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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to compare English education and student motivation between Japan
and Finland. While Japanese English proficiency is not satisfactory compared to other countries,
many Finnish people acquire a high level of English (ETS, 2021; EF Education First, 2021). Based
on previous studies, the author theorized that there are three major success factors in Finland’s
English education: quality of teachers, textbooks, and student motivation. Among these three,
research on a comparison of student motivation between Japanese and Finnish students has been
particularly few yet; thus, the author attempts to figure out the reasons behind Finnish stronger
motivations than Japanese ones, employing qualitative research. The interviews for eight participants
(four Japanese university students, three Finnish university students, and one Finnish preparing for
university) were conducted online. The interviews were analyzed based on L2 Motivational Self
System presented by Dornyei (2005). As a result, the author discovered that L2 use (use of English
in their lives) and entrance exams for Japanese universities and high schools could be two main
differences that affect Japanese and Finnish students’ motivation. In the end, the author claims the
importance of considering L2 use with L2 Motivational Self System when we analyze learners’
motivation because they are strongly connected, as this study indicates.
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CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION
English is widely used as a lingua franca in many situations as it has become the global
language of business. Approximately 1.75 billion people (including second-language learners)
currently use English (Statistics & Data, 2021). English skills are crucial when communicating with
foreigners in this globalized world; therefore, many countries are keen on English education. In fact,
142 countries have mandated learning English in their national education (The University of
Winnipeg, 2022).
Japan also has put a significant amount of effort into English education for a long time.
Japan’s national English education started in the 1870s. At first, English was taught
in particular schools, and only the elite studied English. Since the 1900s, English has
been introduced widely in many schools. Although English education was stopped

temporarily during the war, English became a school subject after World War ||

(Saito, 2007).
From then on, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT) has tried
to improve Japan’s English education for the last 80 years. Despite a great amount of effort toward
the betterment of English education, Japanese people’s English proficiency seems unsatisfactory.
There could be more room for improvement in Japan’s English Education.

By comparing Japan with other countries whose citizens achieve high proficiency in English,
this paper attempts to shed light on the issues and unsuccessful factors in acquiring English for the
Japanese people. In this study, the author focuses on Finland because of its English education
success and analyzes their success factors. The insights into teachers, textbooks, and students’
motivation, will hopefully be assets for English teachers to improve their teaching.

CHAPTER 2 LITERATURE REVIEW AND AIMS OF STUDY
2.1 Japan’s English Education
2.1.1 Current Japanese English Level

Japan is often known as an unsuccessful country in terms of English Education. A report from
Educational Testing Service (ETS) (2021) states that Japanese people’s average score of TOEFL iBT
was 73 in 2020. As Table 1 below shows, 73 scores are relatively lower than those of other Asian
nations with similar linguistic and cultural characteristics. Moreover, there is an English online test
run by an international education company called EF Education First. According to EF Education
First (2021), students and workers in 112 countries took the test in 2021. The institution reports that
Japan is 78™ among those 112 countries and categorized as a “Low-Proficiency” out of five groups:
Very High Proficiency, High Proficiency, Moderate Proficiency, Low Proficiency, and Very Low
Proficiency (EF Education First, 2021). Although these scores are not perfect ways to define the
English level of countries, they are one of the objective indications that Japanese people have lower

proficiency in English than people in other countries.



Table 1: Asian countries’ scores on TOEFL iBT in 2020 (ETS, 2021)

R Re e, e, e o e,
24 O dd pea Ola

1 Singapore 25 25 24 25 98
2 India 24 25 24 24 96
3 Malaysia 23 24 22 24 94
3 Pakistan 22 23 24 23 94
5 Hong Kong 23 24 22 23 91
6 Phiippines 21 23 23 23 90
7 Bangladesh 21 22 22 22 88
7 Indonesia 22 23 21 22 88
7 Viet Nam 22 22 21 22 88
10 North Korea 22 23 22 21 87
10 South Korea 22 23 22 21 87
10 China 23 22 20 22 87
10 Macao 22 22 21 22 87
14 Kazakhstan 21 22 22 21 86
14 Nepal 20 22 22 22 86
14 Myanmar 21 22 21 22 86
17 Sri Lanka 20 22 22 21 85
17 Taiwan 22 22 20 21 85
19 Thailand 21 22 20 20 83
19 Azerbaijan 20 20 22 21 83
19 Mongolia 20 22 20 20 83
22 Uzbekistan 19 21 21 20 80
23 Afghanistan 17 19 21 20 78
24 Cambodia 17 19 20 20 77
24 Turkmenistan 18 20 20 19 7
26 Kyrgyztan 17 19 20 18 75
27 Japan 19 19 17 18 73
28 Tajikistan 15 17 20 18 69
29 Bhutan N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Lao, People's
30 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Democratic Republic




2.1.2 Brief Summary of the Recent Renovation of English Education in Japan

Over the last decade, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology
(MEXT) has drastically changed English education in Japan. Since 2011, elementary schools have
provided “foreign language activities” to 5th and 6th grades as opportunities for pupils to be exposed
to English (MEXT, 2008). In 2013, the new version of the Course of Study demanded that teachers
should conduct English classes using the English language in high schools (MEXT, 2009). On top of
that, the MEXT has moved forward English education again. They introduced “foreign language
activities” from 3rd grade and “English” as a compulsory subject from 5th grade in elementary
schools in 2020 (MEXT, 2017). Moreover, due to the revision of the Course of Study, Japan’s
English education started to put more emphasis on student-centered, active, and conversational
learning in English classes, whereas the teacher-centered grammar-translation method had prevailed
before (MEXT, 2017; Saito, 2007). It also states that junior high school students should study 1,600-
1,800 English words, although the former objective was 1,200 words until 2021(MEXT, 2017,
2018). In these ways, the MEXT has strived to improve English education; however, the results do
not seem satisfactory or ideal. People will find out the effects of these changes in the education
system years later.

2.2 Reasons for Comparing Japan with Finland
2.2.1 High Achievement in Education

Finland’s education has globally drawn attention over the last few decades because of
excellent results of PISA (Fukuda, 2021; Ito, 2014; Iwatake, 2019; Nakamura, 2014). “PISA is the
OECD's Programme for International Student Assessment.” PIS4 measures 15-year-olds’ ability to
use their reading, mathematics and science knowledge and skills to meet real-life challenges”
(OECD, n.d). Thus, much research on Finland’s education has been conducted.

Finland has succeeded in English education as well. Data from E7S shows that Finland’s
average TOEFL iBT score was 96 in 2020 (Educational Testing Service [ETS], 2021). As Table 2
shows, Finland is ranked the 13 highest country in the average TOEFL iBT scores. Furthermore,
according to EF EPI, Finland is ranked 9" among 112 countries and categorized as a Very High
Proficiency (the top group out of 5) in 2021 (EF Education First, 2021).

What makes people even more interested in Finland’s English education is its total class hours.
Until high school, Finland’s English class hours in schools are only about two-thirds of Japan’s ones
at the time of 2015. In addition, cram schools do not exist in Finland (Ito, 2015). This means that
studying at school is a principal education for students. With small numbers of class hours, Finland
has succeeded in developing the citizens’ English proficiency.



Table 2: Top 18 Countries in the 2020 TOEFL iBT (ETS, 2021)

1 Austria 25 27 26 25 102
2 Switzerland 25 26 25 24 100
3 Netherland 24 26 25 24 99
3 Slovenia 25 26 24 24 99
3 Belgium 25 26 24 24 99
6 Singapore 25 25 24 25 98
6 South Africa 23 25 26 24 98
6 Luxembourg 24 26 24 24 98
6 United Kingdom 24 25 24 24 98
6 Denmark 24 26 25 24 98
11 Canada 24 25 24 24 97
12 Finland 24 26 23 23 96
12 India 24 25 24 24 96
12 Croatia 24 26 24 23 96
12 Australia 24 25 24 24 96
12 Iceland 24 26 24 23 96
12 Hungary 24 25 23 23 96
12 Greece 24 25 23 24 96
2.2.2 English for Finnish

Japan and Finland have similar characteristics that affect English learning; thus, it makes sense
to analyze English education in Finland to figure out issues surrounding Japan’s English education.

Firstly, English is regarded as a “foreign language” in both Finland and Japan, not as a
“second language.” Kachru’s three concentric circles model of the English language categorizes
English speakers into three groups: inner circle, outer circle, and expanding circle (Kachru, 2006).
People, who belong to the inner circle, use English as their mother tongue, like American, British,
and Australian. People in the outer circle use English as another public communication language
(second language) such as Indians and Singaporeans. People, who are grouped in the expanding
circle, use English as a foreign language, which is not widely used by the people of that country.
Both Japanese and Finnish belong to the expanding circle.

Secondly, Japanese and Finnish languages have cultural and linguistic differences from
English. Linguistic distance refers to how different one language is from another. This is one of the
factors affecting language acquisition, and the more similarities two languages share, the easier
learners seem to acquire another (Lado, 1957, as cited in Hiromori, 2015). When languages are
categorized into five groups based on the linguistic distance from English, the Finnish language is in
the IV category as Table 3 illustrates (Foreign Service Institute, n.d). Although the Finnish language
is more akin to English than the Japanese language, English is still considered relatively difficult to
be acquired by speakers of Finnish in comparison with the speakers of other languages who also

achieved high attainments in English such as Dutch and Danish.



Even though the Finnish are in expanding circle and acquiring English is hard for speakers of
Finnish because of linguistic reasons, many Finnish people have gained high proficiency in English,
which increases our curiosity about English learning of the Finnish people. Therefore, this paper
attempts to unravel positive factors for language acquisition in Finland.

Table 3: The level of acquiring a language for native English speakers (Adapted from Foreign
Service Institute, n.d.)

Category 1: languages that are very similar to English
Study hours: 23-24 weeks

Danish, Italian, Spanish, Dutch, Norway, German, Swedish, Portuguese, Rumanian,
etc.

Category 2: languages that are similar to English
Study hours: about 30 weeks

French

Category 3: language that are culturally or linguistically different from English
Study hours: about 36 weeks

Indonesian, Kiswahili, Malay, German etc.

Category 4: language that widely culturally or linguistically different from English
Study hours: 44 weeks

Albanian, Azerbaijani, Bosanko, Bulgarian, Croatian, Czech, Finnish, Greek, Hebrew,
Hindi, Hungarian, Icelandic, Mongolian, Mongolian, Russian, Tagalog, Thai,

Vietnamese, Turkish, etc.

Category 5: language that are very difficult to be acquired by English native speakers.
Study hours: 88 weeks

Arabic, Chinese, Korean, Japanese.

2.3 Three Major Success Factors in English Education in Finland
The author theorized three major success factors in Finland’s English education based on
previous research, and they are quality of teachers (teaching quality), textbooks (teaching method),

and learners’ motivation.

2.3.1 Quality of Teacher (Teaching Quality)

Teachers play significant roles in learning English for their students. Teachers in Finland’s
schools have been trained well, which helps them acquire deep knowledge about education and the
English language.

First of all, in order to be a teacher, students in Finland need to study more compared to those
in Japan. Like Japanese students, to be an English teacher, Finnish students have to take education



courses while majoring in English, humanity, or social science-related subjects (Ito, 2014). In
addition, a master’s degree is required to be a teacher at all levels of schools in Finland, whereas it is
not necessary in Japan (Finnish Ministry of Education and Culture, 2016; MEXT, 2022). According
to the MEXT, only 15.9 % of high school teachers, 7.5% of junior high school teachers, and 4.7% of
elementary school have a Master’s degree in Japan (2021). Moreover, during studying at university,
Finnish students usually experience over six months-long of practical training in total at both private
and public schools. In contrast, Japanese students usually undertake only three weeks-long of
practical training in one school (Yonezaki, 2020). Hence, these systems prepare Finnish students
well to be a teacher beforehand.

Secondly, students in Finland are more likely to be taught English earlier by an English expert
than those in Japan are. To begin with, foreign language subjects start from the 1st grade in
elementary schools in Finland, whereas they start from the 3rd grade in elementary schools in Japan
(Eurydice, 2022; MEXT, 2018). Moreover, in Finland, teachers, who have an English teacher
license, teach English in elementary schools in most cases. On the other hand, teachers having an
English teacher license teach English from junior high school in Japan. Generally, regardless of
teachers’ English level, teachers who are in charge of the homeroom class teach English at
elementary schools in Japan (Yonezaki, 2020). In this way, students in Finland are taught English by
English experts earlier than those in Japan.

Lastly, the class size differs between schools in Finland and Japan. OECD Indicators states
that the average number of students per classroom in Japanese primary schools is about 27, whereas
that in Finnish primary schools is about 20 (2021). This means that teachers in Finland can pay
attention to each student more easily and interact with students more often.

Based on these three factors, we could say that Finland’s students receive higher-quality
English education earlier than Japan’s students do.

2.3.2 Textbook (Teaching Method)

Textbooks and teaching methods are strongly connected, and they affect how students learn
English. However, teaching methods differ from one teacher to another; therefore, in this part, the
author focuses more on the difference between Japan’s English textbooks and Finland’s.

