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Congratulations to all new entrants! We would also like to extend our sincere
congratulations to all the families of students entering today on whose shoulders they stand.

This year, we, along with our faculty and staff, are very happy to be able to welcome all new
students and their parents to the campus to celebrate their admission to Meiji University.
Unfortunately, some of our international students are still waiting in their home countries for
permission to enter Japan because of restrictions caused by the pandemic.

We have endured seven waves of the epidemic over the last two and half years. Many have
faced financial distress, lost their freedom of action, and suffered from emotional isolation. |
can easily imagine that many students entering today have often been caught up in the sense
of absurdity in this situation. Why has the novel coronavirus infection spread so much? Why
couldn't we contain this infection earlier? Why are we losing our freedom of action and
suffering from emotional isolation? The current COVID-19 pandemic, ironically, has brought
out the problems inherent in our existing values and systems (social, economic, and cultural)
that we have taken for granted until now.

Now is the time for universities to address such issues head-on that may threaten human
dignity and human existence. We must develop technologies, systems, wisdom, and ideas for
solving these issues. That is not an easy task because we have to tackle them exactly at the
point when these difficult circumstances are crushing us. However, we have also learned how
to tame the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic: if the university community (students, faculty,
and staff) are united and take responsibility for protecting their rights and freedoms, we will
overcome this disease and restore our vibrant campus life.

The founding philosophy of Meiji University is "Rights and Liberty, Independence and Self-
government." Every member of society needs the spiritual strength to exert self-control to
protect their rights and freedoms through firm resolution. There are a lot of international
students among the Meiji University entrants today, and | would like to express my heartfelt
respect for those students who have decided to leave their home countries to study here in
Japan. | want all new students to join us in this spirit to open up a new era. Meiji University
faculty members and staff are fully prepared to support new students right through to
graduation. Let us all overcome this difficult time together and open up a brighter future under
the spiritual motto of "working with a common purpose."”
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| would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to all our new students on successful entrance
into Meiji University. Although you have suffered anxiety and confusion because the drastically
changed circumstances caused by the COVID-19 pandemic made studying and living much harder, you
made great efforts and overcame these difficult conditions. | would like to welcome you from the
bottom of my heart as you opened a new door into academic life. Furthermore, | would also like to
extend my sincere congratulations to all of your families who have supported you so far.

Meiji University was founded in 1881 by highly motivated young people in their late 20s. That time
was a turbulent period in Japanese history, when the feudalistic Edo era came to an end and the social
structure of Japan was radically changed. Realizing there was an urgent need to modernize Japan
according to the Western model, professors Tatsuo Kishimoto, Kozo Miyagi, and Misao Yashiro, who
had studied French Law, established Meiji in order to encourage the “Study of Law” which they saw as
indispensable to the modernization of Japan and the creation of a new world. This school became Meiji
Law School, which evolved into what is now Meiji University. Since its founding, it has produced
approximately 600,000 graduates to date and we celebrated our 140th anniversary last year. The
passionate spirit passed down from the time of Meiji’s founding includes the founding principles such
as “Rights and Liberty” and “Independence and Self-Governance”. This spirit is embedded in our
school song which embodies these founding principles and characteristics that make Meiji University
what it is today. We encourage you to learn and take pride in the song.

However, the world is now approaching a big turning point which will be the subject of much debate.
The Russian military invasion of Ukraine has fundamentally shaken the international order which had
been established after the Cold War and has accelerated world division. And this has had a significant
impact on the world economy, bringing about big price hikes in goods, energy and foodstuffs as well as
rapid exchange rate fluctuations. This has led to uncertainty and tension in the global outlook. Further,
the COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on our values and behavioral patterns. It has
brought about increased efforts to accelerate “SDGs”, which are the global targets aiming at creating a
sustainable world, and “Digital Transformation” which aims at improving lives and businesses through
information technology. Society will undergo big changes in the future as the interest in “ABC
technology” increases. This technology takes its name from the first letters of “Al” “Big Data” and
“Cyber Security” which are all essential for the upcoming innovations in society.

Now, let me introduce some wise words by Jacinda Ardern, the 40th prime minister of New Zealand,
from her commencement address at Harvard University. | hope they will help you all as we are now in a
critical situation in which the world is being divided, and as we are heading into the midst of a New
Normal Era in which it is hard to forecast the future. She said, “We are the richer for our difference and
poorer for our division”. She warned that democratic society is collapsing as world divisions are
accelerating, and she underlined the importance of accepting each difference with consideration,
kindness, and discussion, not with hate or violence.

What | hope for all of you on this important day is not only that you will study hard but also that you
will take up the challenges of this new and changing world positively. | also want you to work hard and
deepen your relationships with those who have different values and cultural backgrounds from your
own, during your college life. Sometimes you may be confused by thoughts or values different from
yours. However, such times should offer opportunities for you to deepen mutual understanding by
talking seriously to those people and thereby further your own development, just as Prime Minister
Ardern advised. Confronting yourselves by accepting others, using your own initiative to discover your
own “thinking materials”, and continuing to polish your “ability to think by yourselves”, these are the
essence of Meiji University’s motto of “strengthening the individual”.

_ In conclusion, I'd like to repeat my hearty congratulations to you all and may your school days at

\ Meiji be fruitful.
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