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Abstract

This paper explores integrating Maker Education principles into tertiary English language
classes by implementing the Egg Drop Challenge. Traditionally, language education focused on
vocabulary, grammar, and sentence structures, often isolating the language itself from the
contexts in which it is used in. However, in today's world, language learners need not only
linguistic expertise but also specialized knowledge in various fields. Maker Education, a new
instantiation of project-based learning (Blikstein & Valente, 2019), offers a promising approach
to bridge this gap. Maker Education emphasizes interactive, iterative, and collaborative projects,
fostering essential soft skills and proficiency in STEAM disciplines (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) (Martin, 2015). This study introduced the Egg Drop
Challenge, a hands-on activity rooted in physics and engineering, into a language-focused course.
Participants (N = 32 ) collaborated over three, 100-minute lessons to design contraptions to
protect raw eggs from breaking, applying the principles of Maker Education while also
incorporating language learning. Additionally, the study drew on design thinking and Content
and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) principles to enrich the learning process. This study
suggests that Maker Education can enhance language education by bridging content knowledge

gaps while promoting language development, collaboration, and a sense of accomplishment.
Keywords: CLIL, Design thinking process, Egg drop challenge, Maker Education

Introduction

One of the most significant challenges language educators face is making language
meaningfully connect to the world outside of the classroom. Language is often taught in a
vacuum of vocabulary, grammar, and sentence structure and rarely crosses interdisciplinary
fields (Swain, 1996). In today's world, it is essential for language learners to not only be experts

in their linguistic endeavors but also have specialized knowledge in other fields. One way to
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introduce this knowledge is through utilizing Maker Education, an implementation of project-
based learning, which places a central emphasis on involving students in interactive, iterative,
and collaborative projects (Lundberg & Rasmussen, 2018). The primary goal is to facilitate
learner development through the creation of hands-on projects in a meaningful, real, situated
environment where action is directly connected to learning outcomes. This aligns directly with
situated language theory, which seeks to provide opportunities for learners to see the effects of
their developing language on the communicative context (Uz Bilgin & Tokel, 2019). Other
approaches such as project-based learning (PBL) and task based learning (TBL) approach
situated learning in a similar manner, but Maker Education contextualizes learning in the
iterative hands-on nature of the constructive act, with a great focus on the lessons learned from
the constructive act itself. Numerous studies have provided evidence that Maker Education
effectively nurtures transferable skills such as problem solving, critical thinking, and
collaboration (Martin, 2015; Bevan, 2017; Shin, 2021). Furthermore, it is pivotal in fostering
students' proficiency in STEAM disciplines, encompassing Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts, and Mathematics (Honey & Kanter, 2013).

This study, part of a larger investigation into the effects of Maker Education in tertiary
language learning contexts, introduced a critical-thinking task often used for beginning
engineering students to a university-level language learning course. The study aimed to
investigate the effects Maker Education's may have on student language and soft skill
development. The task chosen, the Egg Drop Challenge, was selected for the study because it
is a basic classroom activity that is frequently found in science classes as it applies the ideas of
physics (energy, momentum, and force) and the engineering of a vessel that will withstand a fall
from a great height (Fields, 2023). This was a perfect match for the application of Maker
Education within a language-focused course, as students must collaborate, brainstorm,
prototype, and test to create a contraption to protect a raw egg from breaking. These lessons
were heavily structured by content while also including a specific explicit language focus to
navigate the content. Through this experience, data suggest that Maker Education may have a
place in tertiary language classrooms as it encourages a different approach to applying learners'

knowledge.

Literature Review

Maker Education draws its foundational principles from early educational thinkers like
Dewey (1986), who emphasized the importance of connecting education with real-life
experiences. Two pivotal theories underpin Maker Education. Firstly, constructivism, rooted in

Piaget's (1952) theory of cognitive development, suggests that learning through hands-on
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experiences combined with reflection leads to the construction of knowledge. According to
constructivism, learners develop and modify mental models through experiences that shape and
reshape these models. Building upon this idea, Halel and Papert (1991) highlighted the value of
experiential learning achieved through the act of physically creating tangible objects. Within
their model, constructionism, creating something tangible is regarded as a manifestation of
internal learning. Furthermore, constructionism highlights the necessity of constructing
knowledge within a context that holds meaning for the learner.

These core theories provided a fertile ground from which Maker Education could emerge.
The 'maker movement' in the early 2000s, marked by the establishment of the first Fab Lab
(Mikhak et al., 2002) and the publication of Make Magazine in 2005, served as the ultimate
catalyst for the evolution of Maker Education. The maker movement embraced a DIY ethos in
open-access spaces equipped with tools and materials, known as makerspaces. These spaces
became increasingly prevalent, eventually finding their way into public spaces such as schools
and libraries. Educators soon recognized makerspaces were excellent educational environments
and could become strong communities of practice. Maker Education, the educational model that
came out of this context, engages learners in creating iterative, hands-on projects that prioritize
the learning journey over the final product assessment (Honey, 2013). Valente and Blikstein
(2019) acknowledge that while Maker Education shares similarities with project-based,
constructionist, and inquiry-driven learning, it possesses distinct characteristics. Rather than
emphasize testing and assessment, Maker Education embraces failure as an essential
component of the learning process and fosters interaction through feedback and reflection
(Maltese et al., 2018; Martinez & Stager, 2019). Although approaches to Maker Education are
adaptable to specific contexts, MakerEd (2015) identifies common threads across all approaches,
such as being student-centered, offering multiple learning pathways, emphasizing the process,
and prioritizing inquiry over answers. Cohen et al. (2017) identified creation, iteration, sharing,
and autonomy as fundamental principles of a Maker Education approach. Other researchers
have stressed the importance of sharing and collaboration, emphasizing that collaboration is an
essential, integrated aspect of the making process (Lundberg & Rasmussen, 2018).

Researchers have additionally begun to apply the approach to language learning contexts.
Alley (2018) created an English learning-focused Maker Education course at a Mexican
engineering university and concluded that “rapid feedback in problem solving both increases
learning and confidence in the use of the target language” (p. 7). For language learners, problem
solving in the target language is not the only benefit of a Maker education approach, as Murphy
(2018) and Seymour (2018) both note that the situated, social, and tactile nature of Maker

Education provides an ideal environment for language learning. Godwin-Jones (2021), in a review
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of evolving technologies for language learning, comments that the appeal of Maker activities for
language is in exploring the complex relationships between humans and objects” (p. 15) that
bridge the gap from knowledge about language to the language used to affect the physical
world. Maker Education in language learning has potential to enhance both learning and
confidence in the use of the target language, fostering a situated, social, and tactile environment
that facilitates problem solving and explores the intricate relationships between humans and
objects in the language learning process.

While utilizing Maker Education as the basis for this project, two other theories were
applied to enhance the learning process. To help the language students think outside of the box,
a large focus was placed on the non-linear design thinking process, in which learners were
tasked with creating a 'space capsule' to protect a raw egg dropped from a second-floor
balcony. First, the students were introduced to the five steps of design thinking (Interaction
Design Foundation, 2016), including five steps, (1) Emphasize — understanding the problem, (2)
Define — identifying the core aspect of the problem, (3) Ideate — brainstorm ideas and designs,
(4) Prototype — turning the ideas into real products, (5) Test — application and evaluation of
the design. It should be noted that this process is cyclical and iterative; at any point in the
design process, it may be necessary to return to a previous step. This way of thinking
structures learners’ making process. The two methodologies of Maker Education and design thinking
have paralleling themes heavily reliant on collaboration and cooperation to solve a problem.

As this study focuses on content and language, it was a perfect opportunity to use the
principles of Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) in making the lessons. CLIL
places equal emphasis on both language acquisition and content comprehension. It is an
educational approach that seamlessly integrates language and subject matter learning. In CLIL,
educators focus on planning, promoting, and evaluating both language and content learning,
although the emphasis may shift between the two aspects. The ultimate goal is to provide
students with meaningful opportunities to engage with both the second language and the
content being studied (Brown & Bradford, 2017). This approach is carefully structured, following
the 4Cs framework of culture, content, communication, and cognition, allowing instructors to
adopt a comprehensive and inclusive teaching method (Coyle et al., 2013). Within this
framework, content is presented alongside explicit language scaffolding to support learners in

effectively engaging with the subject matter (Ball et al., 2015).

Methodology

The egg drop challenge was an addition to a unit on innovation and technology taught in a

reading and writing course for second-year students (19-20 years old) at a Japanese university
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studying English as their major. The task was carried out over three, 100-minute lessons. There
were 32 participants with an even gender split. The average CEFR level among participants
was Bl, with TOEIC scores ranging from 460 to 665. The participants were divided into eight
teams and provided with the same sets of materials, including 1 raw egg, 3 paper cups, 10
straws, 25 wooden toothpicks, 25 chopsticks, 10 small cotton balls, 1 meter of string, 50 cm of
tape, 6 rubber bands, 10 paper clips, and glue.

The first lesson introduced the topic through both a text on inventions, in which useful
vocabulary was learned, and a video demonstration of the challenge by students in a bachelor's
engineering program from an Australian university. After the introduction, learners were
guided through the design thinking process and given time to work together to complete the
first 3 steps of the design thinking process, emphasize, define, and ideate. In the following
lesson, learners began prototyping the ideas they had brainstormed in the previous lesson.
These prototypes were tested without the eggs, though some groups substituted the egg's
weight with other materials, including rocks and erasers. Participants noted what type of
prototype survived the fall from the second-floor balcony, analyzing the failures and redesigning
the vessels. In the third and final lesson, participants presented their creations to the class,
explaining the design process that led to their final product, and launched their design with the
egg from the balcony.

Data was collected from a written reflection evaluating their experience and process.
Participants were asked to complete the reflection within a 24-hour time frame to ensure that
they were able to recall details concerning the activity reliably. Several thought-provoking
questions were provided to the learners to aid them in writing a 150 to 200-word open-ended
reflection. These questions included: Describe the process of creating your project. What did
you do? What challenges did you experience? Did you overcome these challenges? How? Do
you feel that you were successful? Why or why not? What did you learn from your experience
today? The questions were a starting point for the participant’s reflections, eliciting key
elements of the making process. However, participants were not limited to only discussing
these questions and could address any part of the making experience that they deemed notable.
Once the reflections were complete, they were analyzed thematically. This coding process will
be addressed in the results section. Participants at this university had no or limited experience
writing these kinds of reflections. The results will be later compared to the primary data
collection context for the main study, which was carried out at a university that specializes in

self-reflection and student autonomy.
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Results

After data collection, the participants' reflections were made anonymous by removing
personal details. Each reflection was assigned a unique alphanumeric code to aid in organization
and identification. MAXQDA 2022 (VERBI Software, 2021) was used to analyze and code the
reflections. Before starting the coding process, a predefined set of codes was initially created
based on existing literature and prior research findings. This list included reflection, bridging
knowledge, cooperation and collaboration, problem solving, and content-area knowledge. As the
coding process progressed, this list of codes was expanded to include challenges and failures, as
this theme emerged frequently from the data. Subthemes were identified for refection (success-
based and failure-based) to help clarify participant rationale for reflection, and for cooperation
and collaboration (within-team and external) to ascertain with whom the participants were
working. To ensure the highest level of reliability, two independent experts were brought in to
code the data following the established coding system. An assessment of interrater reliability
was conducted, revealing a substantial agreement of 80% between the two raters.

The table below includes the frequency and range of codes from the main study (labeled

Total) and the egg drop activity (See Table 1).

Table 1. Core constructs

Code (Core construct) gfetzlule)r?ct; Total range Il?fegqigr)li . giglg(imp
Reflection 518 309 (8829%) 9 (25.06%)
Failure-based 227 174 (49.71%) 31 (80.64%)
Success-based 187 150 (42.85%) 23 (54.83%)
Challenges or failures 400 276 (78.86%) 35 (70.96%)
Bridging knowledge 309 213 (60.86%) 3 (9.67%)
Cooperation and collaboration 302 41 (55.14%) 23 (51.61%)
Within-team 184 136 (38.86%) 14 (35.48%)
External 69 62 (17.71%) 3 (9.67%)
Problem solving 200 156 (44.57%) 9 (29.03%)
Content area knowledge 120 99 (28.29%) 1 (3.22%)

Other Emergent Themes

Total Data Total range Egg drop
Frequency Frequency

Positive experiences 268 199 (56.86%) 21 (54.83%)
Design process 125 103 (29.43%) 44 (83.87)

Emergent theme Egg drop Range
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There are some parallels in the data with regards to the range of participants reflections
in which the codes manifested; challenges or failures (70.96%), cooperation and collaboration
(51.61%), and positive experiences (54.83%), echoed the data from the larger scale study.
Whereas there was a marked difference in codes of failure-based reflection (80.64%) and design
process (8387%) within the egg drop data set. This may be due to the explicit teaching of the

design thinking process to the participants and the limited experience of writing self-reflections.