English textbooks used in Finland are thicker than those in Japan, thus having a greater
number of vocabulary, practices, language activities, stories, and so forth. According to research on
English textbooks in 2020, the textbooks in Finland consist of nearly three times greater number of
pages than the textbooks in Japan (Yonezaki & Kawami, 2020). To be more specific, students in
Finland are more likely to be exposed to various kinds of vocabulary and sentences. The total
number of vocabulary and sentences appearing in the textbooks for elementary schools and junior
high schools in Finland surpasses those in the textbooks for elementary schools, junior high schools,
and high schools in Japan at the time of 2015 (Ito et al., 2015, see Tables 4 and 5). Moreover,

Finland’s textbooks provide more well-balanced practice.



As Table 6 illustrates, notable differences between their textbooks are as follows: (a) the practice

of vocabulary and expression are much more provided in Finland’s textbooks than in Japan’s

ones; (b) the practice of writing and presentation is also provided more in Finland’s textbooks

than in Japan’s ones; (c) about a half of practice is occupied by grammar practice in Japan’s

textbooks; (d) the practice of translation is not in Japan’s textbooks. (Yonezaki & Kawami, 2020)

In addition, in classrooms in Finnish schools, we can often see that students engage in pair or

group work, and teachers play the role as a facilitator to prompt their students to communicate with
one another (Ito et al., 2015; Yonezaki, 2020). In these ways, students in Finland learn English by
experiencing various types of activities with their textbooks and interacting with their peers more
than those in Japan do.

Table 4: the number of vocabulary and sentences in Finland’s English textbooks (Ito et al., 2015)

Elementary School Junior High School
Year Total
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
3751 (total
Vocabulary 827 1,008 799 981 1,702 2,690 of junior 7,366
high school)
Sentences 538 925 1,355 1,652 1,146 2,448 1,954 10,018

Table 5: the number of vocabulary and sentences in Japan’s English textbooks (Ito et al., 2015)

Elementary School Junior High School High School
Year Total
D 7 ] 8 ] 9 o [ u [ e
Vocabulary 285 1,200 1,800 3,285
Sentences N/A 33 | 507 [ 482 4,047 5,469

Table 6: the number of each type of practice in Finland’s and Japan’s textbooks. (Ito et al., 2015;
Yonezaki & Kawami, 2020)

Year 1 2 3 Total
Country Finland Japan Finland Japan Finland Japan Finland Japan
Content Practice 106 39 150 51 185 38 441 128
Vocabulary and Expression
47 3 92 5 97 3 236 11
Practice
Grammar Practice 40 88 55 65 57 51 152 204
Translation Practice 25 0 31 0 44 0 100 0
Writing Practice 20 9 30 20 52 19 102 48
Presentation and Survery
. 11 7 6 16 39 18 56 41
Practice
Others 28 62 45 45 11 36 84 143

2.3.3 Learners’ Motivation
2.3.3.1 History of Motivation Research in SLA

Motivation contributes to successful language acquisition. According to Cambridge
Dictionary (2022), motivation means ‘enthusiasm for doing something’ and willingness to do
something. There are many theories and models regarding motivation. Traditionally, based on the

social-psychological approach, motivation for second language acquisition was divided into two



kinds of definitions: integrative orientation (motivation) and instrumental orientation (motivation)
(Gardner & Lambert, 1972). Regarding language learning, integrative motivation is the motivation
that drives people to integrate into the target culture (Gardner & Lambert, 1972). On the other hand,
instrumental motivation is the motivation that drives people to achieve a particular goal through
studying English such as promotion and high grades (Gardner & Lambert, 1972).

However, many researchers later started to examine motivation from cognitive perspectives
and educational psychology. The L2 Motivational Self System is now one of the prevailing concepts
of motivation. Dornyei theorized that L2 Motivational Self System has three components: ideal L2
self, ought-to L2 self, and L2 learning experience (2005). “Ideal L2 self refers to the L2-specific
specific of one’s ideal self (Ddrnyei, 2005).” “Ought-to L2 self refers to the attributes one believes
one ought to possess to avoid possible negative outcomes (Doérnyei, 2005).” “L2 Learning
Experience concerns situation-specific motives related to immediate learning environment and
experience (Dornyei, 2005).”

A great number of studies have been conducted around the concept of the L2 Motivational Self
System, and they indicate that the three constituents of the system are “a good predictor of intended
learning effort” (Moskovsky et al., 2016). For example, according to the study of five hundred and
ten Iranian high school students, their ideal L2 self and L2 learning experience were the principal
motivators that encouraged their behavior. In addition, their ought-to L2 self has a negative
correlation with hesitation that adversely influences students’ motivated behavior (Khany & Amiri,
2018). In this way, L2 Motivational Self System can be an appropriate framework when comparing

and analyzing students’ motivation.

2.3.3.2 Japanese and Finnish Students’ Motivation

With regards to students’ motivation in Finland and Japan, previous research indicates that
students in Finland tend to have the stronger motivation and a more positive attitude toward studying
English than those in Japan (Ito, 2014). The remarkable differences in attitude toward English
between students in Finland and Japan are as follows: (a) Finnish students have a stronger integrative
motivation, (b) use English more often on a daily basis, and (c) enjoy learning English in schools
more (Ito, 2014). Highly motivated students in Finland are one of the factors that are conducive to

higher English proficiency in Finland than in Japan.

2.4 Objectives of this Study

This paper has categorized three major factors that contribute to Finnish English proficiency
based on previous research: quality of teachers (teaching quality), textbooks (teaching methods), and
learners’ motivation. While we are already familiar with the reasons why Finland has been able to

maintain a high quality of teachers and textbooks, we do not yet unravel the reasons for the stronger



Finnish motivation toward learning English. Students’ motivation is affected by many factors such as
their identity, interests, the environment, and social pressure. Hence, a research question is as
follows:

Why do Finnish students have a stronger motivation for English learning than Japanese
students?

In other words, what are the different factors that affect Japanese and Finnish students?

As Ushioda presents a person-in-context relational view (2009), we cannot generalize people’s
motivation because everybody has a different personality, interests, and background and reacts
differently to certain factors. Motivation is thought to emerge through the complex system of
interrelationships between learners and micro/macro contexts. Therefore, we cannot identify a
definite element that increases or decreases their motivation. This paper attempts to figure out the
factors that are likely to affect students’ motivation in Japan and Finland. Based on the answers to
the interviews, students’ motivation will be analyzed from the L2 Motivational Self System

perspective.

CHAPTER 3 METHOD
3.1 Instruments

In order to address the research question, this study adopted the semi-structured interview of
qualitative research. The interviews for eight participants were conducted in an online setting
through Zoom. The questions for the interviews were created based on noticeable different attitudes
toward English between Japanese and Finnish students, which are highlighted by the previous
literature. 13 questions in total were prepared beforehand and answered by participants (see
Appendix 1). Participants were further asked follow-up questions in accordance with their answers to
the questions.

The interviews were done in Japanese and English for Japanese and Finnish participants,
respectively. All Finnish participants’ English level was around C1 in the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages: (CEFR) (Council of Europe, 2023), which means they have
enough abilities to express their ideas in English. The average time of interview for Japanese
participants was approximately 25 minutes, while that for Finnish participants was about 50 minutes.
Given that Finnish participants answered the questions in English, which is not their mother tongue,
a longer time was needed to let them express their thoughts fully and make sure of what they said.

All the interviews were recorded, and the transcripts were precisely created. During the
recorded interview, all participants stated they agreed that their information would be used in this
study with their pseudonyms.

3.2 Participants

Eight participants, who graduated from Japanese or Finnish high schools within four years, were

interviewed. Four were Japanese university students, while the other three were Finnish university



students and one Finnish participant was preparing for university. They were expected to have a
fresh memory of high school English classes. The tables below show basic information about these
eight participants; their names are pseudonyms.

Table 7: Japanese participants’ basic information

Starting age of
Name |Age |Grade Major learning English
Business
Satoru |19 Freshman  |Administration Age of 6
Haruka |20 Sophomore |Sociology Age of 11
Mai 19 Freshman |International studies |Age of11
Yuna |19 Freshman |International studies |Age of 11

Table 8: Finnish participants’ basic information

Starting age of
Name |Age |Grade Major learning

Richard |24 3" year student |Programming Age of 5

Mary |24 4thyearstudent Nordic languages |Ageofg
Engineering with

Jean 21 Sophomore economics Age of 9

Blair |20  |Notin a university [N/A Age of g

3.2.1 Japanese Participants
(1) Satoru

Satoru is a 19-year-old university student living in Tokyo. He is a first-year student who majors
in Business Administration. According to him, he has been studying English since elementary school
and has studied English mainly at schools, a cram school, and the university. He went to a private
high school and entered the university last year. He also studied abroad in the UK for a few weeks at
the age of 15.
(2) Haruka

Haruka is a 20-year-old university student living in Tokyo. She is a sophomore student who
majors in sociology. According to her, she has been studying English since she was in elementary
school. She has studied English mainly at schools, a cram school, and the university. She went to a

private high school and entered the university two years ago. She also has experience staying abroad



for one week on a school trip twice. She went to the United Kingdom when she was in junior high
school, and she went to the United States when she was in high school.
(3) Mai

Mai is a 19-year-old university student living in Kanagawa. She is a first-year student who
majors in international studies. According to her, she has been studying English since elementary
school. She has studied English mainly at schools, a cram school, and the university. She went to a
public high school and entered the university last year. She has not experienced going abroad.

(4) Yuna

Yuna is a 19-year-old university student living in Kanagawa. She is a first-year student who
majors in international studies. According to her, she has been studying English since elementary
school. She has studied English mainly at schools, a cram school, and the university. She went to a
private high school and entered the university without an entrance exam because the high school was
associated with the university. She has traveled to Australia and Korea for one week and studied
abroad in the UK for three weeks.

3.2.2 Finnish Participants
(1) Richard

Richard is a 24-year-old university student living in Finland. He is a third-year student who
majors in computer science. According to him, he has been studying English since the age of five,
and he has studied it mainly at school. He went to a public high school and entered university in
2019. He has been to European countries many times and Japan once.

(2) Mary

Mary is a 24-year-old university student living in Finland. She is a fourth-year student who is
majoring in Nordic languages. According to her, she has been studying English since elementary
school and has studied it mainly at schools. She went to a public high school and entered university
in 2018. She has been to Sweden, Germany, and Croatia for one week each. In addition, she was in
Denmark for two months.
(3) Jean

Jean is a 21-year-old university student living in Finland. She is a second-year student who is

majoring in engineering with economics. According to her, she has been studying English since
elementary school and has studied it mainly at school. She went to a public high school and entered
university in 2020. She has been to approximately 20 countries.
(4) Blair



Blair is a 20-year-old lady living in Finland who is not currently a university student and
preparing to enter university. According to her, she has been studying English since elementary
school and has studied it mainly at school. She graduated from high school in 2020, and she has been
to Germany once.

3.3 Data Analysis

The interviews with transcripts were analyzed based on both inductive and deductive coding
methods presented by Sato (2008). Inductive coding was employed to avoid missing every statement
that participants made and to analyze their thoughts and experience carefully. As an open coding,
each statement was given a particular name (title). However, to analyze the interviews with a solid
framework (theory), deductive coding was also employed for this study. Every code from inductive
coding was categorized into three components from L2 Motivational Self System: ideal L2 self,
ought-to L2 self, and L2 learning experience. Nevertheless, some participant comments cannot be
included in these three categories; thus, the author made a new category, L2 use (their language use),

for those comments.

CHAPTER 4 FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

According to the interview, as a premise, all participants thought that English is important to
have, and everyone had the same and similar reasons. All participants said that English as a common
language plays an important role as a means of communication. In addition, three participants (Yuna,
Mary, and Jean) said that English is also useful for getting information. Although everyone
recognized the importance of English for similar reasons, they had different levels of goals as
English speakers.

This chapter will describe findings and discussion from the analysis of their interview about
possible factors that may affect Japanese and Finnish people’s motivation. They are divided into four
sections as the same as the four categories for the analysis: L2 use, ideal L2 self, ought-to L2 self,
and L2 learning experience. The author discovered that there might be a strong connection between
L2 use and the three components of L2 Motivational Self System, and they influence each other, as

demonstrated below.



Image 1: Influence between L2 use and L2 Motivational Self System

L2 Usein real
life

Ideal L2 Self

L2 Learning
Experience

Ought-to L2 Self

4.1 L2 Use

Each participant used English for a different purpose, and opportunities to use English varied
depending on the person. There were mainly three indications about Japanese and Finnish people’s
L2 use from the interview.

4.1.1 Few Opportunities for Japanese

All Japanese participants used English for entertainment purposes, and only Yuna used English
outside of classes for various purposes. On the other hand, Satoru, Haruka, and Mai said that they
used English only when listening to English songs or watching English movies. For example, Satoru
said, “I only use English when listening to English songs,” and Haruka said, “I don’t use English at
all, but maybe a little with movies.” In addition, Yuna said, “I watch English movies roughly twice a
month ... I listen to English songs almost every day, and I just enjoy them ... As for speaking in
English, I talk with international friends two days a week ... and I read news in English very two
Days ... (Interviewer: Do you use English for social media or YouTube?) Yes, I follow foreign
celebrities on Instagram.” Three participants use English for only songs and movies, which implies
that they do not have a chance to utilize English unless they actively use English by themselves.
According to the studies about the use of English among Japanese people, the main purpose of using
English was songs and movies (JGSS, 2006, as cited in Koiso, 2009). While around 25% of Japanese
people use English for songs and movies, only about 7% use English to communicate with their
friends or travel (JGSS, 2006, as cited in Koiso, 2009). In this way, as a previous study validates,
many Japanese people may not have opportunities to utilize English for communicative purposes.



