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AR

The Research and Development Collaboration of Scientists and Engineers

on Balloon Bomb at the Imperial Japanese Army 9th Military Laboratory

MATSUNO Seiya
Ph.D. (History)

Summary

This study elucidated an overall understanding of the collaboration between scientists
and engineers on the research and development of the Japanese Paper Balloon Bomb at
the Imperial Japanese Army 9" Military Laboratory (‘Noborito Laboratory”). The Noborito
Laboratory mobilized scientists and engineers for the research and development of the
Japanese Paper Balloon Bomb from January 31, 1942, through a part-time employment
system. This peaked between May and July 1944 and in total 17 scientists and engineers
were involved.

This study also examined the role of an engineer at the Central Meteorological
Observatory, Hidetoshi Arakawa, as an example of the role of scientists in the research and
development of the Japanese Paper Balloon Bomb. Arakawa’s research demonstrated the
technological efficacy of the Japanese Paper Balloon Bomb, and this was a trigger for the
Imperial Japanese Army to promote its research and development. Subsequently, it is clear
that the role of scientists in the research and development of the Japanese Paper Balloon

Bomb was extremely important.

Keywords: the Japanese Paper Balloon Bumb, Scientist, Engineer, Hidetoshi Arakawa
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