Discussion

The data would suggest that overall, the maker activity was well received as it allowed
learners to apply the lesson content in an actual situation and was a departure from the typical
reading and writing lesson. Three key principles of Maker Education were clearly present in
the learners' reflections: Creating to enhance language, collaboration leading to positive
experiences, and a sense of accomplishment. Note that the participant reflection statements

have not been edited and are presented in their original form.

Creating to enhance language:

This time I can recognized what I did in University and how they help my English skills.
In general, the person who do not get used to English tend to be silent this activity. I
talked a lot in English, but it was first time to talk about engineering! so this experience

are going to help me someday. (Participant 01, Pos. 1)

I could argue my opinions in English, and my opinions were accepted. So, I felt a little
confident in my English. Since then, I have been able to enjoy this project. After Finishing
the activity, I thought that it was a good activity, and sometimes it is important to do such

an activity to improve English skills. (Participant 18, Pos. 1)

As these two participants highlight, they felt that the egg drop challenge was a meaningful
way for improving their language usage. Participants attribute the activity to a growth in
communication ability and, to a lesser degree, an increase in confidence. The activity was also
linked to the future need for language as the learners had previously yet to experience the
content, engineering. Maker Education allowed the students to bridge knowledge, forming a
connection between language and content, creating a rich education environment by making

content meaningful through applying hands-on learning.
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Collaboration leading to positive experiences:

In addition, I felt that it is important to have the attitude of understanding what the other
person wants to say. So I want to improve that skills and anhance a communication skill. I
think this class is very interesting and very good at improving cooperation and English

skills. (Participant 08, Pos. 1)

I had a very good experience. Our team failed to protect an egg from inpact. But I think it
was important for the team to be able to share different opinions each other and challenge.
I was able to create an environment where it was easy to share opinions in particularly. I
did not know people in team but I was able to talk with them positively. I could grow up

through this activity. So I want to see more of these challenges. (Participant 29, Pos. 2)

The need for collaboration and cooperation to complete the egg drop challenge was echoed
through most of the reflections. Though most of the teams failed to land the egg safely on the
ground below, as participant 29 points out, there was still a sense of positive growth as learners
had to rely on each other to complete the task. Students had to clearly express their ideas and
opinions in the design of the egg vessels. This type of communication is typically not found in a
text-based lesson. The enhancement of 'doing' a task first hand rather than reading about
someone else's experience leads to different ideas and opinions being formed as the learner

experiences the context differently.

Sense of accomplishment:

This challenge taught me that using my imagination and working together with others to
create something not only improves my communication skills, but also gives me a sense of

accomplishment at the same time. (Participant 13, Pos. 1)

As key literature emphasizes, being able to create and invoke one's imagination leads to a
more fulfilling learning experience, as this participant illustrates. There is a cognitive shift in
language use to communicate, and the skill is made real by the creation within maker activities.
A sense of accomplishment may also be enhanced through the collaborative nature of maker
education activities, by communicating and working together out of necessity to achieve a goal.
To reiterate, Maker Education is not based on rigid summative evaluation but instead on

communication and doing, which leads learners to a deeper understanding of the content and
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how to collaborate successfully.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this study explored integrating Maker Education principles into tertiary
English language classes by implementing the Egg Drop Challenge. The findings suggest that
Maker Education can indeed find a place in language-focused courses, offering a unique
approach to applying learners' knowledge and fostering various essential skills. The data
analysis revealed several significant themes within the participants' reflections. Firstly, it was
evident that the Maker Education activity positively impacted language development. Students
reported increased confidence in using English, especially when discussing engineering concepts
that were previously unfamiliar to them. This highlights Maker Education's potential to bridge
content knowledge gaps while enhancing language skills. Secondly, collaboration and
cooperation emerged as essential aspects of the Egg Drop Challenge. Learners emphasized the
importance of understanding each other's perspectives and working together effectively. The
project-based nature of Maker Education encourages communication and teamwork, providing
students with opportunities to share ideas, problem-solve, and grow through the collaborative
process. Lastly, a sense of accomplishment was a prevalent theme in the reflections.
Participants expressed satisfaction in using their creativity and imagination to design and build
the egg protection devices. This sense of achievement was not solely tied to the successful
landing of the egg but also to the process of working together and actively participating in a
hands-on learning experience. Overall, this study suggests that Maker Education can be a
valuable addition to language education, promoting language development, collaboration, and a
sense of accomplishment among learners. By integrating content and language in a meaningful
way, educators can create a more engaging and enriching learning environment. Future
research and pedagogical practices should continue exploring Maker Education's potential in
language classrooms, as it holds promise for preparing students to be proficient in both

language and interdisciplinary fields, aligning with the demands of the modern world.
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Abstract

This exploratory action research, conducted at a Private University in the Tokyo metropolitan
area, aimed to examine the efficacy of the OREO (Opinion, Reason, Example, Opinion) approach
as a strategic pedagogical intervention for augmenting the instruction of academic research
paper writing. Over a 14-week period, comprising 28 lessons of 100 minutes each, a prescribed
syllabus was navigated, with the liberty for instructors to implement specific teaching
strategies. Instead of a traditional examination, students' evaluations were based on two essays
and several weekly assignments, emphasizing genuine engagement and personal interest.
Following the exploration of an issue, it became evident that students struggled with
substantiating their arguments. Preliminary findings underscored the significance of addressing
these challenges. Consequently, the OREO approach was introduced as the first intervention.
Building on this, the second intervention emphasized the three 'E's: Evidence, Example, and
Explanation (EEE). This addition aimed to enhance students' ability to support their arguments
robustly by incorporating concrete evidence, compelling examples, and clear explanations. The
research highlights the effectiveness and implementation strategy of the modified OREO

approach and the significance of rubrics in transitioning sophomores to researchers.

Introduction

The arduous journey of teaching academic writing skills is universally agreed upon,
especially in English as a foreign language (EFL) classroom. In various educational settings,
students and teachers express discontent with teaching and learning writing skills. The
endeavor becomes particularly daunting when the focus shifts to research paper writing,
necessitating robust substantiation without diluting the author's positionality. Although
substantial research delves into the complexities of developing academic writing skills

(Okamura, 2006; Marlink, 2009; Razi, 2015), a universal strategy remains elusive due to the
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varied dynamics inherent in every classroom. Regardless of the presence or absence of a
prescribed syllabus for teaching academic writing, the paramount concern for teachers and
learners is producing a smoothly substantiated, research-based paper. This exploratory action
research was conducted to navigate the complex challenge of enhancing research paper writing
skills among Japanese university students. The report details the successful implementation of
the OREO (Opinion, Reason, Example, Opinion) a cleverly designed acronym inspired by the
famous biscuit brand Oreo, known for its luscious white creamy layer sandwiched between two
dark chocolate cookies. This innovative yet so simple technique, first explored and implemented
by Samosa et al. (2021), designed to help students effortlessly remember how to construct and

substantiate opinions with reasons in their essays, akin to relishing the strata of an Oreo biscuit.

Background

This exploratory action research study chronicles a lecturer's journey during the first year
of teaching 'Research Paper Writing' at a private university in Tokyo metropolitan area.
Although experienced in teaching various courses across numerous universities in Japan, this
adventure presented a fresh challenge: empowering learners to transition from freestyle
writing to research paper writing in English. The course enrolled 19 second-year undergraduate
students, each demonstrating language proficiency of approximately B2 to Cl. Over 14 weeks
and through 28 lessons, each lasting 100 minutes, the lecturer navigated a prescribed syllabus.
At the same time, instructors were afforded the liberty to implement their strategies for
teaching research paper-style academic writing. Instead of concluding with a standard
90-minute test, the course assessed students through two essays serving as midterm and final
submissions and several weekly assignments. A core ethos of the course was to inspire genuine
student engagement. Echoing the belief that research writing thrives when rooted in personal
interest, students enjoyed the latitude to choose their research topics, ensuring sustained
engagement throughout the semester. The lecturer's acquaintance with the principles of
exploratory action research is attributed to mentorship received from Smith (2020), the founder

of an exploratory action research project for teachers initiated by the British Council in 2013.

Teaching research paper writing style at Japanese University

Japanese researchers, much like their counterparts in other non-English-speaking countries,
often lean toward employing simpler English as a survival strategy when presenting their
scientific findings (Okamura, 2006). Presenting scientific findings in English is crucial for
scientists because even in non-English-speaking countries, scientific journals are predominantly

published in English. To excel in the realm of science, non-English-speaking scientists must not
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only keep up with the latest developments in their field but also master the art of English
writing, which presents a considerable challenge (Okamura, 2006). Consequently, non-English-
speaking scientists, including those in Japan, grapple with significant difficulties in integrating
into the global discourse community (Okamura, 2006).

This foundation underscores the compelling need to teach academic writing skills,
particularly research paper writing, to Japanese learners (Okamura, 2006; Wadden & Peterson,
2017). The literature underscores the formidable challenges Japanese researchers encounter in
mastering English academic writing and emphasizes the necessity for comprehensive
interventions (Okamura, 2006; Wadden & Peterson, 2017). These challenges, coupled with
identified gaps in academic writing skills among Japanese learners, underscore the critical

importance of further research and intervention in the realm of research paper writing skills.

Action Research in Education

Action research, stemming from the fusion of 'action' and ' research,” embodies the
principles of reflective practice' and 'teacher as a researcher. It follows a structured process
involving planning, action, observation, and reflection, all within a cyclical framework (Lewin,
1946). This approach is widely applied in various professional fields, including education, to
foster ongoing reflection and improvement. In the field of education, action research is
particularly prevalent because it allows practitioners to assess the effectiveness of their
teaching methods, curriculum development, and student learning experiences, thereby enabling
continuous enhancement. This interactive action-and-research process provides valuable
insights into the realities of the classroom, emphasizing practical significance and the insider's
perspective on current issues. Unlike traditional research, which prioritizes literature reviews,
strict research design, and statistically significant results, action research may involve fewer
rigid procedures, smaller and less representative samples, and the presentation of raw data,

even if statistically insignificant (Marrow, 1969; Burns, 2021).

The Emergence of Exploratory Action Research

Amidst the demanding responsibilities of lesson planning, teaching, and grading, educators
may find it challenging to engage in research activities. However, exploratory action research
(EAR) offers a practical and valuable avenue for teachers to effectively address classroom
challenges (Smith & Robelleo, 2021). EAR involves teachers delving into their classroom
situations and refining their practices based on their findings. Specifically designed to be
practical and valuable for teachers, especially those facing challenging teaching situations, EAR

enables educators to understand classroom issues better, recognize student needs, and align
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their teaching approaches accordingly. Notably, the EAR is rooted in practical experience
rather than theoretical literature, and it employs data collection methods that minimize
disruption to teaching. Furthermore, EAR enhances teacher-student relationships, boosts
student engagement in lessons, nurtures an inquiry-oriented mindset, bolsters a sense of agency

for effecting change, and instills a sense of empowerment.!

Research Method

This exploratory action research was guided by the framework conceptualized by Smith
(2021). This approach provided a clear and structured pathway for thorough examination,

ensuring ample time for research activities.

2 o

\

& 4

Fig 1. Exploratory Action Research Cycle (Smith, 2021)

Fig. 1 visually represents the research cycle, highlighting various stages essential for a
comprehensive and holistic inquiry. Leveraging this methodology ensured that our investigation

was thorough and anchored in a well-established foundation.

' https://www.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/files/exploratory_action_research_for_enhanced_teaching
and_learning.pdf
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Research Question
How can students be effectively supported in transitioning from basic essay writing to

producing well-substantiated research paper?

Data Collection

Data collection for this action research project encompassed several crucial components.
Initial data were gathered through classroom observation during the first two weeks of the
study. This provided valuable insights into the students' baseline writing abilities and classroom
dynamics. Additionally, the students were tasked with submitting their first essay assignment,
allowing for an assessment of their writing skills based on their prior knowledge and
experiences. A survey questionnaire was administered to the students through Google Docs to
gain a more comprehensive understanding. It is important to note that this survey was
completed by 14 out of the 19 students, with verbal consent obtained from all participants, who
were adults above 18. This questionnaire was valuable for investigating the subject matter and
gauging student perspectives. Furthermore, data collection extended beyond formal methods,
with ongoing observation and teacher reflection providing continuous insights into the student's

progress and challenges.

Issue Exploration and Finding

Upon careful analysis of the initial essay assignment submission and survey responses,
several prevalent issues were identified, shedding light on students' challenges in their writing
endeavors. Notably, students exhibited difficulties in providing strong substantiation for their
arguments. Their essays often lacked compelling evidence and examples, resulting in writing
that failed to convince readers effectively. Furthermore, students frequently presented vague
explanations that could have helped clarity and comprehension in their writing. Another
common issue observed was related to positionality, with many students struggling to establish
a clear and convincing position in their arguments. They often lacked the necessary evidence,
strong examples, and coherent explanations to support their viewpoints adequately.
Importantly, students themselves acknowledged the impact of their previous academic
experiences on their writing challenges. This recognition underscores the significance of

addressing these issues in the action research project to enhance their writing skills effectively.