4.1.2 Finnish in European Community

All Finnish participants used English for entertainment, communication, and information
gathering. Particularly, there were interesting findings with regard to communication and
information gathering.

All participants stated that they used English when communicating with foreigners and
international students. While they mentioned their use of English, the word associated with the
European community appeared many times in their remarks. For example, Richard said, “For
example, in Europe, when I've been traveling, every country that I go to, they speak English. The
people, the young people speak English, even the old people sometimes.” Furthermore, Mary said,
“When you think about word life, it's almost like in Europe, it's almost like, they don't demand it (to
speak English) because they already assume they think you can. It's like an assumption already. it's
so, of course in Europe, I think it's good to know other languages too.” Finally, Blair said, “We
speak English, so it's it's it's very easy thing to rely on. And like speaking from experience, working
with people who have come from all over Europe, I've been working with Polish people and Spanish
and Italian.” In this way, they mentioned their experience and ideas of using English with people in
other European countries. Although, as a country, Finland is included in expanding circle in
Kachru’s model, when it comes to the European community, Finnish might need to communicate
with various people in English or other languages. In fact, the concept of multilingualism is

highlighted by European Union (EU). Multilingual means:

“(a) a situation in which several languages are spoken within a certain geographical area; (b) a
person’s ability to master several languages; (c) a policy requiring an organization, company or
institution to use more than one language for its internal and/or external communication

(European Commission, 2013).”

As a trait in the European community, there might be more opportunities and needs to use English
for Finnish people.

4.1.3 Searching Information in English for Finnish

According to their remarks, there was an interesting reason to use English. It was when searching for
information on the Internet. All four Finnish participants think that English has much more content
and information compared to the Finnish language. For example, Richard said, “if I search for
something in Finnish, it might have like two or three or results that are kind of similar. If I search. In
English, I can find like, like hundreds of pages of the real answer.” Moreover, Jean said, “When I try
to find something in Finnish, there's common nothing. I just need to search in English,” and Blair
said, “It might go in Finnish. But then if the Finnish Wikipedia for example, I use Wikipedia for this
one, it's not quite large enough, and there's not enough information. I'll change into the English one.



Most, of course, looking for information or other stuff, and there's a lot more information in
English.” All Finnish participants mentioned a lack of information in the Finnish language on the
Internet. In other words, English is very useful to them because it can provide much more
information. In fact, the English language is used the most at roughly 57 % of all languages on the
internet, while the Finnish language is used only at around 0.2% (Q-Success, 2023). However, the
Japanese language accounts for approximately 3.3% (Q-Success, 2023), which might be sufficient
for Japanese people; hence, no Japanese participant might have mentioned a lack of information in
the Japanese language. Although this is just a number, the data also indicates that less information
can be found in Finnish on the internet, which prompt Finnish people to use English when searching

for information.

4.2 Ideal L2 Self

As Dornyei defines in his theory, integrative motivation and internalized instrumental
motivation are usually included in the ideal L2 self (2009). As to whether participants would like to
interact with foreigners and be interested in learning about other cultures, all participants had the
same and similar reasons. In this section, in order to focus on integrative motivation, the author
examined and compared Japanese and Finnish participants who said that English is important

because it can be used as a common language.

4.2.1 Same Reasons for Integrative Motivation

All Japanese participants had a positive attitude toward interacting and learning about other
cultures, and they had the same or similar reasons to them. They thought that it was interesting to
know other cultures and new things. Examples are below: Satoru said, “It is cool to speak English to
talk with foreign people ... and I would like to know the different cultures and differences. Also, I
am curious about what people in other countries do. In addition, Mai said, “I am curious about
interacting with foreign people, but not so much. The reason is my friend told me that it enables us to
know new cultures and things that we cannot encounter in Japan, which is interesting.” All
participants stated that they were interested in interacting with foreigners and learning about other
cultures.

Next, all Finnish participants also had a positive attitude toward interacting with and learning
about other cultures, and they had the same or similar reasons. Examples are below: Richard said, “I
like to talk to the exchange students in Finland to see, like, the different kind of cultures, to get to
know the cultures and to help people ... I think it's important and fun to learn about different
cultures. Like how. How different they are from yours and what you know, I think it's really
exciting.” In addition, Blair said, “hearing from others and hearing from my friends from other
countries, it's the very enriching experience and I've learned a lot from them ... hearing from others
about their family traditions and how they've grown up and what kind of places, it's very interesting.
And because it's a very different from what we have here. Yeah. I think it's very beautiful.” In this



way, similar to Japanese people, Finnish participants also thought that it was interesting to know

other cultures and new things.

4.2.2 Impacts of L2 Use on Ideal L2 Self

Regarding integrative motivation, its motives (reasons) were the same or similar between
Japanese and Finnish participants as stated above; however, three of the Japanese participants
(Satoru, Haruka, Mai) had a lower level of motivation towards interacting with and learning about
other cultures. One difference between these three participants and other five participants was the
frequency of communication through English. Therefore, their lower integrative motivation might be
because they did not have opportunities to interact with foreigners in their daily lives, and there were
fewer chances that made them realize the value of English and increase their integrative motivation.
Dornyei and Csizér state that intercultural contact plays an influential role in shaping the learners’
attitude and motivation, which encourages learning behavior (2005). Moreover, according to the
study about Japanese university students’ motivation toward studying English, in an open-ended
question, nearly half of them answered that their motivation increases when they talk with foreigners
and international students in English (Ascough, 2013). One implication from the Japanese
participants is that integrative motivation increases when they feel the joy of interacting with
foreigners or other cultures, and unless it continues, the increase may be temporary. Satoru said,
“When I studied abroad, I was able to communicate with various people through English, and I
really enjoyed it. This made me realize the importance of English as a means of communication and
want to acquire English at a certain level.” Satoru mentioned the experience of interaction with
foreigners as an opportunity to increase integrative motivation only at that time. Although his
motivation became high then, he did not use English daily as explained in the previous section,
which might be the reason that his motivation did not last. In fact, it is difficult for learners, who do
not use English on a daily basis, to picture their ideal L2 self, which, in turn, makes it harder for
them to maintain their motivation (Kobayashi, 2017). In addition, in Yashima’s model, if the learner
has more opportunities to interact with other cultures and those opportunities are positive
experiences, their motivation increase, which encourages them to interact more with other cultures
(2004, as cited in Kobayashi, 2017).

To summarize, opportunities for L2 use could be a very important factor in learners’ ideal L2
self because they have more chances to realize the value of interaction with foreigners, other
cultures, and English. Therefore, given that Finnish participants communicated with foreigners more
often, they seemed to have more chances to strengthen their integrative motivation.

4.3 Ought-to L2 Self
As Dornyei defines in his theory, more extrinsic types of motives are usually included in the
ought-to L2 self (2009). Both Japanese and Finnish participants stated that they could live in their

own country without English. Mai and Mary’s statements are examples: Mai said, “I have lived so



far without using English in my life, so I don’t think English is necessary for living.” Additionally,
Mary said, “I think you also live perfectly well without English in Finland.” Other participants
answered the same with them. Therefore, all the participants did not feel any pressure that they have
to attain good English to live. However, Japanese and Finnish participants felt other pressure in
different ways.

4.3.1 Pressures on Japanese Participants from Teachers and Parents

All Japanese participants were told by their teachers or parents that they had better attain good
English. For example, Haruka said, “My father talked to me that I had better study hard to acquire
English. Moreover, Mai said, “Teachers always told me that English is going to be necessary for the
future.” In this way, Japanese participants seemed to feel pressure from adults who said that English
is important. Nevertheless, Satoru’s statement provided us with interesting implications. The quote
is: “Teachers told me that I should improve my English in this globalized world, but I don’t
understand it because I don’t use English, and I can live.” In this way, he did not agree with his
teacher because what his teacher said and what he experiences now were very different; he could not
believe that he needed to acquire good English.

Like these examples, as to ought-to self, Japanese participants experienced external influence as
their teachers told them to study English; however, this impact may be weak because Japanese
learners’ beliefs might differ from teachers’ or parents’.

In fact, three Japanese participants did not use English often currently. Moreover, university and high
school entrance exams were thought to be considered another impact on learners’ ought-to self,
which will be explained later.

4.3.2 Pressures on Finnish Participants from School System

Two of the Finnish participants felt the pressure that they should attain good English from their
school systems. Jean and Mary stated as below: Jean said, “School- English level was so high. I have
some friends whose parents are speaking English. They have been living in America. they didn't get
the best grades in the finals.” Mary also said, “there are so many courses that are only in English, and
lots of like reading materials and articles are in English. Also, it’s almost like in Europe, they already
assume they think you can.” Unlike Japanese participants, this is not just what they were told, but
what they experienced. As Finnish people’s English proficiency is high as mentioned in chapter 2,
high-school English level, or in other words, a social expectation of English might be higher in
Finland than in Japan, which could affect learners’ ought-to self. However, these pressures cannot be
generalized in this study because everyone is in a different situation, while it could be a future

implication.

4.4 L2 Learning Experience
4.4.1 Teachers and Class Content



L2 learning experience varied depending on the person regardless of the country because
teachers seemed to have major impacts on their learning experience. For example, even though Blair
liked English, because of the teacher, she disliked her English classes in high school. Another
example was that, even though Haruka usually did not like to study for university entrance exams
with much reading, she enjoyed her English classes because her teacher was fun and brought
interesting contents. Previous research indicates that teachers’ actions and words could be strongly
connected with students' demotivation (Hasegawa, 2004; Zhang, 2007, as cited in Morimoto, 2020).
Additionally, course content is one of the significant factors in the demotivation of students as well
(Krishnan & Pathan, 2013). However, teachers and course content differ completely from teacher to
teacher, which makes it difficult to compare the L2 learning experience of Japanese and Finnish

participants.

4.4.2 University and High School Entrance Exams’ Influence on Japanese Participants

On the other hand, as a primary factor influencing course content and student motivation in
Japan, university and high school entrance exams affect the Japanese participants’ learning
experience. Because studying for entrance exams tends to focus on grammar and reading, many
Japanese participants did not enjoy English classes. The followings are the examples: Mai said that
she enjoyed her English classes more in the universities because until then, her English classes
focused on grammar and reading a lot at cram school and high school because of entrance exams.
While in the university, she enjoyed it more since the classes were more practical. Furthermore,
Yuna said that she had enjoyed her English classes since high school. Until high school, her English
learning was for the entrance exam of high school, but after the exam ended, she enjoyed her classes
at high school and university because she could study English without considering the entrance
exam. She also said that classes became more practical since high school. In these ways, because
lesson plans at school and cram school were usually created aiming at entrance exams, the
participants did not enjoy their English classes. According to a study of Japanese language classes in
Hong Kong, when the class content was connected with how they use the language in their lives,
their appetite for learning increased (Miyahuku, 2004, as cited in Hara, 2011). As participants stated,
after finishing entrance exams, their English classes became more practical, and they enjoyed the
classes. These statements are very similar to the results of Hong Kong’s study. Therefore, entrance
exams are a significant factor that makes English classes less practical, focusing on grammar and
reading, which in turn leads Japanese participants to experience less exciting classes. Another study
also validates that studying English for an entrance exam focusing on grammar is a demotivation
factor for Japanese students (Kikuchi 2009, as cited in Kobayashi, 2017).

The entrance exams’ impact on students’ learning has been examined, but it also affects their
motivation. As all Japanese participants mentioned, entrance exams were the biggest motive to study
English then. For example, Haruka said that she studied English hard to get into the ideal university.

In addition, Mai said that the entrance exam was the biggest motive until university, but after that,



she was enjoying learning English because the class had become more practical, which is the current
motive. Like these examples, entrance exams can be a strong motive to study English hard. This
affects learners’ ought-to L2 self because they have to study it to enter the university, not to be a
great English speaker. Considering Mai and Yuna’s cases, we can also see that the class content can
drastically change their motive after entrance exams.

CHAPTER 5 CONCLUSION

Through this interview, the author discovered two main factors that seemed to make Finnish
participants’ motivation stronger than Japanese participants’ one.

Firstly, L2 use could be one factor that increased participants’ motivations, especially
integrative ones. Because Finland is a part of Europe, they are more likely to have opportunities to
use English, which gives them more chances to realize the value of interacting with foreigners and
picture their ideal L2 self more clearly. In addition, Finnish participants thought that there was a lack
of information in the Finnish language on the internet, and they preferred to use English when
searching for information. This might affect their ought-to self because they try to avoid missing
information.

Secondly, university and high school entrance exams greatly influence Japanese participants’
L2 learning Experience and motivation. Although people’s learning experience is different

depending on the teacher, entrance exams generally seem to make the classes focus on grammar and
reading. As Hong Kong's study shows (Miyahuku, 2004, as cited in Hara, 2011), when the class

content and real-life experience connects, students’ motivation increases; however, classes focusing
on the entrance exam are far away from real-life experiences such as communicating with foreigners.
Thus, the entrance exam seems to affect students’ L2 learning Experience adversely.

When analyzing their motivation and reasons behind it, the author could not explain it without
the concept of L2 use. As mentioned above, L2 use mutually influences three components of L.2
Motivational Self System, ideal L2 self, ought to L2 self, and L2 learning experience. Therefore, the
author presents L2 self as an important component in addition to L2 Motivational System when

analyzing learner motivation like the image below.



