, it
becomes increasingly difficult to resolve these differences. The Russian-Ukraine War triggered by
Russia's unilateral military invasion of Ukraine is still with us, and the resulting serious human rights
violations are not just problems for Ukraine and Russia. They are problems for every country and
are deeply rooted in modern civilization.

Today, universities are expected to play an important role in confronting the problems that threaten
the survival and dignity of human beings. They are also expected to develop technologies, systems,
ideas, and the wisdom to solve these serious problems that human beings now face. With "Rights
and Liberty" and "Independence and Self-government" as its guiding principles, we believe that our
university must become a base for a research and education hub aiming to create a peaceful society
where everybody can see that life is worth living.

We sincerely hope that all new entrants today will join our endeavor to create a sustainable, peaceful,
and prosperous world. [ am looking forward to seeing you on campus soon.

April 7, 2023
Kosaku Dairokuno
President, Meiji University