Plan of Action and Implementation
Phase 1 (Week 3)

This course incorporated innovative teaching strategies based on prior experiences and
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previous research on the Power-S' approach by Bidari (2021). Two lessons were dedicated to
introducing students to the practice of addressing social issues through small group activities,
fostering a foundation for the upcoming exploration of the OREO approach: Opinion, Reason,
and Evidence. A collaborative group task was introduced to enhance this approach's
effectiveness, encouraging students to work together in applying the OREO method to their
writing. Simultaneously, a meticulously crafted rubric was used to guide the peer review
process, ensuring adherence to defined criteria and standards. These collaborative efforts
through the group task and rubric were pivotal in promoting a culture of constructive feedback
and collaboration among students, fostering an environment where they actively cross-checked
and improved their essays.

As students confirmed their topics of interest, they were guided in developing the essential
components of persuasive writing: ethos, pathos, and logos. Ethos and pathos were built by
exploring how friends, peers, and acquaintances shared similar concerns or aligned with their
social issues. This exercise strengthened their positioning as researchers with a vested interest
in their chosen topics. To enhance logos, students were tasked with finding literature in both

Japanese and English, mastering the art of citing evidence effectively.

Phase 2 (Week 7)

As the course progressed, it became evident that while the initial introduction of the
OREO approach was beneficial, it needed further strengthening. During week 7, recognizing
the need for refinement, an additional intervention was introduced. This intervention placed a
heightened emphasis on the "EEE" components of the OREO strategy—Explanation, Evidence,
and Example. This modification aimed to make the OREO approach even more effective for
students.

This second phase of the modified OREO approach, now termed "OREEEO," initially posed
some challenges for students to grasp. However, it gradually gained traction and proved
successful. This success was evident in the final course reviews provided by students,
highlighting the positive impact of this enhanced approach on their writing skills and

understanding.

Phase 3 (Week 11)

Building on the strengthened OREO approach, week 11 marked a significant milestone. A
precise rubric was introduced for self-assessment and peer assessment. This rubric was
meticulously crafted to provide students with clear guidance on evaluating their work against

defined criteria and standards. It aimed to foster a culture of self-reflection and constructive
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feedback among students, encouraging them to critically assess their own writing as well as
that of their peers. Recognizing the significance of drafts in the writing process, several lessons
were allocated for students to compose drafts, serving as opportunities for formative
assessment and skill refinement. Peer review played a pivotal role in developing their papers,
organized as double-blind peer reviews, pairing students anonymously using codes, and

combining different proficiency levels to foster diverse perspectives.

Phase 4 (Week 14 - Conclusion)

As the course neared its conclusion, students had progressed from basic essay writing to
well-structured research paper writing. Recognizing the significance of drafts in the writing
process, several lessons were allocated for students to compose drafts. These draft stages
served as valuable opportunities for formative assessment and skill refinement. Peer review
played a pivotal role in further developing their papers. It was organized as double-blind peer
reviews, pairing students anonymously using codes and combining different proficiency levels
to foster diverse perspectives.

Finally, as the course concluded, course review forms were administered to students.
These forms aimed to gather feedback and insights from students about their learning
experiences and the impact of the OREO and OREEEO approaches. This cohesive approach
ensured a smooth transition from basic essay writing to well-structured research paper writing,

guided by strategic interventions and continuous improvement.

Conclusion

This study, conducted at a private university in Tokyo, aimed to enhance students'
academic writing skills by implementing a modified OREO strategy. The research focused on
students' difficulties transitioning from introductory essay writing to more complex research
paper composition. The first intervention introduced the OREO strategy; however, while it laid
a foundational understanding, its impact was less profound than anticipated. Recognizing the
need for refinement, a second intervention was implemented, intensifying the focus on
Explanation, Evidence, and Example (EEE) within the OREO framework and introducing a
precise rubric for self and peer assessment. This revised strategy empowered students to
weave persuasive and substantiative arguments, diving deeper into their chosen topics. By
embedding this thick layer of EEE into the traditional OREO framework, students were better
equipped to draft a substantiated essay. Coupled with a well-defined self and peer assessment
rubric, the approach fostered deeper knowledge generation, allowing the students to establish

their positionality firmly. This study demonstrates that with the right structured methods,
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young scholars, even in a non-native English context, can produce robust research papers.
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Appendix
Lesson Plan

Objective

Students will be able to construct well-organized academic paragraphs using the OREO
formula: Opinion, Reason, Evidence (with example and explanation), and Opinion Restated.
Target Group: Japanese university second-year students.
Time: 100 minutes
Materials

e Handout of the good and bad paragraph examples

e Internet access for research

¢ Google Doc

Lesson Structure
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Warm-up Activity 1 (10 minutes)
e Distribute Activity 1 handout.
e Students individually identify the OREO components in each paragraph.
e C(lass discussion to write identified components on the board and decide which

paragraph is 'good' and 'bad’.

Quick Research and Topic Selection (10 mins)

e Students find evidence for their topic in preparation for the group discussion.

Discussion & Topic Selection (20 minutes)
e Students are divided into small groups to discuss and select individual topics.
e FEach group presents their chosen topics and supporting points.

e Students return to their original seating positions to write.

Reintroduce/reconfirm OREO Formula (10 minutes)
e  Briefly explain the OREO formula.
e  Discuss the importance of structure in academic writing and the differences between

the 'good' and 'bad' paragraphs from Activity 1.

Writing & Initial Feedback (25 minutes)
e Students write a paragraph using the OREO formula on Google Docs.

e The teacher provides instant feedback and guidance by visiting each document.

Peer Review (15 minutes)
e Students exchange and review each other's work using a rubric.

e Encourage discussion about the challenges and areas of improvement.

Conclusion & Homework Assignment (10 minutes)
e Reflection on the experience of writing with the OREO formula.

e Homework, submit the final draft before the next class.
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Assignment: Final draft submission

67

Instructions

Activity 1

1. Read the example paragraphs below.

2. Find and highlight:

Opinion: What writer believes?

Reason: Why?

Evidence: Information that supports the opinion.
Example: Supporting example

Explanation: More details about the idea.

3. Decide which paragraph is 'good’ and 'bad.

**Think: Are the evidence and examples convincing? Is the explanation clear?

Example 1

From a popular Hollywood star to a dedicated humanitarian, Angelina Jolie's journey
exemplifies a positive reinvention. This transformation was illuminated when a notable shift
occurred during her filming of "Lara Croft' in Cambodia in 2000. She channeled her energies
and advocacy toward human rights, with a focus on aiding women in conflict-ridden areas. She
has been collaborating with the UNHCR since 2001 and was appointed a Special Envoy in 2012,
earnestly working to heighten refugee awareness and support (UNHCR, 2022). Angelina's

transformative changes and deep commitment are genuinely inspiring to the youth.

Reference

UNHCR & Jolie, A. (2022, December 16). Jomnt Statement by UNHCR and Angelina Jolie.

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. https://www.unhcr.org/news/press-releases/

joint-statement-unhcr-and-angelina-jolie
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Example 2

I like Angelina Jolie as a movie actress who underwent a good reinvention. I have two
reasons. First, she is my favorite actress. Second, she is a human rights activist. In conclusion,

Angelina Jolie is a beautiful and famous example of reinvention.

Rubric: Self-assessment & Peer Review
Instruction
This rubric will be used for all our writing assignments for both self-assessment and peer
reviews. Please make sure to keep it safe and readily accessible. This rubric is used to provide

comprehensive feedback and evaluate each component carefully.

Criteria Yes (2) Somewhat (1) No (0)
Clear Topic |Clear, effective topic Somewhat clear topic Unclear or missing
Sentence sentence at the start. sentence. topic sentence.
Opinion Clearly, stated opinion. Somewhat clear opinion. |Opinion not stated.
Reason Clear. logical reasoning. Somevx{hat logical Hlogmgl or unclear
reasoning. reasoning.
. Relevant evidence with  |Somewhat relevant Irrelevant or no
Evidence L . :
proper citation. evidence. evidence.
. . Somewhat detailed or No or irrelevant
Example Detailed, specific example. )
specific example. example.
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TIVA=ZVZ - a7 nfg e85 2 812072, BAEXT TIZau I MKIC R ) xHEEEs G
Fons [Tyr— P L 2HEEHET TS, ZOFEHPIERBOFTRTH 5,

AEGTIE, VA=Y 7 -0 7B 5 2 SO IRt TIEB O 2 43 %20 0k,
WIS T2FEDRY B LT 7 — PORKFICEDSTHEBH O R E 5T 505, U2
CLIL £ B0 OBLE D OB 2 4R ) IR Y 72\ RIS HROME L REZ KR 5,

I. Mi#EE

1. UXZ2>7 -OJ00OHMEICONT

VA=Y 7 - uarZomEl LT, Kemp 2010) i3 A=> 27 - ur %452 LI2L->TH
GOFF YR . ABRMICFETZHED L NHO LBRT WD, S HIZAIL (2015) 13##3%
DN CHFER BB E DT 57-012) A= 7 - a Z 2 G LR, Fc) 2= 7 i
YEARALNIZE VD, AL (FE) OfETIZ, VAZY 7071 75— a >0k
fE L7205 &NAOREMBIEEFELZIZ S0 ERR SN LD o720 LANVEITIE RN X
DHRL T T ADTBUHEDIRPIKE 2o 728\ ) FERDIR S 72,

2. V2= .00 7V TERHICONT

MEFESFIZB VT, HAHP WL O0D 7 FADOU T %2> 27350 MiFIEARLNT
(Doré, 2004) 25, FEBEDVREH LT 72 L 27 T AHEHIIOWTOR LI Y75 %o 72,
MHEFEOBE,SHH LTI (2022) O A=Y ZEAE—F 270 [TL Yy N8| 25K
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HENCIE W E BN S, a7 kDS ITIER V. LzdT> Ty RGN LWRAL S 2 5
7259,

M. AEDHE

1. BAEDOHEHM

RO FI LBz L) ICAREENI H ORI O 7 A N Ry EREER D S5 % 5 2 & A
BTk v, BROERE L TIROUEITIARO N2 0d Lew)s, LA, Z0EICHSH
BN FEREEZECAILIZTHEHETHLLEZ TV D, TOLOIIIZTHOFEEEH, HIK
L, EEFENOBEO T2 ROL I EPUHATH LA, [Z8] L) TEBIFCE
7B HIE R Ko e REFEEDEED T 20 51213 E) THERVO D, ZO0E2DHEE L
TIVAZVY T I IATY)AZ YT -0 ryOY 7)) Y 7ifi#air) T &Il L7z,

VAZY D7 FAEIRRbTHEWiELHE, NEMMLHEE L, BRESER LV
T5EV)ZTHEDMAER IR T\ Ve 2IDOHHATE-01, VA=Y Y -ar ki)
LT A THRL. FONBICOWTI V=T THERELE LAY, 2N 27T AN E
TIEIFAZ LTz T3 a2 =23 VIZHEDCFERICL o THEAEED) A=V 7938 1CHE R
BHCHLD fA, FE Y ZIZOWTHELEZ LI 2D E LD TH D, AfTld, MHEHOY 2=
YT FAIBTEZATDOY 2T Y TG ERNT S LT, FORREHL LI LI,

2. RESME

(1) HROZEDIFE

REOKGE Lzold, EEMHLTLEBHAERLGFED ) A=V T 7 T AREET S 2
7IA (EHEE.Z7F7AA TV TABETEDPIEFFELANNVIEAETHL) OFE G HTH L,
PERETN S YREME SRR CHE 1 M~ 28 L~ OV 72A%, HIZIZBEREDEBENAA L LT b & Bbh
LFEL A EEND,

SO 1EEIZ, BEL T, IRHEIRZ 5772 v, English only OB HIASSEAL RV, &) B
B A N, Fo, WA 3EEZEL CITFTOEEELZITTB ) RROFARAETH RN
Mol LHERT L, TORENL LNV, Bl DOLEICE > TO 7 TARL R, 7T
AELTOFELEFNIHENL IR, ZOREIIREFICY 7 A B I R o7z,

VA=Y 7 - ur70y 7))y ZEE I SBERT TV DA, ATl 2023 FEEE O
14 BIZH72 5B 2 ) R 5,

(2) ERATXX b

VA= 7 75AS LNV TIEFNCIE Pearson D Current Topics 1 % L Twhb,
i I =7581% American English T4 5 L )L it TOEIC 550-650, CEFR A2-B2 L E SN THD .,
SLARNVCTHERZCIERTELTFANCH L, TAVIORFETOHRBFEZEMELTBD,
Pearson D FR— 2 « R=D2Z [TH T I v 7 BB CTUELR) A=V VR A F )V % 3%
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9 ## (developing 21% century academic skills) TH 5| LM EN T 5,