Image 2: Influence between L2 use and L2 Motivational Self System
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The limitation of this study lies in that the author used English when interviewing Finnish
participants. For the purpose of analyzing learners’ motivation, interviews should be done to listen to
learners’ real opinions. However, if the interviewees talk in their second language, they might not be
able to convey the information that they can in their mother tongue. Moreover, since the number of
interviews was few, this study presented only implications. To make sure of these implications,

quantitative research should be applied to support the claims. These two factors mainly limit this
study.
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Appendix 1
Semi-structured interview

Basic question

How old are you?
Did you go to public school?

How did you get into the university?

General question

Do you think acquiring English is important? Why?

BT ZHBOREEZRFL BT T» 222N AT TTH?
Do you want to acquire a high level of English? Why?

Hlizld, MOREBENEZHIN T 0TI ?2 E-2NEHETTH?
Do you feel any pressure to attain a high level of English?

HTE, BOHEFENZH I T R TEW TR E W  ENZELC 357

Integrative Motivation

Are you interested in interacting with foreigners? Why?

Btz id, HAEANL LR Z T2 L ICHlRAD Y T 9?22 NERETTH?
Are you interested in learning about other cultures? Why?

Hiptzid, BXEES (N3) T LIcBlIRk2GH Y T 5?2 £ nFaETT2?
Do you want to study abroad? Why?

HsTlE, b LERPENE. HEEZ LTI ?EZnid e TIn?

Instrumental Motivation

Do you want to get a job where you can use English? Why?
BT FHEFERFEH T 2 TR E 2 TT 2 ? E 2 NERETT 2 ?
Do you think English skills matter when you get a job? Why?

HITE, MR 210 H 7o T, WFENHPHEELZ LB ETA? E2nE ETTH?



Use of English
How often do you use English?

BigizlE, YO b VOMECHFELHEMNL £32? (ilh s ?)
When and for what do you use English?

Hirtit, o, D7D ICHKELFEHL 3+ ?

L2 Learning Experience
Where did you study English mainly?

Higl-ld, Y THEFELZWBMLE L ?

Have you ever studied abroad?

SECT, B¥LZZ3H0ET0?

Did you enjoy studying English in school? Why?

BHlnTld, FRCOKEFHEVBE Lo/ TTL?2 T2 N3 BETT?
Did you like or respect your English teachers?

BTk, FEEOTRAEDPFE F /2 FEHL THE Lhr?

Last question
What was your strongest motive for studying English?

Lt BWT, MBS ECTIRDEFR— avichoTnwELED?

p=(1

o

Supplementary Question

Do you have a friend who speaks English?
DI T I FIEEE T RER CE T ?
What kind of activities did you do in your English classes?

Hlrizlt, FEEOI IATED L) hiF# 2 LE LD ?
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I. IC»Iic

7= PR HARBICET 2 RBNARBo—MTH 5, HAFEIZA /b= L T
BEC. KEEICIEHI 3000 FEL 227k 2 A, HAGEICIZA 12000 B4/ v b =23H 2 &
EbNTwb, ZOHKREHAREDO A/ < bRk, REOWEDL O, hFFE~OFFRITEE L
W IhTw3 (JKE, 2005), LA L7 s, HARGED AR -CBmZE OFIERIC BT,
HAERAORBHEZM N TRIN T 22 IEMICIEZ 2 2 L IIREECH b DD, #
e RICEDE T, BREMNICREINLE D2 T RO D 2FEFRIC L o> THAICHRERIE L.
BIFRIMER L LCOMELZ > TWB3BARELH B LELLNS,

Z 2T, AT, HASCHIER E N Tw B4/ ~ b _PFEFE~FERE N B BEOR
N oY I oW TREY B,

ORI L > T, HEFEDOA / = b ~EHFEICHIRT 2B, HE TR E AL 2%
D, 5%oF /)~ b ROFERICEAL CRB% 522 Btk d &#E 25,

I, JEfTifse

AIFFEIC B D 2 EiTgE & LT, #5 (2004), /ME (2016), KU - A (2020) 25%
Fohd,

B (2004) Tld. HEAFEOA /7 <~ b =%tk d 5 [HEHGE] [HEEsE] [HgsE] © 3o
ICOWT, SNOLAFEFBICHERE N2 EA, Fo Xk ) ARHERZ 200w FEET
Vv, A 2 b ROFGE~OFIFRICOWT, LUTF D 3 fioEAEZERL Tw 3

(1) HREOA /<= F ROBEE~0FFRIcEWCit, B@z iz Lo e L, BlE, B

i, HFARETRBEINE T —ABIZEAETH B,
(2) ARGEDOF 7 ~ b ROYFE~OFRICE VTR, HFETHF /)~ P RTEET 2 C
EEb e,

(3) HARFEF /) = b OFTEE~DOFFICB VT, RELTnAnsy —2 3k L %

<lEzrv,

T/, ZofERIE. HAERA /2w bREWH | FONERENEREA AT 2 0k
L. BEECERIFACHFEICERT L NBIELALTHE, LI EkrbiER S
TERZLOFHREETH 2 BT w3,

NG (2016) Tli, HAZEEWEED A/ = b =ICHT 3 EHDE W ICOWT, THAZET
BHEER SR IEHR Y v YA THEDI, L b RKADH > T 2d DIk LT, xRy
FIEREEClE, 13 A EDBRAGRCH) LR oMoaiEe 2, FEORTICREFEL . T8
LA DEFEDOARICE ST WS (p.30) tid_bNT w3, £/, HEF /< ROFE
BB, RELZTO, A/ 3 P2 A (BPBEREICEL LK, TH 0 B HR
T& 5 (HAFEICSH L, WBIC bR w), A/~ b<B GEEL LT, #EohicgdihTtn
27z HBI LI < v (HARGEC %R L %ﬁ'%wnawﬁ%bwn@&%katfwéo
F /= bFADHIE LT, HRETIZI<IZT—IZT X ¥ —>, FEECTli<bow-wow>, &/ =
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F< B ofile LT, HAGETIR<#i< >, FFETIH <crash>A EEZEIF 03, MEI,
COREL» b, ANHICEZ 2 -A%R0E 220 ¥ THEE EE) L LTHEHLTVwD
BHAETH Y, L 2B CHEDHIF OIS > T W2 DBRETHLEEZD
Nz, LT3,

T 72 A - BA (2020) TR EEEDRAR THAGEICIR E LTV B AR o Ll T 2 17
W, HAGEDRRA T, 589 HFCEIIESR, 213 3 WM& I TA/ v b 2D%
25, BEMNCTHEBEN RIS ROoNE Z 2ERHL TWwb, —J7, BiEDRA T,
SR CONI, B X ORBINEHIHSE LR 5 2 T, 2D X 5 Ak
FEDE DS | KFEDOMADFHAM PR E T2 1L, FHEICL > TYFEOHE HITE D
BB, EOZT TR HAE L REOLBRE~DROE 2T e~ D225,
b RT3,

ED»S, AKEDF /) =+ _EWEDF ) < P ROEBICITEVED V| FIRICE VT
b HARGE L HFBEORBGEDENPRNTH S 2L, THATOBRACERTIRZ DEN
DBEEEFEICRNL TV Z EAFEIZ 5,

OI. #FFeERE
LR EITIE AR E 2. AR CIUT 25 HEE 35,

1. HARFEESCHFRICHIRT 24 < F =P EFEICHERE 2 B, BEfARic & X 5 iciR &
NTW3BDh, ZORINFITIZ—EDMHERPBED S B DI,

2. ZhZhoiRanhid NEYchs] LEX D0

B, AL TR, M - AR (2020) ICB W TIRATO HAGE L SEE DO RBTEDE
PR TN T B C s, WEM T OfFMZNRIC L C LR OMZEREZ R L Tn»
< o

IV. HROBME
1. #¢
F < P ROERICE T 2MYMMERFET 21CH7720 ., MEIOFEERLAEZLIT O Y E
D7z,
A= B 10EREEDC L
- REMTOERTHL L
CHERI N R 2 s EB B

Bllbo 3 miziiiiz 3 et o e L. FIE2 THgkosk] (1918), =iREWR [T
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D% GEIIE] (1924), wr#Eoa—v 2] (1934), [X7Z20E] (1934) @ 4 S
Fobhiz, 205, [WERDAR] 13t 3FEICH~~, HIRT 54 7 = + < DB I
Yotz EXDOLGEEE] & [erifidoa—v o] CHIRT 24 < b 35
DD DRI D oM, <HIDPIS<<LALAS<IICHI>KERUEEREY
BLHV2bDREEAETHY, IRBEEOLEIME Vb o, £ 2T mikiIC, F
I P ROBBTATHY, EONEX—VICKRERRY 237 <, HREFE - HEELZ LD O D
G [X7E»0R) 2RO ZOICERTS L LT,
$72. BREROERDA ) <= F OEFRICO VT, B (2014) 398 2170,
(1) AARGEL ) < bRl 3E
(2) -ing Db 0 (HRFOFBW itk 2R~ 2 b o Tldie <, FFEHICTBIN R
B)
(3) Mt <= b ~ORI NS
DEDICHFEE LI AT, 2ok LREHVA = HiREBEMCHERT 24/ <
~OJEFICEREMNTT 7 V=AM EMEPHETRIAL LI L LTWE I L RERMLT
W5, ZDZLhb, HREBOEMIZ ERORLIT B ONICHTEHTE 3L\ 5T,
AFZREOXRE LTHIGL WD DTH B EE 277,
Ko, PFECHAT ZEFRESICO VT, LUTF O 31ER 2B ICET 7,
- Paul Quirk GR) (2013) THEECTHUERER X72»0R RECTHUHADOHAE ] H
5 ¢ Little ] Books.
cRAF2UY FAYF—FLA-Tv FFr&LITELS G (2005) TPERS X —
Y —X TheNighthawk Star X7Z2D8 ], i : 7A€ =7 v o v 7HA&

.
- EEET G (2016) Tx7Z20& [AAGE/FEER] 1, FAE : Yellow Bird
Project.

UE3ESRD S B, MHABHTE GR) odoiconTit, TX7Z2»0R] FXoHER Tk
<. JRERTTIC, #FETH 3 Yellow Bird Project 238 ICEK L 7= HAZE X O HERTH
22 AL 727200 WR2OMRINL 72, X o T, AWFFETld Paul Quirk (LI [ER3C
AD. ZF27 v AT 7 —FA-T v b Fr&EXIE LS5 2 (LT MFRX B ofHERE
M2 mEfHHTEZ L L L,

2. FR
HEZTIICHZY, ROX I uFHE & o7,
(1) HEFERX A4 /= (BEL—30) Ot
(2) JGRA2 5 (1) i3 28T (—30) ofhih
(3) HWEHM LR, Lo XS BRI NTTICHRo T2 ok, BMELZFRT THM
(4) %&R% 3 oI HAGRICHBE L, FCE B0 —8E» 5, (3) D Lopis
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WL L CHDBEYITH 3 &S 250
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1. E ()< —&

Tif@@%ﬂﬁi HWHT 24 ~ P <IZUTOMY TH 2,

ITXIE - LARY - B385 Lo -ThTNn-060 - Zo - FF- &5
585 AL ELELEL -CLEL - XALD - Don) Ko FoFoF
vERFTY

B FAUA /< b _BSEMEHBT 256, 4/ ~ P _+BEHFOCA £ B” o X
IR L TS,
) FXPHBEACEHDO <2585 >0, R ATORINGT->235250A

2. Ra¥nFonHE

X bHEEEREH L 20, &4/ < b2, A LR B oFER, Al
R DR OB, HAEOFIICE T 54 7 v F ~oEKILBOWEHRE, =7 v rich
L7z T bic, FOCA LRI B 2L, 20 —FEicowT, 8RO X 7 ZiBML
720

RIC, RXDHBICEF L7z, T3, FOUTHW SN TV 2B FIEFFMOFIR L [ U F
IR EALRILTHE2DDRMRAL, Thk [HFH1] L Lk, ZhICETIEL 0%
ERL T &, Inb IRz RITEGFE TEAEF/BF e LTHeonTw 2 2 L hH
BHLZ. CNZLTo@EY [T LML &2 13, < X% X18>—"He was terribly
MOH his legs; he couldn't walk two meters.” (shaky(J&) : L5 %< - H52K) DL
HDTH 5,

[H#E1 : pREZ R TRIGTER, B E vt/ v~ FROBREZRL T3 H 0]
JIEXITA - B2R20A- Lo A TNITNA-THAhITNB- ULV A ZToA- X
5B <C3CBACBLBBFAFEADA XA EADRBB - o2 ) DA - 255
PYDORB: R25A - X5-oB- RNER2QA 3555@B (2 21#)

(1) ICMTiEE 222805 b, BlFAEZHVTRLTWE b0 738, TERFIL 1

GE.BEIZ1A4ETHY, BEEHCEZDOBPROE o7, ZOEEIE, HAETH <

CEEM T B0 %, HEETE - MRBFCREIFTRET 2L BIELALETHDL L)
a%@%@ CHONEFRICHEET 20 THL LT R 5,

RIC, FEEZERT A/~ b D55, ZOKEE L T 280 LHEVRIL 2 H#EE L CRB
LCWw3bho0H5EHHLE, bt [H8 2] &Lz flziX, T8k, XE»Th
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WD bIE, TABRERADPOB VI VER, dIL4FTEBVAZZTTH, <55
FE>552C, BBRZEZ T, 6% bBO T, KOEopIFIcTdrinzTl
9o 1 —”0h, butif Nighthawk had been a real hawk, all those silly little birds would have been
really frightened.” (“really frightened, /D& X 24T, <X2525>LEX 0.0
HZREZRL T, ) REPZEYT 5,

