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Today, | extend heartfelt congratulations to all of you who have graduated and
completed your studies here at Meiji. Congratulations on your graduation! We
would also like to sincerely congratulate all the families on whose shoulders those
graduating students today stand.

On May 8th this year, the COVID-19 infection was finally downgraded to a Category
V Infectious Disease, almost equivalent to seasonal influenza. Since then, our daily
lives have gradually returned to normal, as they were before COVID-19 started.
However, the "uneasiness" and "difficulties" caused by the COVID-19 infection over
the past three years have raised fundamental questions about the modern
civilization that humanity has built thus far: "Why did such an infectious disease
pandemic occur? Why couldn't we prevent such a pandemic from spreading in this
modern world of highly advanced scientific technology?"

Economic activities propelled by massive fossil fuel consumption have
paradoxically generated climate change and environmental destruction that may
threaten human survival. We have been reminded that scientific technology, which
was supposed to promote economic activities and enrich human lives, can also lead
to human discrimination and social division. The war initiated by Russia's unilateral
invasion of Ukraine remains unresolved, and the surge toward freedom and
democracy that gained momentum after the end of the Cold War has not
necessarily led to human freedom, equality, and the creation of a peaceful world
order. In some regions, it has even given rise to "authoritarianism" and "populism"
that ignore human rights.

By the midpoint of the 21st century, when you will be at the core of society, finding
solutions to each one of these challenges will be necessary. Those of you who have
personally experienced the COVID-19 pandemic over the past three years will be
expected to reconsider the essence of humanity, the structure of Japanese society,
and the "structure of knowledge" in Japan. | hope you will contribute to creating a
new model for Japanese society in the next generation and, further, a new
civilization model in which humanity can enjoy peace and well-being.

To the graduates and those who have completed their studies, "Move forward with
strength!"