EHTI2O02 =y FPH LD, FBFEWHICHoca =y MiE, PHEBR T ToOArE T
Psychology: Happiness. Linguistics: A Time to Learn. Public Health: Sleep. Business:
Negotiating for Success. %} Clx. Engineering: Robots. Biology: Genetically Modified Food.
History: Shackleton. & ZIEi2hH7:5 7 0%y EiF, a7 oML 7 R L 72,

3. REDFHE

(1) Feedback sheet

HIER . 20 54713 &% ffi o T feedback sheet IZIZZEDIRD R ) 2 E P TV EHD, FAED
ROBEDIZOWTRELTHEDOIA Y P2RT I EIILTWE, VAZY T - ar70v 7)) r
UGB ZAT o 72 HIZIZIEBNC DWW T ax v F2EC L) IR LA, FAEELT L b ZOWEENIC
ONTHEHCLIERS b olz, FHMTHELAVONBTRHTOEZ Z HFETHE I LW
FHEH WD ERbIL, T4 VIEFEIZOWTIIIRED R 2L Rh o 7205, FRurwv
FHEFEHEWZIIA Y P EEOTW 2, VA7 -0 r7 0y o7 ) ¥ ZiGENE T & 2R Y 5
BETIT) L) ARERE Lz, S2THEONAFEAED T A Y b ARG ICH L THBINIZTE
HL7,

(2) ZBEKRT7>r— b

KGO T =5 DR LIEFRRIATo ) A=V 7 - areduihbk L2) A= 0 ZiEICHET
BT 27— REORE TH D, BRI LS, BEISHE L 2w b, LEFHILHTA
YHCA—TEDLIRLLIVVLETH LI LR L7z 77— Mid Oh-olMeiji Lo [7 > 7 —
M ZFHLT4HETIT, BAMICHBRR THELTH 5572,
HHANFEOFMIZOWTIE [H#R] OHEHTHONEKDOTRBT LI L LT 5,

V. REOHE
1. URZ>J - 07058k
FHIZBUTO L) RiERE5 2T,
% Keep the record of your listening on the Excel sheet “Listening notes” on I#3EN%Z - &H .
1) Visit several sites and listen to them. Keep the record of what you listened to. At least 3
items for each unit. You may listen to anything that is related to the topic of each unit.
2) Choose your favorite talk/news or the best one.
3) Listen to it several times and then answer the questions on 7 >~ — b on Oh-ol Meiji.
% Submit a listening log at the end of each unit and “Listening notes” at the end of the term.
FHZ) A= T = MCEACARSR L, ZOH» 5 1 & ED, OholMeii @ [7> 7 —
N ICRIE S 2 TR AR T 5. 7o — FOEMERIZLUTO@EY) TH b,

1) Give the title of the talk or news you listened to.
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2
3
4
5
6
7

Write an outline of the news or talk within 30 words.

What do you think about the topic? Write your own opinion within 20 words.

List at least 5 vocabulary / expressions that you learned with their meaning in English.

How many times did you listen to the talk or news you chose?

Set a new goal of your listening practice for the next unit: proficiency level, length, etc.

-_— 2 I T = =

What is the resource of the talk or news you listened to: BBC, TED talk, CNN, etc.
UbEP) 2= 7 - a7 OfEkIZET 5255 Th b,

2. V227 -0z T7VITES

K, 7 FATOY =27 2 TIEEIIZOWTHERS,

HEOE3~AND TNV —T PN TEET 50 A Y /N—135E LR 3V X 9 IEEREIELC L 725,
2=y PTEWRZ NI TTHBRART D720, BT V=T DX N—138R-% 5 FHEIIZLT
DFNEZRT .

1) Decide the roles in each group:
- discussion leader, presenter (recorder : FEFR D72 OFLEkIR ), time-keeper (commentator :
> 7V — T DFEFIER] - 3 A2 M T 54%), cheer leader (FEFETHIT & 9 T 1%)
2) Share the story within 2 minutes each in each group
3) Choose the most interesting/curious one in each group.
4) Discuss with your group members: (%412 2 DERFHEIETH 5 = & # EEIMES %)

- what is interesting to you

- what you think about it

- ask any question to the talk-bearer
5) Presenter should prepare the presentation:

- title and the outline of the story

- reason why your group chose that one (what is interesting)

- main points of group discussion

GRET V=TT LEo 2B, 7 7 ABEKOTEIME L, %7 )V — T O presenter 73553

L. RO Z )V — 7D commentator VR, HBHVIET ALY M B, TOEMICKHLTHOZ ) —
TD =7 OMABEDVELE S > TERZ L. FIRFEWEIR I 2 ¥ FM5GE13, BiliofE
T T AERDFELEVIIHATS o ReIIFFICHIRE SRR S 2,

TN—TEE, BLOKEITN—T D7 FANORERLBERIGE. 7T ADFE LEVWEGDLES
A0 TAREDIEI E e B T OB RFERT 720, T F A D vocabulary part RWEWERD
ME, ¥ F—A VY Z7IZAEREL L, HETRAEOERLHNEOEZERA ¥ b, HENWRT
VIOV T 5 [l | 2 BAN . FIIZHEEEEICE LD M 2 vipd
L\VDAS, 7T ADFAEBOIFENIEN S D720, KFHOEENIZ G EFETHEETE/-2
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EREEIE 5 Th LAMAD R 572 55 Ty F2ED S ORBIEHA A 2o 72,

V. BRESW

1. BENLGER

(1) 4EOEZEDHER

@/ )V — FIHEIZDOWT

S (314 OGRS [VAZY 7 - B E) A=y ZAF VO -7z &
& L7 —H. VAV -0 7O V—=TNTOL 7)) ¥ 7SI L T, AF)LiZon
TIE VA=Y T AF VDM LI 572 L T HMEDN% A Y —F 2 72X )V LI -
2T ABEENIT%,. T4 ANy ay AFNDA IR o728 T AREIEDN 3% TH o 72,
SO SHEANOEFICOVTIE [E#MEHLZEICL ) TFF A NONTHRBRIET > 2] [0
EODMEY ZIZOWTHAREZDINDLI Db o7z] [FL b= 2T ZhU
T HEZNIENTILED 2 b ho THHED - 72] [HENED o721 Lw)EExEND
7% LELFFRT, [HF N EH)Bbhv] ERELAEDIX1HDOARIES Tz RITHENDRL
WZOWTI [FXFAMNOHEDFEETH L Z LIZRO7 (100%) ] [THR~HZ TS Z LA
T&7 (97%)] THEDZ LR ZEZ D EoNTIZHh o7z (0%)] [T XA M EEBEOHEOHR
FPED o7z (84%) ] DI EEN R EEDOENE D572, HEHFEOHROVLDOTH i
M & DORERMELEEIZ DO WTIE, [T WA WA R EGERTE /2] Z 12k L TEvE
AETHENZREZEI SO 91%5H) . [MPOEREZR W THRIZZ 7 (94%) ] [Hwx X
DECHBETEL 87%)] [HMSRVHZMD I ENTER (T7%) ] 122V T b IR R
RBBEONTe HHHHFOZLIZOWTIE [BETLILICLoTHTOEZ 2HA L] [H
FORENEHEE S o7 O 2HBIZZEBPEENGZGZRLTED [FERLZYENZD
52 L THEEONHMUTz (90%) | [HFEOFEERIZIENT: 84%) ] LT 5EH L A bNT,
L L. [HEFRICHEDZ DWW EREL-OESIMBEOB L Z=00—I128F -7,

HEDRO LIZEDEIE LN o720 EDOHEHE LT, BRLUB OB L 0o 72
CENBITONLIES ) BHDT N —TD5EY T HIREANE SRR L 72013 26% Fi D 7 )V —
TIEMT 2R EMELREL-DIZ T%ICBE L o720 £ OBMEFILFEER (60%) L EM
(48%) D% —IIREBRL 72 L) E F o7 R L eh o7z (65%) BRI L7z (97%)
LWV FEED AL, ROF) B THF> Tk 972,

SHICHRTAIZE 2AH[HERT HARI27% o THREBET M2 | & % L 7220313 935%. [ &
M9 24212 7% o CHREBEHMH 2] LG L72SIN#E 1 839% 12 o 7-—7 . HEEICHELNDW
2DIZZFNZFN839%. 806%IZE L FE o720 DF Y, WEEEIIMO /225, HENSTHETIC
WBES Loy 2D k)72, L, ARANZLIELIEASNS [HEHEEOKS ]
WCHEET 2D 00 b Lt v, LR & 0 EFEIM 7205, HdmicanEE72E72, LvwoH
CRFli7Z5 9 206 L2, EBEL0RICL AL BMEBED ) B1E0R (581%) 1$R%#&%
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BRL e ozl LEERSIZIEE s T v, — AT, [ o b digErhiiZ Loz vy ik
Wb Lvi)axr hbdotze 77 ALBN—FIIEEL T RELRET 5 L )R L
RS, EFEHDORY) WA T A7 7I2onTHh TRT2LENH L EBb b,

@/ TATDY =T ) ¥ 7IEFHIZIONT

W2, TNV —=T Tl LA ->72NEE2 7 ATy 2 7AW 2% e LCid, [HEE
b ol [HFEOMIZ G 272 [ 7T AXA FALTORL) &) 2 DFE L o72] @ 3HH
73968% MDD ANDFEREZENTEL»o7] [ 7T AAXAAL FEEORH &) IEMEIZ% - 72
122WTH 935% . )L DBIEN. FIV—THOELEWZT TR 7 I ALKRTOD
FLAICHENREELR > Tz, Lad, MU TWwA2ZITHIHEI 2 E L ATV S,

(2) BHE®REKY)

@2 onT

VA=Y 7 -ar7oy 7)Y ZIEHO ) LEHIRIHE S Twb P Yy 713 ilh & v ) BT,
TRy POHITIZET 55 DONE K A b7z, BAENICIE, [TATIZHKORERIZZ 22 D7)
EVIONEDL 7 F v — IZHRIEN 5720 KFAREZEEBRL7Z2IED0 O T, HiERNEICKD
o] [2=—27%0Ry bPHoTHHVE 7] [HRY MIOWTWAH AR ADOERL
BEWm/NNT N7 CHAP > 72 [BREETIFEEICR>TWE2ILDDEDTLH LD T,
ORy bOSEXEZDLROERICARD T L] (72X, MESHEEHLRO Ry AL
TWTHBRECKE L] [HTOBREZ bR AL E) T ENTEL] Lotk Aa bz,
COHBTOTFATONFIZEY) —BTHE VHEL B o7zhs, ZNENDPHMATZNEE Y =
TTHIENIoT, BIRDEE, ZRDLEoDTI o7k 972, 72, Sleep deprivation @
HILTlE, [HOOMEROE N FICERL L) BV s F v —% 2 A AL b SEIT] THERO
HEIEZFLCHS oD THMIRIZ 2 o 72 ] [HERAEILRBAEDO T REEIHEZ 5 L) F
EDVHRIFE o7 REDAXAY ML, HOEPHEITO My 72 HGFLE LTI T Z L
NEEZ Do A} - 72 Happiness DHEITLTIE, [XF TR AOMBE O NAEFIZfib s 2 A8
TECEL»o72 0 T AAA NAIEOHEIFICEIZ o728 T XY PRSI, ¥z
T IEHIC Lo T My 2 2 BSF L L 722 LR CTHULA

RIGF MK T 2L LT [(FFA M) #@E @I o201l ChkrbELz] [
T YT DM N o 72 [HEFREIDF IOV IR H - 72] L) ZAF vom iz H
GOBRRHLODLHRIZF TR AMMDOADPHELOH L Z L QN TR 72 [l 7V —
TOEREHCDIINENICHS Vb Db L ETHE Lo [1EhD ANDOTEGZNEIZ
DWTH A DOPHEHP 272 [WAWALRBERFBCTETHEAD 572 [HEN (FI12) Dwiz]
HENBFITHTHERPET o7& T X b, EHIE [FLEFHETHODALE-TEZ LI L
AE) LV TEICHASEE L] L W) EZHOEHEANOROE T AICHAT AL E &
EDIEMEICHZ ) LT 2BHMFE ] [HENFEEZ L VEDL72DICVNEDES72] L)
RERDEEN . [RADIEH)IIHENE L RHS TEREZEFE TR D I LITHHRL T E