[HHE2 A~ _OLDERIEZHEHI L CTRL T3 b D]
325530B FoB-rxoA (31

CORPICUTIIELZDRIFEOATH o722, Ed @ L T, 442 6521 72 LI ER
KX VD —EBIET B L W IBREVEEATVWEZ LB o7, [ 2] ORL
7Tk, choot /< b ~0 HEDRIG] OFsrTlda ., a0 2 LHWER ] ©
HPCHEEEZLYTRI LT A/ P RZDOIDDOERI Y b, BT 2800 % IE
iz 2 2 L R2BRL VB EE A D,

ZoRic, HABFEXOMEHRE S LicA /= P _OBEWREHAT 5, H2 v i3dia ez
MOFBEEHACTRENTW IO H o7, Thbid (3] & Lz, flxiE, (ihETo
K, <EAUREZASKDES CHENATOALY ., EHRIMX TS X5 TF, —“The
evening glow was now spreading like water.” (spreading IC <7ZA7ZA>D“W 5 L Y &k
LT W ERAEEN T 2, )

[543 BAEFR L OBFRERH T ) v P ROEEZHHT 2 - HEH X+ 23ERRL T

VW3 H D]

JITXIE B LAY A-7FA7FADOB- ELELEL B FvFov oo ¥ v B
(51#)

4 oHIC, BAFBEFE S A WEREMA T, 4/ < b < ORELRIE X b BRI
LTw2b08Hotz, 2hbid [9F4] &L lZE, HEPER<SLL>T 518
FERELVOEIDLZAT RDEIIC,Zob~RATITE £ L 7z, —~"His light was so bright,
it made Nighthawk feel dizzy. “ (“feel dizzy,/® £ 233 2" 1Z HARGER ST i3 A3, “Hl
RRE OO AEETE S, ) Dk dDTH 5,

[53E4 - HARERECICIE R WIHEREZAWTAE ) = F <Ok - Rt 2 BARICIRL Tw 3
b D]
CHEBLDA CHLEHLDB CHEBLRA CHLIHL@B LA LXA2D2BA  (71#)
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[58E4) IcY Tl 2T, HRBEUICEINAWVEREFFAVWCRINEZDDTH
5720, AL PR Z R L 720c, 4/ = FROBEWZ T TR YEONRICE L 5 S
ACTLEIIREERS D, BMERFROTECTHLEE R 5,

5-oHic, HARBICRZWHEFERAORBRZMOTRLTW 230085 -72, Zhbid
[585] & L7z, CORFICUTIIEBBIEI<IEALA>D—BEDOLTH o7z, [THHH
el +and +TER I, £33 ~77) L EHREH VT, “Infact, he seemed to be
getting smaller and smaller and farther and farther.” ¢FRIEE N TWv 3,  “smaller and
smaller and farther and farther.” & W FEDE VIR L BAWVONZKEEZFERT 2 2 & T,
STEAPZASDEDEVRELEZRZ S L LTwd XK bnd,

[98E5  BEHEHEORHEAVWCTEH / < F22RL T3 H D]
PR LVDA - #7028 (28)

6 DHIC, A/ = FROERICIIfN TE LT A = P IS 2 BFO AFRE L Tu
2bDRBHoTz, THIE [HHH6] &L, HlziE, X7ZHR<Uob>HA2DH-TH
%2 ¥ L7z, —”Nighthawk sat with his eyes closed and thought about many things.”® X 5 7«
bDTH5,

(5336 : A/~ FrOBERICHNT, BIfEOARL T2 b D]
LAY B U659 B 372372 A 1771372 B-L>B (5f#)

RFZFIC, A/ 2 b0ER2 20T FERL, RBICEE> T ARVWDDRH -T2, TH %
[0 7) L7z, CORMEICHUTIZITZDIE<EL XL &L >—"keeshi-keeshi-keeshi!”
E<FUFUFUFUF T Y > keeshi-keeshi-keeshi-keeshi-keeshl” D HTH > 77,

[¥E7 A/~ P 20BE%2Z0EEHoT 23 D]
ELEXLELA-FOFOFOFFU0 A (24@)

DEDO#ERI Y, RFETIIA /v b RORLF R LIC 7 DICnBLEL T 5,
[ 1) (FEEE2ERTRIE AR/ FFEE2HCTEH /) v P 2OEKREZRL TS H0D)
W I N ERP R D S\ LV HBAL 72,

3. FEIRRIC X 2@ o HIT

RIT, ZFNZENOIFEFROBYINE % FIWT 3 2 721, 3% Google FHER - Deep L HHFR *
THMRZITY, JEX e 0—HOHmZLAT O 4 DIcmHL 72,
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(1) A/~ 2z 0FFHEIREZLD
f5l) "He continued crying as he circled the sky, around and around and around.”—

(7% 5B LD BALMEHT 7, |

(2) A/ =P ROB®RMFRE I NEDD
f§1) ”The fire was slowly flowing down the mountain side like water, and even the
clouds looked as if they were on fire.” — [Ki37/KD X 512w - < Y L L% RN,
EFTHPMA T LI ICH ATz, | (SEAZA>DERK)

(3) A/~ br_EZDOEHRELLIRBEEINARDo72H D
f51) "This one felt as if it were clawing at the inside of his throat.”— [Z#i%, £ 3
THEOANMZ G o T2 &5 RIEF R, | (HARGEE XD <E7z 137 > il
nTuin)

(4) Mot/ < rBRBEINADD
1) ”"Nighthawk was almost crying. Flutter, flutter--* down he went--- and landed.”
[ FA LTI EMEZITLL VO UL. OB UL TICELCT.LEML %, |

(BATBEXTHE< X5 X 5> 04T 5H5)

ZoHb, AiffETIE. (1) A/ vz oFEREINEZ D, (2) A/ ~< b=
DEMAZOTEREINALDD ICHBHEINLF (—HRL) % [#EYchsz] L35
Zricl7,

TN LI ER LR TH 5,

#1 (1) A/~ _3z0FFRPInizdo
7 1 G2 ¥ 3 ¥4 5738 5 5% 6 ST
Google 4 0 0 0 0 2 %
Deep L 4 0 0 0 0 2 %

0
0

I, (1) A/ B Z20FFRESINZDDICONTIE, R1DEY Loz,

D21k, <ELEL><FUFUFoo>p [FrvFzvFrzyv|[F-vF—v] &
REENd DR, ko [HHT] (HAFEOA / v+ _0E%2 20 EHoTn2 b D)
KHTEE-oT0BRZ L, BERIEEAEEDLRWI L, T, <ELELEL>E0VIE
EEARTA /) bRETEEZPOR] CBF2MANR O THY, FHL LTHERY 4 +
ICEF R WARER H 2 2 L2 FE L. (1) cpHiLl, LaL, [H87] FHAFED
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A/ b ROBFEEZZOFEFAVAEZL0TH Y FHICEE s T wio, BYLRRTH 2
LMD B T L IIHEL W,

ZoPERRC L, (1) 1KY TIIEL DI, o [HE1] Tk, 4fHloATH - /-,
BRRE % R EIE TR/ Bz Ao CRE b0 ThoTH, HRRTHEX DA/ <
FRAZOF FIRE SN S ATREE IO TRWEE X 5,

#2 (2) A/~ txoERIRHINZDD

SE1 a2 HM3 M4 GRS M6 AT
Google 13 0 1 0 0 0 0
Deep L 12 0 1 1 0 0 0

Kic, (2) A/ =r=oBE®RpREINZb0IciE, &0 [HFE1] cohdohnziEo
KR, Colgc, EYARTH 2| LE5X 2L, [HEEL] RS
WZ bbb, HEHOBEWEFRLD LT WEKROEZHAVWCTERLAZRLTH %72
W, WEED O HARGEBICHFIERL THIR LA EHEDOER BV ICRE LTS,

£3 (3) A/ Z0ERELLLRBI N o720 D

%1 I 2 J1%E 3 Sr¥E 4 SI¥E 5 S 6 ST
Google 1 3 4 7 1 5 0
Deep L 0 3 4 6 1 5 0

LI, A/ IREZOERLBEDLLOREEI N o7z (3) DlgL A D [#EH %A
Mol E5x%, (3) KHHEEINED ORI LICHIPS AL T L, A/ <}
_ROBRICEL b TuAandb o, /< FOLERREEHERL TEL T3 D,
JESIC g E T/ = b o B@ifRIC A IS 2 BRI AEERRHE W Zd 0, D
32T oz, TDHIL, A/ 2 P ROLERREHIIL CRL T3 boichfEh
eDiE, o [H982 A/ < P ROLHEHRWEZHER L CTRL T 2d 0] iIc4TiEEd D
D, A WERZ A WTA /< b _oBEFICATiE T 2 RN EEESRE I N2 b 0
KHaEINLo, [HF4  HRERERXCE R WIEREH T/ < P ROKRE - Rtk
BERMICIRL T2 0] KU TREZLDHBIZLALETH o7,

4  (4) Hlots=r<pEhid o
i1 S3HE 2 s34 3 ¥4 3% 5 16 ST
1
1

Google 1 0 0
Deep L 3 0 0
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Rigic, (4) WHBEINZRXoP T, FUCHBT 247 < P oKL HEET 5
BEWRoOA /<P <pfiidnicdbol, BRORLG LA/ < 0 i nizdb0dbdHo
Teo BIZIEJEX TR <Z o >IC5%M T 2885023, IR cld< v 7 v 7 > LRI & udz 23,
Eb o [BANTEE W) | mTHBELTWw3, —HT, FEXTR<IAIA>ICEYT
IR A, PR TR <OL UL > LRI N, Chid<XBXA2>ATRILAL -2
DREFTHENZ D bk, LADLK ) 2EKRT 201 L, <Ob UL >0FH LoEK
ECTROD OPENFI S F,] THEED, ALRERKTERT L VI HciIbEL
TWaRWEEFFARVWYE, <X2X5>BABCEYOROBEORHORTICREI NS D
KR LT <UL US>l EDHOPIERINRICE S L) fIC HBT 247 < b
THh2EFFVE, RIFFEETIE, (4) SO NFOULEY 2R3 Tk v & L7228,
S (4) Ty, <V IV I>SL<EFo>D LS ICEKRNALESABEDONDE D DH
L, <EAEIA>ESVLUVL>DEIICEDHND DT TH Y, HUMMEOREICIZZERD
HoHrLFEZ 5,

4. REWNEE

Fio@EY ., HAEDOA /) = b ROHEFE~DRE N OHE & HEIERIC X 281
Read e, (1) REE2ERTEGETEEF Bz Mt/ v P oEKREZHR
LCTw2bo) oL D o L bl afRCcH 2 L EZLNS, Lol [44H1] ©
RO TR, 4/ < P ROFFOERILEYNITZZA DN TV B3, /< F ROFF O
DEBHE., ThbbERMIIKRHTET TR, f, T2 20 LRI LE [HFET]
DWNTIE, A/ 2 P ROEFRMIIMED 2 b DD, WFBERFEIE D Z DF D AD b EMR % HfF
TED, HEHITE 2 EIERL RN,

BRBIC, FEICER L 2 AR O FEaEIc DO W TERE 21T I,

T, OMEHME (1) k. THARBCANICHET 24 < F P SEEEICHIER & 1 2 B,
BEMICED LS IKRIN T2 D0, ZORINFICE—EDHAABZED b DL DD, ]
ThHolz, TNIKEHL T, AT, RINTEMAT L ICHELZL T 5,

- BRAEZ R TR, TER B AT H /) v~ P ROBERERL TS H D
A2 P ROLIRIEHER L TRL W3 b D
- HAGER OB E AT/ ~ P _OBREFHIAT 2 -HEHX 2 25E2RL 0250
c AAREEFESCIC I m WEHRE AW TA /< b RO - Rt Z BEEAICGRLTw 3 b 0
R ORREACCH /v P RERLTE L0
cF b ROFEZOTEEF oL LD
D 7 O DMEBNCHEED T & 72, HARFECHENICHIRT 24 7 ~ b _PTFEICHE & 11 5 BE,
fHEICED W TREINST 2 ET L2 HTE D, LFR D,

KT, WIFEaE (2) B TzhthoRanGgix EYTH 2| L E220.] Thot,
CHCBAL T BRI EEm S L ic 7 2L, BRERE T o 724558, [08 1] o [hkiE
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RRTEF A/ EEE AT ~ P ROBERERT HIE] HPb#EYARL AT
HBHLEW L, LAL, SORLHICEA/ 2 ROERMELALZZEBTERVRE WV
SRS Y, [#EY) A/ v P RORLAG] L LTHEETSZZLIITE R,
LAEDORERCER 1L 4/ < P _EFERT ZE. Z0BEKRE EREO L H 5 b EiEC
AR CTHI L VAL, 22T MO L ERD—2 L LT, 2D k) RIEER T
DIERmTH T, 1o X5 ic, Hfeic [BuruBuru--| [Gakkaric+] DXk >57%, £/=<b
ROFADE—FRILEZMA DI LT, A/ v ROBEREFERXMERNICELZONS
£ 9 A EREL 72\,

K1 FEHEDEZIZ<RDEBE><Bonh >0

VI 8bbic

A, Tk7ZH»0R]) &2 oflFERENRIC, HAXHEICHEH I THWE L)~
b RBGEEE~FHR & 0 B RO IR E 17 O L@ I IC oW TG L 72, Z OFGR, HAGE
CEHEPICHIRT 24 7 < b _PFEFEICHER E N2 R, fHC RO W THREI NS 20T 5
e TE, ZOHIRCHFIRO EMEED b & D EY) RO 28 2 LA TE T2,
LAaL, B L#EYcH 2| & LFERICD, BRIFEDEMRA ) < P ROERWEIEZ S
TEDRHLWEWSBEERD Y, A/ P RORLFELTHICHYITHZ EWIET S
TLIETERVWEWVLIRRL o7,

F7z, SEOMRICITFEED R I Nh T2, —2HIE, BRIt/ <t ~onf L H
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ARECTH o712 LB R %, ~DOHOHEIL. SEIOHF TR T OSCAER D xR &
LR TH 2, FRONKOFHDO R 2/FMm L OB, MEC N7~ vof, X
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Introduction

Locative alternation verbs show idiosyncratic usages different from those of other verbs in
terms of they take two objects. In the English language, these two objects can alternate positions in
some cases. Yule (2020: 144) shows a difference in this alternate ability among locative alternation
verbs and implies that there are semantic reasons why we can pour water into a glass and we can fill
a glass with water, but we can’t *fill water into a glass or *pour a glass with water. To focus on
such semantic features of locative alternation verbs, this paper utilizes the construction grammar
perspective of “Locative Alternation: A lexical-constructional approach” by Iwata (2008). Setting
construction grammar as a basic premise to analyze locative alternation helps to concentrate on the
detailed semantics, which is commonly identified as one of the significant factors in locative
alternation.

