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ACIE A

The Scientists and Engineers Who Collaborated for Research and
Development in the Japanese Imperial Army 9th Military Laboratory

MATSUNO Seiya
Ph.D. (History)

Summary

Based on the research and development at the Japanese Imperial Army 9th Military
Laboratory (“Noborito Laboratory”) at the end of the Asia Pacific War (WWII), this paper
elucidates the names and research themes of scientists and engineers from new document.
This document is a summary of research by outsourced scientists and engineers entrusted
by the Ordnance Administration Headquarters of the Japanese Imperial Army in 1945.
Immediately before Japan was defeated in the war, the Imperial Japanese Army General
Staff Office (“Sanbo Honbu”) was expecting the emergence of the new weapons developed
by this laboratory in preparation for the “Battles on Mainland Japan” (“the Hondo Kessen”).
However, at that time, no research was being conducted that was up to the expectations of
the Imperial Japanese Army General Staff Office. The General Staff Office was the absorbed
in the preparations for the “Battles on Mainland Japan” (“the Hondo Kessen”).

Taking the case of the researcher Sakuhei Fujiwara, who was involved in the
development of the Japanese Paper Balloon Bomb, as an example, this paper examines his
view of the “Great East Asia War” and his cooperation in the execution of the war, while
attempting to identify how he perceived the role of scientists and technology in it. This
paper analyzed the reason and background behind the change of his perceptions after the
defeat of Japan. Based on his words and actions discussed in this paper, this paper suggests
that he was driven by a narrow-minded chauvinistic nationalism to blindly follow the

government and that this was one of the factors that led him to cooperate during the war.

Keywords: military mobilization of science, war cooperation of scientists and engineers, war

and science, the Japanese Paper Balloon Bomb, Sakuhei Fujiwara
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