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“Contemporary International Relations in Northeast Asia with the focus on Japanese Foreign Policy” 
 
This seminar offers lectures, discussions, and readings reflecting on contemporary international 
relations in Northeast Asia (NEA), with a special focus on Japan’s foreign policy. Topics covered 
include: Japan’s participation in the military conflicts of the late 19th-early 20th centuries; Japan’s 
Pacific War (1937-1945); the US occupation of Japan; key issues in Japan’s postwar relations with 
major powers in the region; and the impact of the declining power of the US in regional and global 
affairs. In the course of two years, students will participate in field trips, attend public talks, and 
prepare reports and news analyses pertaining to the topics covered in class lectures. 

 

�������

�����������
 !"#$X�This seminar will begin with an overview of Japan’s history of foreign relations, 
providing students with the historical frameworks for explaining and understanding Japan’s 
contemporary international relations in NEA. The lectures, discussions, and readings will focus on a 
variety of core topics, such as: imperialism in NEA and Japan’s participation in major military 
conflicts of the 19th-early 20th centuries; Japan’s Pacific War (1937-1945); the US occupation of 
Japan; the core issues in Japan’s relations with key powers in the region; the rise of “the rest” and the 
emerging new world order.�
�
 %"#$X�The following topics will be covered: the impact of the declining power of the US in the 
regional and global perspectives; the origins of Japan’s major territorial disputes in NEA; history of 
the dispute negotiations and overview of the most feasible approaches to the settlement of Japan’s 
territorial disputes; the future prospects for Japan’s relations with the key powers in NEA. At the end 
of the 4th year, students will be required to write and present a research paper (thesis) covering one of 
Japan’s territorial disputes or any other controversial issue in Japan’s foreign policy in NEA. 

 
����&'(�)*X� �Yes 
 
�+��,-�.�
��������	�
News Portfolio 30%; Briefing paper 30%; Summaries 20%; General Class Participation 20%  

�������	�
Thesis 60%; Presentations 20%; General Class Participation 20% 

+�/0�123�
���������	

��
� �
(3B), (4A): Fareed Zakaria, “The Post-American World” (Release 2.0 Edition), 2011.  
���
��������	

��
�
(3A): James L. McClain “Japan: A Modern History,” W.W. Norton & Company: New York, 2002; 
Jeff Kingston, “Contemporary Japan,” Wiley-Blackwell, 2011. 
(4B): Thomas J. Schoenbaum, “Peace in Northeast Asia,” Edward Elgar: Cheltenham, UK, 2008.  
In addition, various handouts will be distributed in class as needed. 
 

4�56789:;<=�
1). The seminar sessions will be in English only. Students should have adequate English language 
skills to do well in this course.  
2). Students are required to attend seminar sessions regularly. Any student, who is absent FIVE or 
more times, except absences due to the documented emergencies, will receive a failing grade. 

>�?@�.�
The students will have to write a short report in English describing their interest in this seminar. 
A���BCDE97�FGHFI<=�
It is highly desirable that the students have completed basic courses in Political Science and/or 
International Relations prior to taking this seminar. �
J�K�L�
Seminar events and additional information will be announced in class. 
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�'Î Notice���12��|��'()9�{|�ýr;��h()*Basically, this 
seminar will be held in Japanese, but English is highly welcome. 
�Special note for German speakers�Während die Diskussionssprachen Japanisch und Englisch 
sind, ist es auch möglich, Arbeiten auf Deutsch zu schreiben. 
�
�����������
�
�
�Performances” in Daily Life and Art Scenes 
�I am sure I gave a good performance during the interview”. - Haven’t you heard such expression? 
But what is a “performance”? Doesn’t it depend on audiences, situations, countries or cultural 
contexts, whether a performance is good or bad? On the other hand, �performance� can be a genre 
of art. After watching the performance, writers report saying for example: �This performance was 
so bad it can be ignored.���Performances� in daily life and art scenes � The one in daily life can 
serve as a reference when thinking about the one in art scenes and vice versa. This is the core 
concept of this seminar. Each student is expected to research a theme related to the term 
“performance.” 
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Each student is required to write a statement based on her/his own interest and then write a thesis. 
The core activities in each session are reporting about working processes and exchanging opinions 
among the students. 
 !"#�+����
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[Spring semester] After some introductory activities in the first sessions, each member introduces 
a book or an article that interests her/him. Together with this book or article, 20 sources should be 
listed with comments. This source list with comments is the term paper (A) which has to be 
submitted at the end of the semester. 

[Fall semester] The students modify the source list, select quotes from the 20 sources (They 
should be used in the thesis) and write the statement (This will be the conclusion of the thesis). The 
modified source list with comments, quotes and the statement will be the term paper (B) which has 
to be submitted at the end of the semester. 
 %"#�4����
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[Spring semester] The members work on the structure of the thesis based on the term paper (B). A 
table of contents should be written including descriptions on the content of each chapter. This table 
of contents is the term paper (C) which has to be submitted at the end of the semester. After 
submission of term paper (C), each student starts writing the thesis. 

[Fall semester] Each student introduces a part of her/his thesis. Its content and next working steps 
will be discussed in class. 
����&'(�)*���
����

Required 
�+��,-�.����	�������

<3rd Year> Contributions made during each session (30%), presentations (30%), term papers 
(40%) 

<4th Year> Spring semester: same as during the 3rd year; Fall semester: Contributions during each 
session (20%), presentations (20%), thesis (60%) 
+�/0�123��
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Depending on each student’s research topic, references will be recommended in class. 
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Active participation during class and doing homework are basic requirements. Being absent or 
being late for class without any prior notification will have an effect on students’ grades. 
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Submitting a short report (approx. 1000 letters in Japanese or 500 words in English) and taking an 
interview. The report must be sent by email to hagi@meiji.ac.jp until two days before the day of the 
interview. The topic for the short report is: The relation between (a) the term “performance”, (b) your 
current interests and (c) your future vision after graduation. 
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Please read at least three books related to the topic “performance”. Every time you finish one 
book, please report about it (author, title, year of publication, publisher, content and your own 
opinion) by email (hagi@meiji.ac.jp). 
J�K�L�¡��
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A three-days-seminar will be held during the summer vacation in one of the seminar houses of 
Meiji University. Students will also occasionally watch plays during the semester. 
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