96 VA=Y 7 070y 7)Y ZEHOMEIIOWTOES CLIL L BT OBk, 5

L7zhs, ZARARGE NN Lo CEL L2 EEKTELDOTREP272] [ TLRRNLIGH
THHEEZTVFEFT][EHLVWELZVWINE, VA=V 7O EICIEETORWEKLET
WET] [HRBCEBEO Lo 7232 RV R TETHRWRBRICZ > TwE T ] [
BTED O &) #H MM 2 LA % THREP 72T ] PR, =7 ¥ 7iEEI
Lo TEZNEEY ., FENOHEOTIIEHED, MEEZEKTELILDHZ 5, [HIF
DDA EWNTEFEICHEDL o VR o/, VAZY Y - a7 2@ L ThAL
DYFEAHE, HE-o CTHEL L) LEoTHC) BIZ, ELOHDOIALNIEDLERTES X
2ozl B9 bo b HGOHFENZME L VERIE L] L) XH IS HED R -
:%m%%Ebmﬂﬁ%ﬁwf&Efstioﬁoéi?i&:xykm*fI%ota/
BRAFOREZLEE o7 HOOBRADRRUINET A ATy a VIZBMTAIENTER WY
L) ZERFERL] L) T Xy MIEH L2, ZoFAE, FET20ICIZEFE 22T
Bl FDOILEBRDEZDNIVLETHDLEV)EELRL V MIAIWTWD, Thb 7T
) Y SEEIORREOVEDESZ LA,

@FETIZDoWT

=i [RABROFED NELT) MEMYOLL THLZEICH M hoTLEL/] &
V) Rili%e [Cheer leader DEIA D% $ XD LB o7 LI a x> b, [EFT 5
CEMNKET, FERECEEL ST ADE O ER L DIIAREE 572 L) iEO
T 2ERLALNZ, —F, HEIZOWT, [BETLREDOPLLOLELEZ L LN
TELOTHIVEELIRATLADY, IA Y FEWVIREZDOETEZRITNI LSO
THELEFLZ, TOINRAE—F V7 OMEIZOLR LD TN EEZEBWE L] &
VORI E 22T A b l) BT 2Ry 2 B ALA GRS R T,

Q5D HELIZONT

B VIR 727 v r— Moz, TN LOFEIZOWT, [EofkkL T R
=V 7RIS LB ] T TED 25H WAL Ao 7225t i = T SR A 4 — X I2FH
JAE) 1> TREZB L] [AE—2 Y VHDDMEICL DD BRETETLE LY
72l TROFHE ) A= 7 - a7 TH LA S BT 72w [HEZT TR, TEL720T
AEMICOEEZEH N CVWELWTT] 2E0axy b, VAZY T -0r7osc7) v s
HE % & o P ICEENTH HEMICHEIZT) LT 2LEDPHELAITE > TETVLHETIHEZ 50
BHNERI X 0 R RSN C & 29 72,

2. CLIL OE =D 53

RIFETHEH LTV 5 7 F 2 M Contemporary Topics £\ d DT, BHAFESIZHBIF 28
REWV P E Y 705 BIEN T, LAL, 7F A MY LIFshTwab L s Fy -2, i
SURREICA A, BEREEE, A4 VEE T A NCHMELZ L 22 TIE, FONE Yy 2 kT
FAIOHDOTEZLETHDOTLT ) REKTIE, 7—7IZiHo TWILUTHD D HIRE b 5
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2bDEALBEBATHMCIEDTE S, LML, WEX 7V —7OMEIZES TR ZITIUT %
vl M2 OEMICHA TELALEEL CBLEP DD, TOH, TIV—TTEA
PZOEDD P =7 IZOWTHH EEETHE LAV, BMLEREZH LG THEEZ D, 29 L
O Y AT AT DY T YL 5T FERZEI =y b N E Yy 7 R HH L
LTRZITIEDLDOTHR L, HFiEaME, 20 [BHFE] L LTHRATECEZSLL)IIE-T
W<, 29 L7oREERIE, AL 0B ) ORTEXZMHEE LOERT2 2% 5 2 E0 RS
N5, THEE SIZCLIL (NASHMETH) OFEBEOMRTHL LT L),

LAad, TOLIIFHLAEVRELREZBLTOEDD Ny 7 2 k4 AP SIRA, 2%
HICHATHBOE 2 2T 5 L v ) BEIISCHE A A ST EE T, B IEE
32— arihErshb 21 REA X VOERICESL LEZ LD,

3. EMfEDITADRE

[BR] ICDIRRZL I, RV A= ZFEEMIME DT I a2 =F -2 a v ZFEmAYIZHL
AMTVBED, T V—=TTOFELEVET TR LR RN/ ZUTFIZR OB bR) A=Y T
DBEZY 7)) Y 7GR AN, TNV — T THEOBEZBEATEE LAV, KIZZD
TN—TOFHLENE Y T AIHERE L, FRUICOVWTEBR I A Y M e Lz, 20X ITHERY
23322k —3a YER)ANZEHZIT) 2 & T, 2RI AZ Y FOREICERBICED
L5591 %oTnotz, 25 Fh, =29 FOT—YIZE> TWIUTHEKROH 5 b D% B4 T
NRBEERT, FHEITHEMIZ, £ L TERMIZFEIZN) A TWZD7Z,

CldVz, EEMPHYT L7 T AD¥AIZE 5T, TED talk ZHEWCHE L, ZONEEM
BICfEA, ERETHLAWV, BETLIEEDR D N— FLVOEBWEEITH - 721E Vv, L
ML [WAWALRERAPEITTELL 7] [WAWALRAT S > THH?»-72] L. Zhk
BEZNRBLALRIENEONLZED I X Y NP OHERIND L)1, BEHEAIHZ 512
ONTHEELLORFEXIEL NS, FALEFETEZLNL, PLIOBELTwo7z, 2k dk
W2 [C&7] L) HOMNEOEF W S EDIRYEY DI X MIAbNZ, 29 LTHS
OuZEAPHEE Y 27T AN E LB LT, FAFEENIZEFICH) A, MEEOB2 DO
HCTHSOBEZEK L 2. 29 LERIIMEBROBAE D, Lo LEEZEZ S, bo Lkt
LX), L) HEEFENOER O 2 EO L LB EZ NS,

V. HERTRR ESEDFRE

EBEHARAHTIIY A=y 7 - a7 @3EWIc3meHEENTw5, Ll EFL OEET
ENTTHELI e bEAA. MOFHOFELH LD THEAIZL > TEHEPEL 5%V X
T BHEEIILETH L, LA L, EFLOBEEICE VT, FHIS LV (A%REO TOEFL
DRI TIHELIBEO—FTOLNN) OFEIZE > TEIEFF N LEREPLTLELCD
DT ENFEHICEETH D, REBRTHEII=y PTEIARLEL3D2DF—F 141V —
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2 % fHE | C Listening notes [ICAE L, TRV LVEDERERATH LW A=Y T -0y
ZALEk L. BIAOMIC 7 HRE L7ze B Z 7212 b 68, FAEOFEMET v — b
DORIFIIEZOFEIH T HEHEEN LI A Y FRANWMOFIAON Loz, BEEEIZ, 87
RHENCIRE T2 2 EDRET VTR EVE WD) T L7259 FAEIMIE L OFFLEVEEL
ATVWEDE, Tyr—NMIb [DED2DT -~ ThHhoTHSEFSERV YV —ADH DI LND
Mofe] [T ZR U M= %2EAZLLTE, NS THENREZD, EH)EZ R EDLZ
ARHHV] L Vo ZZHWOBEENSW Db AN, 7V — T TORELLHRS 7 7 AT
BRERLPWAT, SEFIEFLHBMPEZHIIROE, P ZIZHKE L o TIRCER D T LITE
WolzbDEBbisd, THEHACT Z 2RI L2723 TERbA ZnwIIa=r—33ro
OB TH L, FEWBE. 7)) Y VEBPOFEFIEIEESEE L LTELE) Thol,
Wi A=ryr7 -arz7orz7) yIEHERD 2 BVERE LEENDE D b nirod
CELFEPKIFEEE AL EEZTH LTS, SOLHIC, VAZY Y - aZ &1 5
I TH#OLLET. 23227 —2 3 YENANLFEREFROFEIERESIE L2 LICL- T,
FEBENOEEDOTEFEDO L EPEFTELDE, ok b V= THNOEEGHEIES v
IR L, X0 E L OFEIEBINIGTESMTEL L) LRT LI LEDLETH S,
ARIEHTIEFE L AVRREOY TIFED [IEHS] 3H TV RKOR VI IIILTEL, 4D
AXAYMIEBHoLII T LAHKFEMR L > TCTOHTDEZ #HHE L. 2 a2 M [z
ZAAHZE] REBHLTCELNLE, %L, HFOEZMMubo/z L JIIFAIIARBEL B,
HOHERETED, SOHICYBICN T8RO 2ED L LICEl L0672, 70— ULt

HIRRT IR ICT DA ETETEAL L L TH A ) TNhLDOFITEZ LS A
HRTHEET 57201201F, ZOv =7 ) Y 7EHTRR L7259 ICHW2 D ERAZY LI2NE %
FTHASEL LR SESELRANLOME L THSOE R ZHBEL. 22BN [=
25N WUELEENLDTIERWVIES ) I

AWTIE VA=Y - a2 LHEZTICRDT oIl a=r— a VIFHNERFE L

HRIFONTEFRR AL CLIL LB T OBIEAS . FEDIRD RY 2 IRITHIT L7z 414,
AT S LB E BN L0, FUREOEEO T 250 5 LIRS N B IENTEB & LT,
VA=Y 7 -0arz7oy 7)) v IiEESEREL G,

(& Xk]
AL (2015). [HFEHEEICBIT 20 7O ERIC] Ry HE - HEFEEL Y 5 —
FEE . SMERER], 6, (2), pp.l07-115, JLEEA.
Doré, P. (2004). Action logs in the classroom: The who's, how's and why's of using action logs.[%
FERFIFEAEE] 8, pp.99-106, ZEEKF.
Kemp, J. (2010). The listening log: motivating autonomous learning. ZL 7" Journal 64, (4). pp. 385-
395. https://doi.org/10.1093/elt/ccp099
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TIIEER (2022). [HERE) A= 7 A =% U JREEEO 72O DT L v FIUZETYA V[
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[Research Note)

Exploring Tamura Toshiko's Works during Her Canadian Period:
Analyzing Torinoko's Short-Form Poems

in the Context of Nikkei Women's Literature

YAMADE, Yuko

1 Introduction

This article aims to explore and reevaluate Tamura Toshiko's works during her Canadian
period (1918-36). Tamura Toshiko was a popular female author in the early 20th century. She
was born in Tokyo, Japan, in 1884. She gained popularity as a female author when her first
short story “Akirame” [“Giving Up”] (1911), which disclosed women’s self and sexuality, received
a literary prize from Osaka asahi shinbun. Her early works were mostly autobiographical short
stories, published in various prestigious literary magazines in Japan, such as Bunger shunji and
Bungakkai. Her career as a popular female writer, however, lasted only for 8 years because
she left Japan and moved to Canada in 1918, where she stayed for about 20 years. There seem
to be various reasons why Tamura went to Canada. Most critics point out that it was because
of her relationship with a Japanese journalist, Suzuki Etsu. Even though Tamura was married,
she had an affair with Suzuki Etsu, who was also a married man: In Japanese society in the
early 20th century, a married woman was supposed to dedicate her life to her family and
husband. After being exiled to Canada, Tamura seemed to give up her career as a novelist.
Instead, she started working as an editor for Japanese newspapers targeting Japanese laborers
in Vancouver, such as of 7arriku nippo [Continent Daily], to support her partner (and later
husband), Suzuki Etsu.

In Canada, Tamura Toshiko mostly wrote articles for Japanese laborers and women, and a
few literary works, which were mostly short-form poems such as tankas and haikus, appearing
in the literary section of the newspapers she edited. After spending about 20 years of her life in
North America, she returned to Japan in 1936 due to the death of Suzuki Etsu. She then
restarted her career as a novelist until when she left Japan in 1938. During this period, which
lasted only two years, we see new characteristics in her writings, specifically describing
Japanese, or Nikkel (Japanese origin) women's lives in Japanese communities in North America.

In 1938, Tamura went to China, where she became an editor of the feminist magazine Joser
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[Women's Voice] and where she passed away in 1945 at the age of 62.

In 1961, 16 years after her death, a literary award called the “Tamura Toshiko Bungaku Sho”
[“Tamura Toshiko Literary Award”] was founded to evaluate Tamura's literary achievements,
and the first laureate was Setomuchi Harumi's 7amura Toshiko: Kono onna no issho [Tamura
Toshiko: This Woman's Life] (1961). Setouchi was also a female writer known for addressing
women's self and sexuality in her works. Thus, it seems that the writing style of Tamura
Toshiko was successfully carried on by later generations.