In this paper, I will use the same terminology as Pinker (1989) and Iwata (2008) regarding
the two objects and two types of sentences. To begin with, Pinker (2008) calls the two objects
“Theme NP” and “Goal NP”. “NP” refers to a noun phrase. The difference between Theme and Goal
NP is explained below with examples. The contents in the square brackets are mine.

Jack sprayed paint onto the wall. [paint = Theme NP, the wall = Goal NP]
(Iwata 2008 :1)

As the sentence above shows, Goal NP is the location where the action or movement ends, and
Theme NP is an object that the subject chooses to use or directly contact to achieve the movement.
Locative alternation means the alternation of Theme NP and Goal NP; therefore, there are two types
depending on which NP appears first. The contents in the square brackets are mine.

a. Jack sprayed paint onto the wall.
[Theme NP paint appears first and Goal NP wall appears later.]

b. Jack sprayed the wall with paint.
[Goal NP wall appears first and Theme NP paint appears later. ]
(Iwata 2008 :1)

Iwata (2008) calls these two types the “Locatum-as-object variant” and the “Location-as-object
variant”. The difference between the two is as below.

a. Jack sprayed paint onto the wall. (locatum-as-object variant)
b. Jack sprayed the wall with paint. (location-as-object variant)
(Iwata 2008 :1)

Location-as-object and locatum-as-object variants are differentiated by which object appeared first.
If Theme NP appears first, then the sentence is “Locatum-as-object variant”, and “Location-as-object
variant” when the Goal NP comes first.
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Literature review

The theories of Pinker (1989) and Goldberg (1995) are two major studies that have
influenced locative alternation studies the most. Pinker (1989) stresses the ability of locative
alternation with the “Lexical rule”, which causes derivation from one variant to the other.
Meanwhile, Goldberg (1995) addresses the construction grammar approach and the concept of
“fusion” to illustrate how the locative alternation happens. This section introduces how these two
theories respectively explain locative alternation and their limitations.

Pinker (1989)

The lexical rule of Pinker (1989) starts with the concept of “Change-of-state-verbs.” The
ground of the concept is that when the meaning of the verb indicates state change, the location-as-
object variant is selected. However, there are a lot of examples that do not abide by this. Therefore,
Pinker (1989) introduces three groups of verbs that undergo locative alternation by derivation. There
is a group of verbs that derives locatum-as-object-variants to location-as-object variants. Another
group does the reverse, from location-as-object variants to locatum-as-object-variants. Verbs of the
last group are able to derive each other at the same time. The derivation type is determined
depending on whether the Theme and Goal NP can stand alone or not. When the Theme NP is able to
stand alone, the locatum-as-object variant derives the location-as-object variant as in example (1).
When the Goal NP is able to stand alone, the location-as-object variant derives the locatum-as-object
as in example (2). When either Theme NP or Goal NP can stand alone, the derivation can go both
directions as in example (3).

©)
a. He piled the books.
b. *He piled the shelf.

(2)
a. *He stuffed the breadcrumbs.
b. He stuffed the turkey.

3)
a. He loaded the gun.
b. He loaded the bullets.
(Pinker 1989: 125)

Figure 1 indicates this lexical rule.
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Figure 1
Lexical rule of Pinker (1989)

Theme NP Goal NP
Locatum to location 0 X
(pile- class)
Location to locatum X @]
(cram- class)
Locatum to location 0 @]

Location to locatum
(load- class)

O: Able to stand alone
X: Not able to stand alone

However, Iwata (2008) challenges the idea of derivation through example (4).

“)

a. John heaped books on the shelf.
b. John heaped the shelf with books.
c. *?7 John heaped the books.

d. *John heaped the shelf.

(Pinker 1989: 38-39)

Example (4) shows that even if the alternation is possible, which means derivation can undergo both
ways of locatum-as-object variant to location-as-object variant and its reverse, the Theme NP and
Goal NP are not able to stand alone. The notation “*?”” means it could be acceptable only in certain
contexts. The verb heap, also shows another problem that the verbs do not follow the rule
consistently. Alongside ieap, which is a pile-class verb, this also goes for other verbs like stuff, a
cram-class verb.

(%)

a. Pat heaped mash potatoes on her plate.
b. Pat heaped her plate with mash potatoes.
c. Pat heaped mash potatoes.

d. Pat heaped her plate.

(Based on Goldberg 1995: 177)

(6)

a. He stuffed the breadcrumbs into the turkey.
b. He stuffed the turkey with breadcrumbs

c. He stuffed the breadcrumbs.

d. He stuffed the turkey.

(Based on Pinker 1989: 125)
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In the case of example (5), both the Theme NP and Goal NP of the verb /eap can stand alone, unlike
example (4). The Theme NP of heap should be able to stand alone, and the Goal NP should not,
because the verb heap is a pile class verb; conversely, the Goal NP of the stuff context should be able
to stand alone, and the Theme NP should not. However, the real usage of both verbs do not comply
with the rules. Additionally, there is a possibility of accompanying meaning change as in example
(5): When the verb heap has two objects as in (5a) and (5b), the meanings of both sentences are the
same; however, when the Theme or Goal NP stands alone, the meaning changes from the meaning
when the sentence has two objects. Nevertheless, the sentences with the verb stuff in example (6)
never change their meaning, regardless of whether the Theme or Goal NP stands alone or together.
This indicates that whether or not the theme or Goal NP can stand alone or not is not enough to
explain locative alternation.

One more problem of Pinker’s (1989) theory is that it should be decided which of the two
variants is a more basic variant, in order to derive one from the other. Yet, when both Theme and
Goal NP can stand alone, the derivation can undergo both locatum-as-object variant to location-as-
object variant and vice versa, and thus, it is difficult to decide on a more basic variant. Therefore, in
terms of the gap between lexical rules and the real usages, this theory should be improved.

Goldberg (1995)

Goldberg (1995) broadens the understanding of locative alternation through a constructional
approach. The theory defines constructions as a sum of the Syntax and Semantics (e.g., the
relationship between form and meaning). In each construction, the constructional meaning is created
by joining with the verb meaning. Figure 2 elaborates on this theory by giving an example of the
verb put.

Figure 2
Construction grammar of Goldberg (1995)

Sem CAUSE-MOVE <cause goal theme>
1
|
1
PUT <Putter, put. place, puttee
\j \J l \J
Syn v SUBJ OBL OBJ

CAUSE-MOVE is one kind of construction. According to Goldberg (1995), the construction
materializes its meaning by fusing with the verb and the components associated with the verb. In this
case, putter, put, place, and puttee are three components associated with the verb put. In this
framework, the semantic roles of construction are called “argument roles”, while the roles of verbs
and their components are called “participant roles.” Each construction holds meaning when the
argument roles and the participant roles are fused with each other. Accepting the concept of Change-
of-state-verbs from Pinker (1989) to explain cases which do not follow the concept, Goldberg (1995)
accounts for locative alternation through “fusion”. To illustrate, this locative alternation takes place
when the verb can fuse with both constructions: Caused-motion and causative plus with- adjunct.
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Example sentences below are the cases of the verb heap and spray. The contents in the parentheses
are mine.

(7
a. Pat heaped mash potatoes onto her plate. (locatum-as-variant, fused)
b. Pat heaped her plate with mash potatoes. (location-as-variant, fused)

(Goldberg 1995: 177)

(®)

a. Bob sprayed paint onto the wall. (locatum-as-variant, fused)
b. Bob sprayed the wall with paint. (location-as-variant, fused)
c. Water sprayed onto the lawn. (intransitive, not fused)

(Goldberg 1995: 178)

The verb heap and spray are verbs that allow locative alternation, which means they can fuse with
both constructions. Examples (7a) and (8a) show when the verb heap fused with the caused-motion
construction and resultantly shown as a locatum-as-object variant. Meanwhile, in examples (7b) and
(8b), the verbs heap and spray fused with causative plus with- construction, and the output became
location-as-object variant. Example (8c) is when fusion was not undergone: The verb only has one
object, and alternation doesn’t matter.

One of the advantages of Goldberg’s (1995) constructional approach, compared to Pinker’s
(1989) lexical approach, is that it provides a simpler way to describe locative alternation. The reason
is that unlike the lexical approach, in the construction approach two variants are not derivational of
each other and therefore, do not require defining a more basic variant between two. However, in
Goldberg’s (1995) theory, it is difficult to define which verbs are available to alternate and which are
not. This is because there is no concrete standard for whether a certain verb is able to fuse with a
certain construction. Goldberg (1995) proposes “The Semantic Coherence Principles” to account for
this.

The Semantic Coherence Principle: Only roles which are semantically compatible can be fused.

(Goldberg 1995: 50)

The Semantic Coherence Principle ensures that the participant role of the verb and the argument
role of the construction must be semantically compatible. In particular, the more specific
participant role of the verb must be construable as an instance of the more general argument role.

(Goldberg 2006: 40)

The Semantic Coherence Principle supports the idea that the ability for alternation depends on
whether it is compatible semantically. However, according to Iwata (2008), this principle is not
enough evidence to divide verbs that take alternation from the verbs that do not, and more detailed
comprehension is needed.
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Three common problems of former studies

Iwata (2008) points out several aspects that previous studies have overlooked, categorized
into three types. First, Change-of-state-verbs, which is the fundamental concept of both Pinker's
(1989) and Goldberg’s (1995) argument, is excessively general. Second, the former and latter states
of state change do not always have to be achieved. Last, the respective contributions of NPs and PPs
are not considered, even if they sometimes make a significant difference. This section shows three
common issues with several example sentences from Levin (1993) and Corpus of Contemporary
American English (COCA).

Too general

Iwata (2008) claims that the idea of Change-of-state-verbs, which is the fundamental ground
of Pinker's (1989) and Goldberg’s (2002) assertions, is too general. Rather than grouping the verbs as
Change-of-state-verbs, Iwata (2008) urges to focus on the detailed semantics of each verb.
According to the concept of Change-of-state-verbs, these verbs can be used only in location-as-
variant, which differs from their real usage. Iwata (2008) states that this problem is clear when taking
non-typical cases into consideration. Part of this case denies the equation of “Change-of-state-verbs
= Location-as-object variant”.

To be more specific, Iwata (2008) gives examples of the verb spray; below, I have added two
more verbs, load and pour. These three verbs are typically considered Change-of-state-verbs, as they
imply state change. Therefore, they should appear only in location-as-object variant. Nevertheless, in
real usage, they are not always found in location-as-object variant, even though they all are Change-
of-state-verbs.

©

a. Jack sprayed paint onto the wall.
b. Jack sprayed the wall with paint.
(Iwata 2008:1)

(10)

a. Bill loaded cartons onto the truck.
b. Bill loaded the truck with cartons.
(Levin 1993: 72)

)

a. Tamara poured water into the bowl.
b. *Tamara poured the bowl with water.
(Levin 1993: 51)
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Examples (9) to (11) show that Change-of-state-verbs are not always seen only with the
location-as-object. The verb spray in example (9) and the verb load in example (10) work without
any problem in both the location-as-object variant and locatum-as-object variant. Meanwhile, the
verb pour in example (11) does not take the location-as-object variant, although according to the
Change-of-state-verbs theory, it should. This problem becomes more notable when a sentence has PP
plus secondary location NP like examples (12) and (13). PP refers to prepositional phrases.

(12)
Bill hit Harry in the nose.
(Jackendoff 1990: 110) [Emphasis added]

(13)

The horse kicked Penny in the shin.
(Levin 1993: 71) [Emphasis added]

Examples (12) and (13) include secondary locations, underlined. Iwata (2008) calls this a “secondary
location PP”, but I will call it “secondary location NP” to highlight that it has NP, which is an object.
The secondary location NP is very ambiguous, in terms of its function; it is not the Theme NP, but is
more similar to the Goal NP, even the sentence already has another obvious Goal NP: “Harry” for
example (12) and “Penny” for example (13). If a Change-of-state-verbs is the reason for using the
location-as-object variant, it is impossible to explain the usage of verbs such as kit or kick because
they are not location-as-object nor locatum-as-object variants, as they do not have a Theme NP.
Besides, the verbs break and cut, which are two typical Change-of-state-verbs, do not always appear
with a secondary location NP or the location-as-object variant as below.

