Report on Sabbatical Activities

James A. Elwood

During my 12-month sojourn in Hawaii, I devoted time to several research projects. In

this essay, I will briefly summarize the results of my stay.

First, I dealt with five co-authored articles, two of which are currently undergoing
review, and two more of which are in preparation. These are extensions of my ongoing
research interests. More specifically, one deals with perceptions of and results of flipped
classroom pedagogy in EFL classrooms in Malaysia, the Philippines, and Japan; we are

awaiting the review results from the LET Journal.

The second article is with a research team based at Chiba University that looks at
English education for young learners in Japan in general. This specific article addresses
the rate and nature of phoneme acquisition of very young learners in both their native
language, Japanese, and their L2, English. As with the first result, this is currently under

review with the JACET Journal.

The third article is a piece that I co-authored some years ago, and with Dan Isbell’s
assistance I have revised and expanded it. It is a Facets study dealing with the respective
effects on presentation performance by time (day of the week), friendship, and—of
primary interest—mode of evaluation. This study was conducted in the early 2010s, but

with the Covid-19 pandemic and the subsequent utilization of digital modes of



instruction and evaluation, the issue of the equivalency of evaluation mode is of
considerable importance. This will be submitted shortly to Language Learning &

Technology.

The fourth article, which is in preparation, deals with the somewhat esoteric topic of
maritime literature, which my co-author and I define to include literature specifically
about the sea (e.g., Moby-Dick and The Sea Wolf) as well as literature beholden to the
sea for its context. This falls under the broad aegis of literature situated in a particular
occupational context (e.g., Western literature about frontier themes). Our particular
purpose is a series of manuscripts exploring and extolling the pedagogical possibilities
of such occupational literature, both for its intrinsic usefulness as an object of study and
for its use in cross-cultural or anthropological studies. My time in Hawaii was
particularly beneficial for this article because Hawaii has a strong focus on Polynesian
culture and literature, which is quite logically based on the maritime context extant in
Hawaii and all its Pacific cousins (Tonga, Samoa, New Zealand, Tahiti, Fiji, and many
more). The Hamilton Library at UH-Manoa has an extensive collection of material on
maritime literary traditions and anthropology, which has allowed us to broaden and

strengthen the scope of this manuscript and the ones to follow.

In addition, I made a trip to Arizona in the US in February of 2025 to work with a
colleague on yet another area of interest, virtual exchange and its challenges in various
contexts. Originally funded in part by The Stevens Initiative, this project is ongoing and
is being conducted by a very international research group of about 10 scholars located in

five countries, and the current focus is a book chapter that will be published in 2025.



Finally, I devoted time to an EFL textbook based on critical thinking skills. Targeting
1 and 2"-year university EFL students, this book incorporates my own original
material gleaned from 30+ years of classroom teaching. It has been published by

Cengage/National Geographic and has been on sale since April 1, 2025.

In addition, I was able to engage in discussions with the faculty and students in the
Department of Second Language Studies at UH-Manoa. My host, Daniel Isbell, is an
accomplished ESL statistician and currently serves as the assistant editor at Language
Learning (a prominent ESL/EFL journal); his statistics expertise dovetails very well

with my own research.
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(Japanese translation: Claude Sonnet 4)



