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Materials on the Evacuation of the Imperial Japanese Army Noborito

Laboratory to Nagano Prefecture: The Kami Ina Area (Ina Valley)

KINOSHITA Kenzo

Former Teacher, Nagano Prefecture Tatsuno High School

Summary

All documents from the Imperial Japanese Army Noborito Laboratory were disposed
of based on “Points Regarding the Handling of Special Research” (Tokushu kenkyi shori
yoryo), which was circulated by the Army Ministry's Military Affairs Bureau. Due to this
notification, at the laboratory’s evacuation sites in Nagano Prefecture, many documents
related to it were incinerated over the course of one week at Shinkeiji Temple (Miyada
Village; where headquarters were located), and the Nakazawa Kokumin School (where its
research division was located; currently Komagane Municipal Nakazawa Elementary
School).

While due to their disposal at the end of the war almost no materials related to the
Imperial Japanese Army Noborito Laboratory currently exist, one does remain: a document
dated August 31st, 1945 created by the Army Weapons Administrative Headquarters. It
describes the laboratory’s mission, evacuation site, composition, personnel, research, and so
on. However, its major research on biochemical weapons, counterfeit currency, and so on is
nowhere to be found.

There are two types of evacuation plan documents created by Technician Major
Shigeo Ban. They both are about the laboratory’s manufacturing plant, which had been
evacuated to Ina Village (today Higashi Ina, Komagane City), and entitled “Ina Village Plant
Construction Work Allocation Plan” and “Report on Ina Village Plant Buildings and Area
Measurements.” Based on the plan that in June 1945 construction would be completed and
research would begin, they describe construction responsibilities, the people in charge, dates
of departure to evacuation sites, and so on.

Most of the evacuation sites of the laboratory were schools. Many of them had been
used as munitions factories. Recently, evacuation documents from Nakazawa Seinen School
and Iijima Kokumin School were discovered, making the situation during evacuation clear.
The laboratory’s Nakazawa Plant used a school from April 1945 to March 1946. During this

time students’ classes were suspended, and they were mobilized to work in the laboratory’s
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plants and such. A document dated October 25th states that after the end of the war the
GHQ visited evacuation sites and seized weapons and the like. This made clear the time

when the GHQ came to the Kami Ina area.

Keywords : The Imperial Japanese Army Noborito Laboratory’s Evacuation to Nagano
Prefecture, Imperial Japanese Army Noborito Laboratory Ina Village Plant Evacuation
Document, Imperial Japanese Army Noborito Laboratory Nakazawa Seinen Gakkou
Evacuation Document, Imperial Japanese Army Noborito Laboratory Iijima Kokumin
Gakkou (National Elementary School) Evacuation Document, Points Regarding the Handling

of Special Research (Tokushu kenkyi shori yoryo)
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