(14)

a. *The horse broke Penny in the shin.
b. The horse broke Penny’s shin.

(Levin 1993: 72)

(15)

a. *The glass cut Rachel in the toe.
b. The glass cut Rachel’s toe.

(Levin 1993: 72)

According to the concept of Change-of-state-verbs, location-as-object variants are to be used in
situations when one of the Change-of-state-verbs appears. However, the above examples (14) to (15)
show that Change-of-state-verbs are able to not take location-as-object variants or secondary location
NP. This fact stresses the necessity to consider the location-as-object and Change-of-state-verbs
separately, through their real usages and secondary location NPs.

—239—



Finally, every verb indicates movement: Change of state. Thus, all of them are candidates for
Change-of-state-verbs. This makes it difficult to differentiate which verbs are Change-of-state-verbs
and which are not.

Old and new states

One more significant problem of the concept of Change-of-state-verbs is that the states before
and after the change is not the start or end point of the action of the verbs, which means it is difficult
to define what the state change is. Studies of Pinker and Goldberg believe that Change-of-state-verbs
that describe change from an old state to a new state, bring the location-as-object variant. However,
the Change-of -state concept has two main problems, that an old state and a new state need not be
obtained. The state change does not have to be completed from the beginning to end; but atelic (not
fully completed) action is acceptable.

(16)

Linda sprayed the plants with water.

(Iwata 2008: 53)

For instance, for the verb spray of example (16), when following the concept of Change-of-state-
verb, there should be two states: An old state (start point), not sprayed plants, and a new state (end
point), sprayed plants. However, considering example (17), the old state described by the verb spray
does not always have to be a starting point for spraying, because the sentence can be used even if the
plants were already wet before the subject started to spray the water. Similarly, a new state also does
not always have to be an ending point for spraying, because the sentence can be used even if the
plants are not completely wet.

(amn

Bill {sprayed/ smeared/ dabbed/ splashed} the wall with paint (for ten minutes), but it still wasn’t
covered

(Iwata 2008: 53)

(18)

John sprayed this wall with paint for an hour.

(Iwata 2008: 25)

The sentences above intelligibly demonstrate that an old state or the new state need not be obtained.
Example (17) distinctively states that the wall is not fully covered (not the endpoint). Although
example (18) doesn’t mention if “this wall” is completely covered or not, there is no problem with
using this sentence even though the wall is not fully covered (not the endpoint). For both example
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(17) and (18), it is possible to imagine the wall was partially painted even before the spraying (not
the start point). Sentences related to this issue are common in everyday discourse. Examples (19) and
(20) are from COCA.

(19)
The frightened Mouse splashed his way through the neighbouring pool.

(Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland -- Chapter XII. (n.d.)

(20)
This is one case smeared on America like house paint.

(Martel, F. (2012). The Killing Of Trayvon Martin Is Not A ‘Black Problem.’
Mediaite.)

21

a. Henry cleared dishes from the table.
b. Henry cleared the table of dishes.

(Levin 1993: 52)

Before Iwata (2008), Jackendoff (1996) had already noticed the possibility of such an atelic
situation. Jackendoff (1996) accounts for this with reference to the difference between two
dimensional (2D) semantics and three dimensional (3D) semantics. According to Jackendoff (1996),
the verbs are grouped by whether their movement happens in 2D or 3D semantics; for instance, the
verb spray is in the 2D group, and the verb cover is in the 3D group. However, in addition to Iwata’s
(2008) counter opinion against it, which is that dimensionality cannot involve the atelic aspect, it is
unable to say which verbs represent 2D movement and which do 3D movement. Although
Jackendoff (1996) describes the difference between the 2D and 3D verb groups as that 2D movement
indicates adding “on” while 3D movement indicates adding “in”, this is not enough because not all
Change-of-state-verbs have “add” semantics. The verbs break and rip are typical examples.
Therefore, the Change-of-state-verbs do not guarantee the location-as-object variant.

NPs and PPs

Not involving the roles of noun phrases and prepositional phrases: NPs and PPs in locative
alternation is one problem of studies thus far, as NPs and PPs seem to influence locative alternation.
First, to explain the NP’s contribution, Iwata (2008) gives examples of verb spread.

(22)

a. He spread butter on the bread.
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b. He spread the bread with butter.
(23)

a. He spread a blanket on the sleeping child.
b. *He spread the sleeping child with a blanket.

The verb spread is commonly considered as a locative alternation verb like example (22). However,
as in example (23), alternation is not always possible. Example (23a), which has the locatum-as-
object variant, is acceptable, while example (23b), which has the location-as-object variant, is not.
The only difference between examples (23a) and (23b) is their Theme and Goal NPs. Example (24a)
is from Yule (2020), and I created examples (24b) and (24c¢) based on it.

(24)

a. She filled her pocket with tissues.
b. *She filled tissues into her pocket.
c. *?She filled her pocket with coffee.

As examples (24a) and (24b) show, the verb fill only takes the location-as-object variant; however,
example (24c) is not always acceptable, even with the location-as-object variant.

PP seems to affect alternation as well. Regarding example (26), several people who use
English as their first language have confirmed that both sentences are unusual.

(25)

a. I poured coffee into the cup.
b. *I poured the cup into the coffee

(Yule 2020: 144)
(26)

a. *I poured coffee with the cup.
b. *I poured coffee on the cup.

From example (25), the verb pour does not seem to be used with alternation; location-as-
object variant is the only possible variant. Yet, not every case of location-as-object variant is
accepted depending on which PP is used. Both examples (26a) and (26b) conspicuously show
unacceptable cases of the verb pour, even using the locatum-as-object variant. The only difference
between examples (25a) and (26) is their PPs. Therefore, merely assuming the verb pour is always
used with the locatum-as-object variant is not correct. The positions of objects are affected by PPs.
Regarding example (26a), some may point out that it can be possible if “I” pour coffee using “the
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cup”. However, in that case, “the cup” becomes irrelevant to the locative alternation, because it is not
one of the objects.

For Pinker’s (1989) theory, the lexical rule is prior to lexical insertion, which means the
variants or locative alternation of each verb are considered before involving NPs and PPs. To address
this issue, Pinker (1989) postulates two types of verbs and conceives that one of them can be used
with locative alternation by following the lexical rule. The other one has a similar character in terms
of being accepted with the locatum-as-object-variant, but cannot be used with locative alternation.
Against this theory, Iwata (2008) asserts that there is no proper reason to split a verb into two types
with its complexity.

Goldberg (1995) explains this issue with reference to the key concept of fusion, arguing that
the reason examples (22), (23a), (24a) and (25a) are allowable but others are not is because the
argument roles (constructions) and the participant roles (the components of each verb) are fused in
allowable cases, but not in other cases. However, there is no way to specify why the participant roles
are fused with causative construction only in certain cases, as in examples (22), (23a), (24a) and
(25a) but not in others. Thus, different methods are required to appropriately explain the contribution
of the NPs and the PPs.

Section summary

In short, the common issues faced by theories of Pinker and Goldberg were
overgeneralization, excluding atelic state change and contribution of NPs and PPs. That is, under the
concept of Change-of-state-verbs, it is impossible to divide the verbs into Change-of-state-verbs and
non-Change-of-state-verbs. This concept also brought confusion regarding incomplete state change
situations. Finally, focusing on state change relatively de-emphasized the contribution of NPs and
PPs. Therefore, a more concrete method that can include these aspects is needed to properly explain
the locative alternation.

The construction grammar of Iwata (2008) for the three common problems

To escape from the three problems above, an approach from the construction grammar perspective of
Iwata (2008) is suggested. The construction grammar of Iwata (2008) introduces the theory and
demonstrates how it can be a way to avoid common disadvantages. The foundation of the construction
approach of Iwata is from Pinker and Goldberg’s insight, but Iwata expanded on them. Based on Iwata
(2008), I divided the process of how construction grammar explains the locative alternation into three
phases and each phase is represented with their constructions.

The construction grammar of Iwata (2008)

Iwata (2008) applies a perspective of construction grammar to figure out when, why and how
the locative alternation happens. This constructional approach expands on Pinker’s and Goldberg’s
insights.
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Figure 3
The process of locative alternation

Change-of-state-verbs

spray- semantics cover- semantics fill- semantics
(class) o (class) (class)

e

brush

Locative alternation  Locative alternation

available unavailable
Location-as-object Locatum-as-object
variant variant

Figure 3 briefly indicates the processes of a locative alternation, based on Iwata’s (2008)
construction grammar approach. Overall, from the figure, it is shown that the individual occurrence
of locative alternation is derived from more abstract concepts. I will explain the process by splitting
locative alternation into three phases through the case of the verb spray; each phase is represented by
its construction, which is the combination of syntax and semantics. Constructions will be indicated in

the format below.

Figure 4
Construction

Syn:

Sem:

verb-class-specific construction

L 4

Syn:

Sem:

verb-specific construction

A d

Individual occurrences

Syn:
Sem:

Construction

“Syn” means syntax (form) and “Sem” means semantics (meaning). Below, Figure 5 shows the
entire process in outline with the case of the verb spray. As the process unfolds, the syntax and the

semantics of the construction become more and more specific.
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Figure 5
The phases of locative alternation

/./”‘f j Change-of-state-verbs
‘ Phase 1 \
— I\ spray-semantic (class) construction
— N
— Syn: NPx V NPy

Sem: X does continuous contact motion over Y

spray construction

E— Syn: NPx spray NPy with NPz
Sem: X causes Y to have a layer over it

Individual occurrence
Phase 3 ‘ a |
- \ Syn: Jack sprayed the wall with paint.
B 1 4 Sem: Jack causes the wall to have a layer over it with paint

Phase 1: From Change-of-state-verbs to verb-class-specific constructions Phase 1 is
where the Change-of-state-verbs are grouped into verb-class-specific constructions. The concept of
Change-of-state-verbs is originally from Pinker (1989) and Goldberg (1995). However, Iwata (2008)
asserts the need to group these verbs once more by their detailed semantics, not just regarding them
as one Change-of-state-verbs group. Figure 6 below demonstrates this.

Figure 6

From Change-of-state-verbs to verb-semantics (class)
ya Change-of-state-verbs N\
( \
- N N ~

spray-semantics(class) cover-semantics(class)

Syn: NPx V NPy Syn: NPx V NPy
| Sem: X does continucus contact motion over ¥ I Sem: _. |
N A AN A

break-semantics(class)

hit-semantics(class)

Syn: Syn:
Sem: ... Sem: ...
AN VA
— ~ —
...-semantics(class) _..-semantics(class)
|
\ Syn: Syn: .
N | Sem: ... || Sem: .. |
NS AN _/

It should be emphasized that each verb-semantics (class) does not equal the exact verb. For
example, the spray-semantics (class) is different from the individual verb spray, but indicates the
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meaning of “continuous contact motion”. Therefore, including the individual verb spray, multiple
verbs which partially have the meaning of spray, such as brush, squirt or splash, can be members of
the spray-semantic (class). The reason I have called it “verb-semantic (class)”, not just “verb-
semantic” or “verb-class” is because “verb-class” is how it is usually called by other texts, while
Iwata (2008) calls it “verb-semantics”. To avoid complexity, I will call it “verb-class” from here on.

Phase 2: From verb-class constructions to verb-specific constructions The verb-class
constructions have multiple verb members as mentioned. For example, in Figure 7 below, there are
several verb members such as spray, brush, squirt, and splash in spray-class. Because these verb
members are exact verbs, from this stage, verb-constructions are also called “verb-specific
constructions”.

Figure 7
From verb-class to exact verbs
/ spray-class N
spray brush
squirt
splash

The verbs, which are members of verb-class-specific constructions, are exact individual verbs. For
example, unlike “spray-class”, the verb spray as a member of the spray-class group, is an exact
individual verb. That is, verb-class constructions indicate wider syntax and semantics, while verb (-
specific) constructions, which are the constructions of exact individual verbs, indicate narrower
syntax and semantics. Figure 8 describes the same phase as above, but it includes the relationship of
constructions between the verb-class construction group and verb-construction group for better
understanding. Individual verb-construction also have more than one construction in them. All the
members of spray-class take multiple constructions, as Figure 8 indicates.
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Figure 8
Details of “‘from verb-class to exact verbs”

e
spray-class N\
Syn: NPx V NPy
Sem: X does continuous contact motion over Y
-~ . ™~ /7 I
/ spray N/ brush \ splash \
( Syn: NPx spray NPy with NPz 1 Syn: NPx brush NPy Syn: ...
Sem: X causes Y to have a layer over it J Sem: X clean Y with a brush ‘ L Sem: ...
\, % . . i - =
Syn: NPx spray NPy ’ Syn: NPx brush NPy
| Sem: X canses a changeof colorin ¥ | Sem: X put something on Y L )/
- - \ = —
Syn: NPx spray NPy ’ Syn: ... ‘ T ‘
Sem: X causes a change of calor in ¥ L Sem: ... N
Syn: ... spray .. [ squirt ;-'
Sem: ... A by,

Phase 3: From verb-specific constructions to individual occurrences In the last phase, the
locative alternation finally appears. From each verb-constructions, the availability of locative
alternation and the variant of alternation (if the alternation is possible) are decided. An example of
the verb spray is shown in Figure 9.

