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Congratulations to all new students including those from last year whose entrance ceremony was regrettably
canceled because of the COVID-19 pandemic. You are now at the Nippon Budokan with the new 2021
entrants, at the height of the glory of spring. I would like to extend my heartfelt welcome to you too, on
behalf of the faculty and staff of Meiji University. It is with great regret that I have not been able to invite
parents and guardians to the Budokan because of the government’s regulation on the capacity of the
Auditorium caused by the pandemic. We sincerely apologize to our students’ parents and guardians, and all
those concerned who have been looking forward to attending the entrance ceremonies, and witnessing the
start of classes. We ask for your kind understanding at this difficult time.

On this occasion, I would like us all to consider and debate the following issues; Globalization of economic
activity has brought immense wealth, which is rare in history. However, it has also created serious problems
that transcend national and regional boundaries, such as energy problems, global warming, inequality of
wealth, and the spread of novel infectious diseases.

Today, universities are expected to play an important role in confronting the problems that threaten the
survival and dignity of human beings. They are also expected to develop technologies, systems, and ideas,
along with the wisdom to solve these serious problems that human beings now face. With “Rights and
Liberty”, “Independence and Self-government” as our guiding principles, we believe that our university will
become a research and education hub that aims to create a peaceful society in which everybody can see that
life is worth living.

The outlook for the spread of the novel coronavirus infection is still uncertain. However, I have decided to
restore Meiji University as a vibrant research and education hub in every possible way, starting from this
Spring Semester. This is in disregard of the conventional rules, practices, and ideas. Please join us in this

endeavor.

Finally, I would like to share with you the words of Dr. Albert Einstein:
“Out of clutter, find simplicity. From discord, find harmony. In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity.”
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