Previously, Japanese literary critics primarily focused on evaluating Tamura Toshiko's early
works, which described women’s experiences and were published between 1911 and 1918.
Particularly since the 1990s, however, Tamura Toshiko's works concerning Nikkei women in
North America, such as “Chiisaki ayumi” [*Small Steps”] (1936-37), “Kariforunia monogatari”
[“California Stories”] (1938), and “Bubetsu” [“Insulation”] (1938), began to receive renewed
attention from literary critics, like Suzuki (1994), Watanabe (2005), Kitagawa (2017), and others.
Nevertheless, Tamura Toshiko's works during her Canadian period have yet to receive a
comprehensive evaluation. There may be various reasons for this, including the scarcity of
available works by Tamura Toshiko for historical reasons, among other factors. In this article,
therefore, I will attempt to assess the characteristics and significance of Tamura Toshiko's
literary activities and works during her time in Canada. I believe that this reevaluation will
contribute to a reexamination of Tamura Toshiko's works, especially those from the period

following her exile to Canada, which are just beginning to be reevaluated for their true value.

2 Previous Studies on Tamura Toshiko's Works during Her “Peak Period”: From
“Akirame” [“Giving Up”] (1911) to “Kanojo no seikatsu” [“Her Life”] (1917)
Tamura Toshiko emerged as a prominent female writer during the Taisho and early Showa

periods through the success of her short story “Akirame” [“Giving Up”] (1911) which won the

literary prize and garnered widespread acclaim. Consequently, it was her works from this
epoque that critics have primarily considered as her representative works. For instance,

Yamasaki (2005) claims that her literary career, spanning from “Akirame” [“Giving Up"] (1911)

to “Kanojo no seikatsu” [“Her Life”] (1917), marked her “peak period.” Then, Yamasaki observes

a decline in Tamura Toshiko's writing skills by the time “Kanojo no seikatsu” [“Her Life"] and

notes the following:

The close connection between herself and the external world is evident in “Miira no
kuchibeni” [“The Mummy's Lipstick”] (1914), but it seems to wane with the publication of

"Kanojo no seikatsu” [“Her Life”)] in 1917. “Kanojo no seikatsu” [‘Her Life”] embodies a
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transcendental perspective and a critical character, as mentioned earlier. In this work,

the self no longer fluctuates or evolves in response to external stimuli (p. 318). w

In contrast, she characterizes the works published during her “peak period,” such as

“Akirame’[“Giving Up”] and “Miira no kuchibeni” [“The Mummy's Lipstick™], as follows:

The protagonists are portrayed as dynamic figures, constantly striving to construct a

new self by engaging closely with and resonating with the external world (pp. 318-319).

This perspective may shed light on the motivations behind Tamura Toshiko's exile to
Canada. During her peak period, she could psychologically explore and develop new identities
through her protagonists. Nonetheless, as Yamasaki highlights, her writing skills declined after
reaching this peak, and she could no longer create new selves through her characters. Hence, it
is plausible to consider that her relocation to Canada was an attempt to rejuvenate and

reinvent herself.

3 Reevaluation of Tamura Toshiko's Works on Nikkei Women in North America:
“Chiisaki Ayumi”[“Small Steps”] (1936-37), “Kariforunia monogatari”
[“California Story”](1938), and “Bubetsu” [ “Insultation”] (1938).

Tamura Toshiko's works during her “peak period,” which delved into the realities of Japanese
women'’s self-perception and sexuality, have garnered significant praise from literary critics.
Upon returning to Japan, she embarked on writing short stories centered around Japanese
women living in communities in North America. Notable examples include short stories
featuring women residing in the Japanese community in Canada, such as “Chiisaki Ayumi”
[*Small Steps”] (1936-37) and “Bubetsu” [“Insultation”] (1938). Additionally, narratives unfold with
Japanese women residing in Japanese communities in the United States, exemplified by
"Kariforunia monogatari" ['California Story"] (1938). These works did not receive the recognition
they deserved when initially published during her stay in Japan. They, however, have
undergone a reevaluation in recent years, particularly in the 1990s and 2000s.

For instance, “Bubetsu’[“Insultation”] (1938), set in the Japanese community in Canada,
received critical acclaim from Suzuki (1994). He insisted that “the evaluation of Tamura
Toshiko's works during her North American period will help develop her reputation as one of

the prestigious authors in Japanese literature” (46). Also, Watanabe (2005) compiled a collection

" The author of this article has translated all citations from Japanese into English.
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of critiques of Tamura Toshiko's works, including her stories on Nikkei women in North
American, and evaluated not only her early works but also Nikkei women’s stories. Notably,
Suzuki (2005), Kitagawa (2017), and other scholars sought to reevaluate Tamura Toshiko’s
writings that capture her experiences in North America. As suggested by the title of
Watanabe's work, “Toshiko shinron” (which means “New Criticism of Tamura Toshiko”), this
endeavor appears to aim at establishing a “new evaluation” of Tamura's works, encompassing

her Canadian and post-Canadian periods.

4 Tamura Toshiko as Torinoko: Examining the Meaning behind Her Pen Name
during the Canadian Period

Tamura Toshiko zenshiu [The Complete Works of Tamura Toshiko), particularly in its 8th
volume (2015) includes Tamura Toshiko's works during her Canadian period. All these works
are authored “Torinoko” [“Kid Bird"], which is supposed to be Tamura Toshiko's pen name
during her Canadian period.

There is no concrete evidence, however, that Torinoko was indeed Tamura Toshiko's pen
name, as she never explicitly confirmed using this pseudonym. Nevertheless, most previous
research has assumed that Torinoko was her pen name in Canada, and the works written by
Torinoko are widely accepted as being written by Tamura Toshiko.

For instance, Yamasaki (2005) states as follow: “Tamura Toshiko published tankas, poems,
and other writings on women’s issues under the pen name Torinoko in 7airiku nippo [Continent
Daily]” (p. 329). Furthermore, 7Tamura Toshiko zenshu [The Complete Works of Tamura
Toshiko] contains a variety of Torinoko’s works, including a novel, poems, tankas, haikus,
essays, and other writings. Then, both Kudo (1982) and Tamura (1992) refer to Torinoko as
Tamura Toshiko in their works. For example, Kudo (1982) explains the connection between

Torinoko and Tamura Toshiko as follows:

During her stay in Canada, Torinoko was the pen name consistently used by Toshiko. It
was not merely a pen name but also a nickname used for Toshiko by Etsu and others.
How did the name “Torinoko,” with its charming sound, come about? It may become
apparent when reading the article “Tabi garasu no onshin” [“Traveling Crow's News”],

an essay written by Torinoko. (p. 82).

“Tabi garasu no onshin” [“Traveling Crow’'s News"] is an article by Torinoko and was
published in Zairiku nippo [Continent Dairly] on December 14, 1917. Kudo describes this article

as “written in the form of a letter to a friend in Japan while expressing her feelings” (p. 83) and
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argues that being a “traveling crow” became Tamura Toshiko's identity:

Toshiko defined her identity as a “traveling bird who flew from a small island.” The pen

name “Torinoko” was born from there (p. 83).

Kudo conducted interviews in Vancouver with individuals connected to Tamura Toshiko
during her Canadian period, and it appears that the people in Vancouver were aware that
Tamura Toshiko used the pen name, Torinoko.

In Tamura Norio's biography of Suzuki Etsu, it is pointed out that Tamura Toshiko was

involved in editing 7airiku nippo [Continent Daily/ and wrote under the pen name Torinoko:

About a month and a half after her arrival in Vancouver, she [=Tamura Toshiko]
began to contribute columns to Zairzku nippo [Continent Daily] under the pen name
“Torinoko.” She also authored numerous articles in the women's section of this

newspaper (pp. 137-138).

After her exile to Canada, both Tamura Toshiko and Suzuki Etsu divorced and subsequently
they remarried in Vancouver. In her partnership with Suzuki Etsu in Canada, Tamura Toshiko
appears to have resolved to devote her life to supporting Suzuki Etsu. This determination
seems to be reflected in her choice of a pen name, her activities as an editor, and her writings

in Japanese newspapers, where her partner served as the editor-in-chief.

5 The Role of Japanese Newspapers in Early 20th Century Japanese
Communities

Tamura Toshiko, or Torinoko, published her works primarily in Japanese newspapers, which
she also edited. It seems that she intended to write her works exclusively for the newspaper
she edited. This may be because she valued the significant role of newspapers in the Japanese
communities. Such a role of Japanese newspapers within Japanese communities has previously
been elucidated by Tamura Norio (2003). In particular, regarding the pivotal role of 7arriku
nippo [Continent Daily] and Rodo shiho [Labor Weekly] (the latter of which was succeeded by
Nikkan minsha [Public Daily] ) within the Japanese community in Canada, Tamura Norio

described it as follows:

The Camp Mill Labor Union, under the leadership of Suzuki Etsu, his wife Tamura

Toshiko, and Umezuki Kouichi, boasted a membership exceeding 1,600 workers involved
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in logging, rafting, sawmilling, and other activities. This enabled them to gain
membership in the Canadian Labor Congress, granting Japanese workers in Canada
relief from discrimination and exclusion from society. (..) The influence of the newspaper
Rodo shuho [Labor Weekly], founded by Suzuki Etsu, extended not only within the

Japanese community but also well beyond it (Tamura 2003, p.11).

Torinoko also played a significant role in the Japanese community's newspaper publication,
not only as an editor but also as a writer. Unfortunately, many of Torinoko's works from her
Canadian period are unavailable due to the status of Japanese immigrants in Canada after the
war.

In the case of Japanese newspapers in the United States, such as Rafu shimpo [California
Bulletin/, which continues to be published today, almost all back issues, including those from the
early 20th century, are accessible at certain libraries in the United States and Japan.

Conversely, Japanese newspapers in Canada have become exceedingly rare. This discrepancy
can be attributed to the differing treatment of Japanese immigrants during World War II
between Canada and the United States. Japanese Canadians, especially those residing in
Vancouver, were forcibly relocated to concentration camps in Alberta during the war. After
the war, they were not permitted to return to Vancouver, and their possessions were
confiscated. Consequently, it took a considerable amount of time for Japanese Canadians to
rebuild their communities in Vancouver. Thus, the availability of back issues of Japanese
newspapers in Canada, particularly those published before World War 11, such as Zairzku nippo
[Continent Daily] and Rodo shiho [Labor Weekly], is exceedingly limited. As a result, we should
appreciate the few remaining back issues of these newspapers, as they provide valuable

insights into Tamura Toshiko's works during her Canadian period.

6 Previous Studies on the Works of Torinoko, or Tamura Toshiko during Her
Canadian Period

Watanabe (2005) includes three articles focusing on the works of Tamura Toshiko, or
Torinoko, during her Canadian period. One of them is Ogata (2005), which analyzes an article
by Tamura Toshiko “Kaihuku wo hakatte” [“Trying to recover”] which appeared in Kagayaku,

a literary magazine in Japan, on January 17, 1934. Another is Peichen Wu's “Hokubei jidai no

@ There are several libraries in the US and Japan that hold microfilms of Rafur Shimpo [California Bulletin]
including the Richard C. Rudolph East Asian Library at the University of California, Los Angeles, the
Indiana University Library, and Ritsumeikan University Library in Japan, to mention a few.
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Tamura Toshiko” [“Tamura Toshiko during Her North American Period”]. In this article, Wu
discusses poems by Pauline Johnson that were translated by Torinoko. Pauline Johnson was a
Canadian poet in the early 20th century with Indigenous and English heritage. Wu doesn't delve
into the content of the poems but aims to uncover why Torinoko chose to translate this English
poetry into Japanese. Wu also analyzes the context of its publication and the significance of the
poem within the Japanese community.

The last one is Iwami (2005), which comprehensively examines the works by Torinoko that
are included in the 8th volume of 7amura Toshiko zenshu [The Complete Works of Tamura
Toshiko/. Iwami scrutinizes a short story titled “Bokuyosha” [“The Shephend”], which is the sole
short story by Torinoko. Additionally, Iwami discusses the characteristics of Torinoko’s
critiques, as well as poems, tankas, and haikus. Interestingly, even though“Bokuyosha” [“The
Shephend”] is the only short story by Torinoko, critics appear to be particularly intrigued by
this work compared to the others. For instance, Kudo (1982) also mentioned and assessed this
short story. This heightened interest might be because Tamura Toshiko was renowned for her

short stories before her Canadian period, leading critics to focus on her work in this genre.

7 Analyzing and Reevaluating Torinoko's Works: A Focus on Short-Form Poems

(Tankas and Haikus)

In this section, I try to analyze and reevaluate some of Torinoko's works, with a specific
focus on her short-form poems. This is due to Torinoko’s significant publication of numerous
tankas and haikus during her Canadian period.

