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Congratulations to all you joyful attendees at today's entrance ceremony. We celebrate
with you and again extend our heartfelt congratulations. We would also like to sincerely
congratulate all the families on whose shoulders those new entrants today stand.

The COVID-19 pandemic in Japan has spanned over three years and generated eight waves,
causing many individuals to face economic difficulties, lose their freedom of movement, or
experience emotional isolation. You, too, may have felt trapped by seemingly
insurmountable challenges leading to an uncertain future. Even amidst such difficult
circumstances, you have persevered through your efforts day by day. Today, as you joyfully
mark your enrollment, | express my heartfelt respect for you as the university’'s president.

The COVID-19 pandemic has not completely ended, but as of May 8th this year, its legal
status has been changed to the equivalent of seasonal influenza, categorized as Type 5.
Since then, our daily lives have gradually returned to a state almost resembling the time
before the spread of COVID-19. Starting from the spring of 2023, all classes have been
offered face-to-face on campus. Furthermore, various restrictions imposed on activities on
and off campus have been largely lifted since the change in the categorization of COVID-
19, leading to increased activities within and outside the university.

However, we are not simply trying to revert to education and research at Meiji University
as it was before the pandemic. We aim to combine the following five elements to
significantly enhance the quality of education and research at our university, equipping you
with the knowledge, skill sets, and ethical perspectives needed to tackle various global
challenges in the post-COVID era. These five elements are: 1) Engaging in discussions on
common issues with domestic and international universities online, even within face-to-
face classes (in seminars). 2) Actively introducing on-demand learning for acquiring
already established knowledge. 3) Developing the ability to analyze various phenomena
through the use of data and the application of mathematical sciences, irrespective of
departments or research fields. 4) Creating a space and environment to gather students
from diverse cultural backgrounds and value systems, to foster various ideas. 5)
Encouraging Japanese students to earn credits and degrees from foreign universities.

The worldwide spread of the novel coronavirus has brought to light issues inherent in the
modern societal, economic, and cultural values and systems we once took for granted.
Universities now have a crucial role in developing the technologies, systems, wisdom, and
ideologies required to address these challenges. We hope that you, our new students, will
participate in our endeavor to pave the way for a new era. The faculty and staff of Meiji
University are fully committed to supporting you, our new students. Let us all, students
and faculty together, imbued with the spirit of "working with a common purpose", overcome
this difficult time and carve out a bright future.