Figure 9
Individual occurrences

spray N

{ -~ N S

Syn: NPx spray NPy with NPz 1 |
Sem: X causes Y to have a layer over it

7

Syn: NPx spray NPy
Sem: X causes a change of colorin Y

)

Location-as-object variant ‘
Y, JAN . .

Syn: NPx spray NPy directional PPz
Sem: X moves Y into/onto Y

Locatum-as-object variant

For the verb spray, the locative alternation is possible, because spray has constructions that
take both location-as-object and locatum-as-object. Here, a construction “Syn: NPx spray NPy (with
NP) & Syn: X causes Y to have a layer over it” allows location-as-object variant, and a construction
“Syn: NPx spray NPy directional PPz & Syn: X moves Y into/onto Y allows locatum-as-object
variant. Each time the variants appear, they are enabled by different constructions, as one
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construction only enables one variant. As above, location-as-object and locatum-as-object variants
are allowed different constructions. The constructions which take each variant are different;
however, since both constructions are included in a spray construction, it is possible to say that the
locative alternation is possible with the verb spray.

The solution of “too general”

Now, let’s see how Iwata’s (2008) constructional perspective addresses the three
aforementioned problems, confirming its plausibility.

The first problem was the generality of Change-of-state-verbs. The fact that these verbs only
bring location-as-object variants can cause misunderstandings, due to the concept of state change
being extremely general. This is first because the members of Change-of-state-verbs behave
differently, as the verbs spray, load, and pour are shown in the section Too general. Additionally,
when secondary location NP is engaged, the borderline of the location-as-object or locatum-as-object
variant becomes vague; such as /it or kick do not take the location-as-object nor locatum-as-object
variant, and the verbs such as break or cut do not take secondary NP nor the location-as-object
variant.

It is possible to avoid being excessively general by focusing on the movements of verbs in
more detail, rather than regarding them as verbs that indicate state change. According to Iwata (2008:
30-34), the so-called Change-of-state-verbs can be divided by their semantics as Figure 10.

Figure 10
The detailed semantics of Change-of-state-verbs

Change-of-state-verbs

spray- semantics ' cover- semantics fill- semantics
(class) (class) (class)

Figure 10 demonstrates the relations among Change-of-state-verbs and various verb
semantics. The component verbs of each group are not fixed, but flexible. The reason for it is, as
mentioned in the section The construction grammar of Iwata (2008), verb-classes represent no more
than the meanings of the verbs, not the actual verbs. If a verb describes a different semantics, besides
the common use of the verb, it is the case that a verb exists in different verb-classes simultaneously.
For example, the verb spray, commonly used as one component of the spray-class, also can be a
component of the cover-class in some circumstances when it indicates the meaning of cover more
than the canonical spray. The fact that verbs can be grouped in diverse classes by their semantics
flexibly supports the non-identical behavior of Change-of-state-verbs. Each usage (including the
variants) of the verb is decided through phases 1 to 3. For example, the final variant of the verb spray
starts from which verb-class that the individual usage of verb spray is finally grouped.

In the section Too general, the three Change-of-state-verbs, spray, load, and pour were held
up as examples of Change-of-state-verbs having different usages. This is possible in the construction
approach. If the verbs spray, load, and pour are divided into different verb-classes in phase 1, they
will have different variants, because they are already grouped in different classes; even if they are
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divided into the same verb-class in phase 1, they will be separated in phase 2, where the exact verbs
are determined, because they are different verbs. These processes will give them different
constructions after all in phase 3, where individual occurrences become certain. Therefore, being one
of the Change-of-state-verbs does not mean it always has to be used with the locatum-as-object
variant. The variant is what construction decides, not the fact that the verb describes state change.

Regarding the verbs that take secondary location NP and other usages, the location-as-object
or locatum-as-object variants are two of the usage variations. In phase 3, usages can be concluded as
other than the location-as-object or locatum-as-object variants, such as having a secondary position
NP or being transitive/intransitive, etc. All possible usages are determined in phase 3, not only
location-as-object or locatum-as-object variants. Thus from the construction approach, diverse
usages of the verbs appear such as the verbs #it and kick, or break and cut.

The solution of “old and new states”

Besides the issue of generality, one more problem with Change-of-state-verbs was the issue
of old and new states. Studies reviewed in the sections Pinker (1989) and Goldberg (1995) believe
that the location-as-object variant appears when the state changes that each verb describes, which
means the old state converts into the new state. However, as it is referred to in the section Old and
new states, the old and the new state do not always occur completely; thus, it is difficult to define
what a state change is. To account for this, Jackendoff (1996) explains the occurrence of atelic state
change by specifying the dimensionality of the verbs’ movements; however, there were no fixed
criteria to divide the verbs into two-dimensional or three-dimensional movements.

The construction approach is also free from state change and the dimensionality specification
because the construction is the only matter proceeding to the other factors, such as state change or
movement dimensionality. The way of thinking summarized as “atelic state change from the old state
to the new state” is a problem only when having a perspective of Change-of-state as the state change
should be the only reason for varied usages in the approach. Therefore, not concentrating on the state
change helps to have a wider perspective. Instead of the state change that verbs describe, focusing on
each verb’s construction solves the problem of incomplete state change. In Iwata’s (2008)
construction approach, unlike that of Goldberg’s (1995), regardless of the state change, constructions
of the verbs are those which enable the variant: The location-as-object or the locatum-as-object
variant (and more), not the fact that whether the meaning of the verb is including complete state
change or not. The “Individual occurrence” of “Phase 3” is the part where the real individual variants
appear.
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Figure 11

Three phase
T ‘ = e
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\ construction 3

verb-specific .
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construction 4

Individual cccurrence ...

\ verb-semantic (class)

. verb-specific
construction ...

construction ...

Figure 11 shows the three phases. In phase 3, each verb-specific construction takes variants. One
verb-specific construction can take one variant as verb-specific construction 2, 3 and 4, or more than
two as verb-specific construction 1. As stated in the section The solution of “too general”, there are
a wide range of variants, not only the location-as-object and locatum-as-object variants; diverse
variants such as transitive/intransitive variants or others are taken in this phase. Here, because the
main theme of this paper is the location-as-object and locatum-as-object variants, the example from
below only shows the location-as-object and locatum-as-object variants.

Figure 9
Individual occurrences
/ spray N
/ - I ._/.‘7-. ™ ‘l"u
Syn: NPx spray NPy with NPz | Syn: NPx spray NPy
Sem: X causes Y to have a layer over it Sem: X causes a change of color in Y
I p .

Location-as-object variant

Syn: NPx spray NPy directional PPz
Sem: X moves Y into/onto Y

™y

‘ Locatum-as-object variant

Figure 9 indicates the individual occurrences of the verb spray. One of the constructions on
the upper left, “Syn: NPx spray NPy with NPz & Sem: X causes Y to have a layer over it” takes the
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location-as-object variant, while the other construction on the lower left, “Syn: NPx spray NPy
directional PPz & Sem: X moves into/onto Y takes the locatum-as-object variant. In this way, each
verb-specific construction decides the final usage of the verb in phase 3. In the construction
approach, the final variants are determined by each construction, not directly from the status of the
state change or dimensionality of the movements. This is how considering constructions of the verbs
alleviates problems of atelic state change.

The solution of “NPs and PPs”’

The last problem that was pointed out was about noun phrases and prepositional phrases: NPs
and PPs. Although NPs and PPs are likely to be contributors, it was not discussed enough. The
contributions of NPs and PPs were clear below.

NPs and PPs can attribute the locative alternation in the construction approach. In phase 1
and 2, where verbs get their constructions, the available NPs and PPs are decided simultaneously,
and the range becomes more and more specific over the phases, as constructions do. This is because
the NPs and PPs are also part of the construction. The constructions, which are the pairs of Syn and
Sem, already include the available NPs and PPs to use in Syn and the meanings when they are used
in Sem. An example construction for the verb spray is shown below in Figure 12 and 13.

Figure 12
Construction of the verb spray

spray construction

Syn: NPx spray NPy with NPz
Sem: X causes Y to have a layer over it

Figure 13
Individual occurrence of the verb spray

Individual occurrence

Syn: Jack sprayed the wall with paint.
Sem: Jack causes the wall to have a layer over it with paint

Figure 12 is one of the spray (-specific) constructions. This shows that the location of “with
NP” should be located after the first object to have a certain meaning that Sem indicates is already
decided. In this construction, a PP other than with is not available in this construction. If a PP other
than with is used, it cannot have the meaning of “X causes Y to have a layer over it”, which is
indicated in the Sem part of the pair. As it is decided in phase 3, the individual occurrence follows
what constructions allow as in Figure 13. That is, the certain PP (with in this case) only can be
located in this position. For example, sentences such as Jack sprayed the wall in paint or Jack
sprayed with paint the wall are not acceptable, because they do not follow the construction.
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Although it might seem that unlike PP, any NP can be posited, but the NP also has its own
limitations that construction created. The example of the verb put in Figure 14 below demonstrates
this.

Figure 14
Construction of the verb put

put construction

Syn: NPx put NPy on/into NPz
Sem: X moves Y into a particular place

From above construction, an individual usage as below can occur.

Figure 15
Individual occurrence of the verb put INTO

Individual occurrence

Syn: Mary put a dish into the sink
Sem: Mary moves a dish into a particular place (sink)

In Figure 14, the sign or mark that shows limits to NPs is left out. However, it should be conceived
that they have. The sentence in Figure 15, Mary put a dish into the sink, is allowable following the
construction of “Syn: NPx put NPy on/into NPz & Sem: X moves U into a particular place”. Yet, it
does not mean that any NP can be located in the NPx, NPy and NPz positions. Example (27a) is from
Iwata (2008) and I created (27b), (27¢) and (27d) based on it.

@n

a. Mary put a dish into the sink.

b. ?7*A sandwich put a dish into the sink.
c. 7*Mary put a house into the sink.

d. 7*Mary put a dish into the pencil.

Examples (27b), (27¢), and (27d) are the examples when NPx, NPy and NPz are not acceptable.
Grammatically, all of them are correct; nevertheless, they are not semantically acceptable without a
particular context. This awkwardness comes from the NPs in (27b), (27¢), and (27d) are out of the
allowable NP range that construction limits.

When inappropriate NPs or PPs are used, the sentences become more unusual. The construction
perspective has an advantage of taking this aspect into consideration, whereas Change-of-state-verbs
cannot.
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Section summary

The perspective of construction grammar escapes from three main disadvantages of Change-of-
state-verbs theories. By avoiding the concept of state change, the construction approach is able to
focus on the constructions of each verb rather than state change itself, which is too broad.
Concentrating on the constructions, not the state change, also alleviates the dilemma of atelic state
change and the roles of NPs and PPs. When attributing the locative alternation or variants to
constructions, the constructions become the reason for the real usage. This is how construction
grammar approaches the locative alternation phenomenon.

Conclusion

In this thesis, [ have examined various perspectives to account for locative alternation, from
former studies to the benefits of the constructional approach.

Through the sections Pinker (1989) to the first Section summary, the impactful studies of Pinker
(1995), Goldberg (1995), and their fundamental thought on Change-of-state-verbs were reviewed.
The concept of Change-of-state-verbs brought three common problems. First, it was excessively
general to encompass the variety of different behavior among verbs; Pinker’s and Goldberg’s
attempts to explain why some verbs do not abide by the concept produced confusion. Second, state
change, which was the most essential part of the Change-of-state-verbs concept, was not clear,
because the states do not always convert completely. Several example sentences from Levin (1993)
and COCA supported this. Last, NPs and PPs had not reflected adequately, due to the concept of
Change-of-state-verb excluding them, while they themselves affect the variants.

As a remedy for these issues, from the section The construction grammar of Iwata (2008),
Iwata’s (2008) construction approach was introduced. This construction approach consisted of three
phases: From Change-of-state-verbs to verb-class constructions, from verb-class constructions to
verb-specific constructions, and from verb-specific constructions to individual occurrences; each
phase was depicted by their constructions. Undergoing these phases, the constructions became more
and more specific, and in the last phase, each verb-specific construction enabled variants, which are
eventually shown as individual occurrences of each verb.

The perspective of construction grammar could avoid the three common problems, as
explained in the sections The solution of “too general” to The solution of “NPs and PPs”’. Grouping
the Change-of-state-verbs once more to verb-class construction level by their semantics could solve
the problem of being too general. Thus, there was no need for a complicated explanation of why
some of the Change-of-state-verbs are not used with the location-as-object variant, because they are
no longer the same Change-of-state-verbs. Dividing the Change-of-state-verbs into verb-classes also
helped to escape from the state change, which had caused the atelic movement issue. Finally, NPs
and PPs are considered as parts of constructions, different from former studies.

In spite of the construction approach of Iwata (2008) relieved tensions in Change-of-state-
verbs theory, it does have its own flaws. The most significant counter-argument I add is that the
theory always puts responsibility on the constructions. Although constructions evidently influence
the locative alternation or other variants, if every individual occurrence was attributed to
constructions, this amounts to merely repeating that a certain usage is allowable because it is allowed
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by the construction; It does not clarify why the individual usage is ultimately chosen. Therefore,
more concrete methods should be devised in future studies.

Although several questions are left, what this paper suggests hopefully can help to deepen the
understanding of locative alternation to the readers.
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