Here is the list of Torinoko's works included in the 8th volume of 7amura Toshiko zenshu

[The Complete Works of Tamura Toshiko] -

Short Story: 1

Poems: 9

Tankas: 43 (appeared in 11 volumes of Zairiku nippo [Continent Daily)) ©
Haikus: 95 (appeared in 16 volumes of Zairiku nippo [Continent Daily))
Poetry Criticism: 3

Essays: 11

® The number of tankas and haikus indicate totals of 43 tankas and 95 haikus in 7amura Toshiko zenshi
[The Complete Works of Tamura Toshiko]. Typically, Torinoko composed 5-10 poems for each volume of
Tairtku nippo [Continent Daily]
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While Tamura Toshiko was renowned for her short stories in Japan, it's noteworthy that we
find only one short story during her Canadian period. Additionally, it's important to emphasize
that in Canada, she produced a significant number of short-form poems, such as tankas and
haikus. As she wrote several tankas and haikus at a time, the number of these works stand out.
For example, Torinoko wrote 8 haikus about wild roses in Zairiku nippo [Continent Daily]
vol.6422 on June 29, 1928.

Most of Torinoko's tankas and haikus revolve around her life in Canada and the Canadian
natural environment. Here is an example of one of Torinoko's haikus reflecting Canadian life

and nature:

Cutting raspberry branches

In the backyard

A spring-like day

(appeared in Volume 6077 of Zairiku nippo [Continent Daily/ published on April 2, 1928)

[Commentary] “ In the summertime in Canada, wild raspberries are abundant. Even in a
seemingly neglected backyard, red raspberries ripen when the season arrives. The act of
cutting raspberry branches, perhaps still leafless in spring, signifies her anticipation of the

coming summer, when green leaves and red fruits will adorn the raspberry plants.

Here is another example of Torinoko's haiku, which captures the cold springtime weather in

Canada:

Cherry blossoms
Blooming
In this cold rain

(appeared in Volume 6369 of Zairiku nippo [Continent Daily/ published on April 27, 1928)

[Commentary] In Canada, cherry blossoms don’t bloom when spring arrives. In the late April,
however, when this poem was composed, pink flowers such as apple blossoms bloom. These
remind her of the cherry blossom season in Japan. Nevertheless, unlike the Japanese spring,
late April in Canada can still be quite chilly, especially when it rains, with the potential for the

precipitation to turn into snow. Hence, although similar pink flowers are visible in Canada, the

“ The commentaries on Torinoko’s works are provided by the author of this article.
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experience is far less exhilarating than witnessing cherry blossoms in Japan.

8 Exploring the Significance of Torinoko's Short-Form Poems: A Reference to
the Works of Nikkei Women in Brazil

In the early 20th century, Japanese immigrants abroad endeavored to preserve their cultural
activities within their communities. For instance, in the Japanese community in Sao Paulo,
Brazil, several literary circles were established, and many community members actively
participated. Over time, this gave rise to a distinct aspect of Japanese literature overseas
known as “Koronia Bungaku” [“Colonial Literature”] (Hosokawa 2014; Yamade 2010).

In 2007, when celebrating the centenary of Japanese immigration to Brazil (with the first
immigrant arriving in Sao Paulo in 1906), two collections of tankas by Nikkei Brazilian poets
were published: one is /do no uta [Poems in Foreign Land] by Hironaka Chikako and another
was Kaririyon no kioku [Memories of Callion] by Jinnai Shinobu, and it should be underlined
that both were female poets. Notably, a female poet, Hironaka Chikako, emerged as a prominent
tanka poet in colonial literature. She authored two collections of tanka poems, Chiisaki shiker
[Small Style of Poem] (1976) and /nochr oriori [Days of My Life] (1994), written in both Japanese
and Portuguese. Hironaka's tankas are characterized by two main types of poems: those that
describe the landscapes and nature in Brazil and those that convey a sense of nostalgia for
Japan. She displayed remarkable talent in using tanka style poems to depict nature and
scenery, creating a hybrid space between Japan and Brazil and contributing new dimensions to
Japanese traditional literary styles.

I believe that this type of analysis can also be applied to Torinoko’s short-form poems. As
demonstrated earlier, Torinoko crafted numerous tankas and haikus capturing the landscapes
and nature in Canada during the early 20th century. In doing so, she established a new literary
realm bridging Japan and Canada. Notably, while Hironaka Chikako's poems often expressed a
longing to return to Japan, there is no similar sentiments in Torinoko’'s poems. Like a little bird
that had flown from Japan to Canada, Torinoko appeared to have made a firm decision to build
a new nest of her life and identity in Canada without yearning to return to her homeland. Even
though Tamura Toshiko had to return to Japan following her husband's passing in Canada, it
appears that her resolve was to remain in Canada until the end of her identity as Torinoko,

contributing as an editor and writer for Japanese newspapers in Canada.
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9 Conclusion: A Perspective on the Reevaluation of Tamura Toshiko's Works
during Her Canadian Period

Tamura Toshiko was a renowned female writer in Japan during the early 20th century. Due
to complex circumstances, however, she found herself in exile in Canada, embarking on a new
chapter in her life. This transition likely prompted her to shift from being a short story writer
to taking on the roles of an editor and writer for Japanese newspapers. This change may also
explain why she rarely penned short stories about Japanese women during her Canadian
period. Additionally, it has also caused us to take a considerable amount of time to assess the
significance of Tamura Toshiko’s works during and after her Canadian period.

As I mentioned earlier in the article, the reevaluation of Tamura Toshiko's works of her post-
Canadian period began in the 1990s and 2000s, coinciding with the transformation and evolution
of literary criticism during this period. The application of postcolonialism and globalization
theories to literary criticism likely played a pivotal role in this transformation. Hence, it is these
perspectives that we must adopt to fully appreciate Tamura Toshiko's works during her
Canadian period. As discussed in this article, reevaluating Tamura Toshiko's works during her
Canadian period necessitates a shift in perspective, considering alternative viewpoints such as
Nikkei literature or migrant literature, among others. By doing so, we can truly recognize the

significance of Tamura Toshiko’'s works during her Canadian period.
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Abstract
Superman vs. Meshi: Superman no Hitorishoku (Kitago & Miyagawa, 2021) was a collaboration
between Kodansha and DC Comics, mixing the Superhero crossover with Japan's gurume
manga genre while presenting a novel interpretation of the iconic American character. Through
the lens of Superman’s history, this article discusses the ways in which manga and American
comics differ in relation to food before analyzing how Miyagawa's depiction of Superman’s
culinary preferences touch upon on his shift from the Depression-era Champion of the
Oppressed to conservative symbol of American agrarianism and global figure while reflecting

notions of social class, authenticity, patriotism, and gender.
Keywords: American comics, eating, food, gurume, manga, Superman

Debuting the Man of Steel in a gurume manga might seem an odd choice for DC’s most
powerful character— an antic akin to the whimsical stories of the Silver Age. A collaboration
between Kodansha and DC Comics, Superman vs. Meshi: Superman no Hitorishoku (Kitago &
Miyagawa, 2021) was a lighthearted romp through Japanese culinary culture, inspired by both a
desire to appeal to tourists and to highlight writer Satoshi Miyagawa’s favorite low-cost
eateries. “I zeroed in on restaurant chains that I personally love,” he said in a 2021 interview,
“that are budget-friendly, and that would be easy for visitors to Japan to find' (2023, as cited in
Stone, 2023). Comprised of seven short chapters, the story follows Superman as he gobbles his
way through Japanese chain restaurants while enlisting the hearts and stomachs of his fellow
Justice League members.

The manga was both cross-cultural as well as a crossover in the tradition of American
comics, where passing between parallel worlds and intellectual property lines has been both a

frequent rescuer of story continuity as well as a marketing stunt (Friedenthal, 2019, pp. 23-36).
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The choice may have also been intended to increase Superman’s appeal to Japanese readers by
scaffolding him within a familiar genre. Although known somewhat inaccurately as the first
superhero in comics (Hutchinson, 2020), the Man of Steel has not achieved the same level of
renown in Japan as characters in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) or The Joker, whose
2019 film proved to be a box office success (Joker, n.d.). Despite attempts at darker
Interpretations over the years, Superman has also never been a particularly edgy character: his
traditional appeal has remained rooted in the juxtaposition of enormous power and incorruptible
moral fortitude, while his alter ego Clark Kent is more in line with a common manga depiction
of the salaryman, an unassuming character who “inhabits the grey suit as he faces up to and-
almost always-overcomes near-impossible challenges” (Matanle et al., 2008, p. 6). Clark Kent, as
Eco (1972) famously noted, is a figure “personif [ying] the average reader who is harassed by
complexes and... secretly [hopes] that one day, from the slough of his actual personality, a
Superman can spring forth who is capable of redeeming years of mediocre existence” (p.15). In
Superman vs. Meshi this browbeaten aspect is what initially spurs Kal-El to fly to Japan, after a
failed attempt to obtain a food cart hamburger and a brush off by Lois Lane leave him hungry
and without a lunch companion (pp. 9-10). Yet, Superman vs. Meshi provides a compelling
perspective through which to explore changes in the character’s identity, from his early
iteration as a Depression-era Champion of the Oppressed to his more contemporary globalized
image. The manga also offers a lens to examine Superman's particular connection to food and
how it reflects broader cultural and societal shifts while offering commentary on notions of
authenticity, class, and gender.

It is best then to begin with the differences between manga and American comic books in
terms of genre, and the ways in which food is treated both as a narrative focus or tied into
characterization. As Miyagawa recalled about his talks with the editorial team, part of the
impetus for Superman vs. Meshr derived from a simple question: What does Superman like to
eat? A question not lost on American comic book readers for whom food-centered stories
remain a niche part of the market. “Our discussions soon became spirited as we riffed on dishes
Superman might enjoy, thinking, 'If he liked that dish, he'd probably love this one too”
(Miyagawa, 2023, as cited in Black, 2023). Although titles such as Anthony Bourdain's Hungry
Ghosts (2018), itself an Americanized gurume manga, and Space Battle Lunchtime (Riess, 2017)
have seen success in recent years, the precarious state of the U.S. comic book industry, and the
continued ripple effects of its crippling by the Comics Code Authority, essentially culled diverse
genre expression within the medium for decades, a stark contrast to Japan, where various
modes of storytelling were allowed to thrive (Abad-Santos, 2014; Whitted, 2019, pp. 23-24). Food

and manga in Japan have also had a much longer historical association after post-war scarcity
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made the latter a popular subject while the former proliferated as inexpensive and accessible
entertainment:
A number of manga featured characters named after foods. For example, the eponymous
Sazae-san, the housewife heroine of one of Japan's most popular and long-lived manga---
was named after the turban shell---her brother was named “Katsuo,” which means
“bonito,” and her baby sister was named “Wakame,” a kind of seaweed. (Brau, 2004, p. 36)

Food programming has also been a popular entertainment staple in Japan for much longer
than in the U.S, where it did not gain serious traction until the 1993 debut of the Food Network
and the rise of reality television (Rogers, 2011; Brau, 2004, p. 34).

It is not surprising, then, that the dearth of food-related content in the superhero comic is
even more pronounced, although there are a few exceptions. Yet, a reader of the superhero
genre might go for years without learning any details about their characters' culinary
preferences. Laments one fan: “..why don't we know Tony Stark’s hangover cure:--Is there
some weird hipster ethnic food that Kitty Pryde keeps bugging her teammates to try? Why is
there a food-shaped hole in most superhero comics? (Eckert, 2013). Even in cases where
characters are given a favorite, as Superman has sporadically had for boeuf bourguignon, it is
treated more as a throwaway piece of trivia, and can alter entirely depending on series run or
author (Mark Waid for example, made the Man of Steel a Vegetarian in Superman. Birthright
(2005), a trait that would be retconned in later iterations). Food in the American comic book has
received such comparatively little focus that a caped hero’s diet might just as easily reflect the
changing tastes and diets of real Americans.

Kodansha and Miyagawa's decision to place Superman within a food context is not only a
clever marketing move, but also slyly intuitive of the Depression era backdrop that helped
shape the character. As is well-known, the Man of Steel was the creation of two Cleveland
teenagers, Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster, and introduced in a period when comic books, not yet
stigmatized by moral panic and cultural snobbery, were viewed as a popular and inexpensive
form of entertainment. Prior to that, the pair had published an illustrated story under a
pseudonym in a science fiction magazine, in which they explored a darker iteration of the
character (Andrae, 1980). In “The Reign of the Superman” a scientist bearing a closer
resemblance to Superman’s later nemesis Lex Luthor transforms a vagrant into a superbeing
who amasses power and ultimately attempts to conquer the world. This, writes Andrae, was
part of a “flood of stories about mental and physical supermen” that appeared in the pulp novels
and magazines in the early 1930s. There narratives revealed Americans’ disenchantment by
pulling the curtain from the Horatio Alger myth, while conversely, “showing that success was

still possible, but only by going outside the law and established institutional channels (pp. 87-
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94).” The opening narration in the story, placed inside Shuster’s illustration of a balding figure
looming menacingly over a line of downtrodden itinerants, begins immediately upon a theme of
sustenance and privation: “The breadline! It's row of downcast, disillusioned men; unlucky
creatures who have found that life holds nothing but bitterness for them. The bread-line! Last
resort of the starving vagrant!” (Fine, 1933, as cited in Andrae, 1980). The tale returns full
circle, with the vagrant ‘superman’ once again returned to his original state and the breadline
from which the scientist has plucked him. It was later in the decade, however, that Siegel and
Shuster found success in the comics medium by inverting the evil archetype with a physically
powerful being whose motivation was neither power nor wealth but the desire to use his
abilities for the public good.

For a time, however, this new, heroic version of Superman remained outside of the law,
“display[ing] a class consciousness virtually absent from later comic book stories” (Andrae, 1980,
p. 98). Many of his adventures focused upon themes of social justice; his antagonists included a
line-up of domestic-abusers, slumlords, and corrupt mine owners who flouted their workers'
safety. Seigel, in a 1975 press release, said that he was inspired by a desire to “help the
despairing masses.. How could I help them when I could barely help myself? Superman was
the answer” (Seigel, 1975, as cited in Kennedy, 2023). Nevertheless, the more radical aspects of
the character would soon be diluted as comic book heroes were enlisted for use as war
propaganda and later saddled with a post-war conventionality, compounded by the strictures of
the Comics Code Authority (Kennedy, 2023).

In Superman vs. Meshi we can see a subtle if not powerful connection to this original
characterization, both through the Superman’s preference for simple fare, and a quiet ribbing of
Westernized and often class-based notions of authentic Japan (Johnston et al., 2015). In Chapter
4, Superman and Batman Futoya no Karada Omoi Menu (pp. 78-93), Batman/Bruce Wayne
invites Clark Kent for lunch at Wasabi, a high-end kaiseki restaurant in Gotham, which the
billionaire claims is the only place in the city whose “Japanese food uses the highest quality of
ingredients”(p. 80 ). Upon arriving, the two men don their superhero costumes and sit down in a
secluded room with shoji doors and a view of a tranquil rock garden. “I don't think you can get
more authentic Japanese food than this,” Batman says, but Superman is far from impressed,
telling him he has no use for “fancy bite-sized pieces laid out like a gameboard” (p.80 ). Seconds
later, Batman is aloft on Superman’s back as they fly across the ocean to Japan. Their
destination is Futotoya (a comical play on the popular set menu restaurant Ootoya), where
Batman looks on skeptically as his companion tucks into what he snobbishly refers to as
“B-class” fare (p. 83). The choice of a teishokuya, a set menu restaurant frequented by Japanese

workers, could easily be interpreted as a sly callback to a hero who once exposed sweatshop
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practices and defended unions(Kennedy, 2023). Superman has no interest in sequestering
himself in a high-end, antiquated version of Japan, and prefers to eat among the people in the
close confines of a restaurant that, Batman grudgingly admits, make it easier to converse (p.
85). Yet, the manga also interrogates Batman's classist notions of authenticity, of which
Parasecoli (2019) writes, the “ability to distinguish becomes part of a consumers’ cultural
capital,” and “value is often determined not only by the gustatory traits of a specialty or by the
quality of a service, but also by their rootedness in identifiable communities, about which
information can be acquired” (p. 89). Billionaire Wayne attempts to impress Superman by
purchasing the ‘real’ ambience of Japan; However, Superman is disinterested in these
conceptions of Japaneseness, preferring simple, unpretentious fare that regardless of its origins,
offers up memories of his home in Kansas. Fukutomi (2022), who explored how Japanese food
has been familiarized as everyday fare in Australia, asserts that eaters often "create
authenticity for themselves... waiting in long lines at old, inexpensive eateries that serve simple
everyday dishes'-- because these dishes and the experience of eating them are 'real and
authentic for them'"(p.35). These sensations and memories are strongly interconnected,
contributing to a food's genuineness through a "combination of feelings, memories, and
sometimes a sense of loss" (p. 37). In this sense, Superman is not seeking out an authentic sense
of Japaneseness, but something far more personal and resonant of home. “To me,” he says, “the
simmered mother hen cutlet set is the epitome of my mother’'s cooking. Even though she’s
never simmered a cutlet in an earthenware pot in her life. The instant I put it in my mouth, I
think---mmm! That's the flavor of Kansas” (p. 89). This mention of earthenware and of Martha's
unfamiliarity with its use, also emphasizes the uniquely traditional aspect of Japanese cooking,
while summoning up the memory of an entirely different locale. Batman too has a similar
experience as he digs into a chicken dish with black vinegar sweet sauce—a favorite menu
item at the chain Ootoya—to be reminded of his own city. “The flavor of Gotham---” he
exclaims, looking off with a blissful expression. “This is a marriage the likes of which I've never
tasted before” (p. 90).

A clever visual metaphor is also played out through Kitago's use of the comic book
technique of ‘masking.” As defined by Scott McCloud(1993), masking is a juxtaposition of iconic,
1.e. simply rendered characters with detailed backgrounds, allowing readers to project or “mask
themselves in a character and safely enter a sensually stimulating world” (pp. 43-44). Miyagawa
and Kitago first toy with this technique by having the characters doff their civilian alter egos
for the mask of the superhero as they eat, before transforming the art style as the characters
become more immersed in the sensual experience of the food. When Batman and Superman

argue over the kaiseki, both characters and food are drawn in distinct, realistic detail. However,
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once at the teishokuya they are depicted more cartoonishly, culminating with Batman drooling
over the chicken Superman orders for him as they both recall the flavors and memories of their
homes(pp. 79-90; 89-92). Masking thus becomes a metaphorical unmasking through this
encounter with simple Japanese dishes.

While the manga invokes Superman’s more radical history, it also touches upon a more
conservative turn, referencing the Kansas home and the agrarian imagery that would later be
used to emphasize his American identity. As established in his first appearance, Superman is
the last survivor of the planet Krypton, an origin story that would prove foundational for the
superhero narrative, and which has long reflected the immigrant experience and the struggle
to maintain a dual identity (Superman: a refugee’s success story, 2019). But for much of the
character’s 85-year history, his alienness has been balanced by his upbringing on a Kansas farm,
a shift established with his first blockbuster film treatment in Superman: The Movie (Salkind,
1978), and later reified in John Byrne's 1986 comic reboot 7he Man of Steel (Giordano & Byrne,
1991). Initially, the Kents' hometown was located near or in Maryland (Cronin, 2019). However,
the establishment of Clark Kent as a farmer, specifically a Midwestern one, added a Marvel-like

W 6 the setting, while conversely playing up a rural fantasy evoked in then President

realism
Ronald Reagan’s campaign imagery, or as Adams (1985) describes, “a conservative variation of
a pastoral romance” that alluded to notions of “hard work, moral virtue, and independence(p.
711)." In a 1985 interview, John Byrne discussed his reasons for depicting Superman as a ‘Super
Republican.” "If Reagan has done nothing else, he's gotten us to wave the flag again. Superman
practically wears the flag. Il be shamelessly exploiting that (1985, as cited in Kempley, 1985)."
Reflected in this imagery, however, is also an anxiety over America’s identity as a food
producer amid the farm crisis of the 1980s: playing up Superman’s rural roots downplayed the
Immigrant narrative and emphasized a particular image of American masculinity, a “deceptive”
stereotype, writes Koch(2019), of a male-dominated, patrilineal system of food production(p. 17)
as the rising cost of mechanization and the decline of the independent family farm exacerbated
the precariousness of U.S. agriculture (Koch, 2019 p. 25, 38; Schmit, 2022. p.4).

Miyagawa's use of Martha, a farm wife, and Superman’s referring to himself as a “mama’s
boy” (p. 89) also mirrors the gendered notion that farming and masculinity are inherently
interconnected, emphasizing “stereotypically masculine traits of endurance, physical strength,
and independence” (Koch, 2019) while “women are associated with the household and
caregiving: to be a feminine is to be a farmwife rather than a farmer” (p. 23). Though Superman
has experienced multiple iterations, shifting in line with the social backdrop of the period, these

gendered elements have remained relatively static, with depictions in comics and film often

portraying Martha as a devoted and doting figure. If Superman is comfort food for the
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American soul, then Martha is one that feeds it (Giordano & Byrne, 1991). Often, her treatment
in these stories parallels Bordo's observation that “men eat” and “women prepare” (2003, p. 118-
119).

In Superman vs. Meshr, homesick references to Martha serve only one example of these
gendered notions throughout the story. Curiously, while there are several scenes depicting
Superman eating with other male superheroes, there is not a single panel in which a female
character is seen eating (p. 90-93;130-132). Lois Lane, in particular, is portrayed as an obstacle to
Superman’s desires, refusing a lunch date with Clark because she’s off to Paris on a story, and
leaving Superman to eat the cheap food she ostensibly could never appreciate. “I could never
bring her here,” he says wistfully, as he stands in front of a yakitori restaurant (p. 10-12). This
conflict between Lois and Superman'’s love of Japanese food also doubles as a play on his secret
identity; Clark Kent is coy with Lois about why he’s studying Japanese(p. 54), and at various
points, he reflects upon Lois as he eats, in one panel imagining her calling him immature for his
enthusiasm about the sauce (p. 26). A final scene, reminiscent of the famous balcony scene in
the 1978 Christopher Reeve film (Salkind), shows Superman aloft, looking down at Lois and
hoping sadly for the day he can enjoy Japanese food with her not as Superman but as Clark
Kent (p. 115). This use of food to play on Clark's dual identity, an old trope that often used Lois
as the scold or the dupe in the comic books (Hanley, 2016), is revealing of how women are
gendered in relation to food, where those who prepare it are idealized, while those who do not
are signified as problems for the male protagonist.

In later years, Superman’s agrarian background would be used to reconfigure the character
as America shifted its focus from nationalism to globalization. Writes Soares (2015), Superman
“has also developed meta identities representing both American values and American
exceptionalism, all the while gradually superseding his national identity and embracing his role
as a reluctant world icon caught in the tensions of globalization” (p. 751). Paul Dini and Alex
Ross's Superman: Peace on Earth (Ross, 1998) was one of many attempts to place the character
within this new context, presenting a story in which Superman tries to solve the problem of
world hunger by supplying the U.S. food surplus to impoverished areas around the globe. In the
end, however, he concludes that the problem is too great for him to solve, opting instead to use
his knowledge as a farmer to teach others to become self-sustaining. This use of pastoral
imagery in Superman: Peace on Earth is heavy throughout, appearing in flashbacks of the
young Clark in a field with his adoptive father, whose admonitions to “scatter the seeds a few
at a time” function as a metaphor for a gradual, more nuanced approach to problem solving.

Through the lens of the gurume manga, Superman vs. Meshi: Superman no Hitorishoku

provides an interesting take on the changing identity of the iconic American superhero,
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highlighting the dearth of food-centered narratives in American comic books while touching
upon Superman’s shift from radical outlaw to conservative agrarian and global figure. The
manga also challenges preconceived notions of what constitutes authenticity in Japanese
cuisine, offering a sly critique of class-based distinctions and Westernized perceptions of
Japaneseness, while using masking as a clever metaphor to invoke both the costumed tropes in
American superhero comics and the ways in which food invokes memories and solidifies
individuated notions of authenticity. While doing so, however, Miyagawa and Kitago also
reinforce the traditional gender roles associated with food through the characters of Martha
Kent and Lois Lane, depicting the latter as an obstacle to Superman’s appetites, and
emphasizing the gendered dynamics present in the character’s history. Nevertheless, the manga
is a fascinating crossover, presenting both a novel exploration of the iconic American superhero

and a distinct exploration of food, history, and identity.

[1] Stories in Marvel Comics tend to be set in real locations, whereas DC Cities are mostly the

fictional Metropolis or Gotham City.
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[Abstract]

One intriguing phenomenon found in Igboland, Nigeria, is the level of emotional outburst for
the Japanese people during and after the Second World War. Such emotions made some Igbo
communities to name their settlements after Japan. Equally intriguing is the fact that the
period of this new found love for Japan coincided with the colonial period when the Igbo as
part of Nigeria were under British colonial rule. Britain fought alongside the Allied Powers
while Japan fought alongside the Axis Powers. This stance of the Igho raises a fundamental
question as to how they were able to overcome opposition from the colonial authorities.
However, what is pertinent to unravel is what informed the new found favour for Japan and
not all the Axis Power nations assuming the Igbo were opposed to the Allied Powers war
efforts. How did the rationale for such new found friendship help in transforming the image of
Japan among the local people of the area bearing in mind the spate of propaganda against
Japan by the British during the colonial era. How had the people continued to keep alive their
love for Japan? These questions are pertinent as they would not only show why the Igbo are in
love with the Japanese to the detriment of their colonial masters but will also show what the
Igbo and the Japanese have in common which helped to foster that sympathy and drive to be
like Japan among such communities.

[Key words] Second World War, Japan's image, Igho communities, Colonial rule, Nigeria.
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