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Robert E. Gilbert, Dept of Political Science,
Lectures Aug 4, 11, 13

(1) The Expansion of Presidential Power and Prestige in the United States: Roles Played by the
Contemporary American President in the National and International Arenas and Factors Involved in

the Development of Executive Power.

Since the time of the first President of the United States, George Washington, to Barack
Obama, the 43™ president, the range of presidential activities and responsibilities has
increased greatly. In both domestic and international arenas, contemporary presidents now
play roles that their predecessors did not and were not expected to play. Various factors
explain this, including the changing world environment, Congress’s role, and the attitudes

and expectations of the American people themselves.

(2) The Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962: John F. Kennedy as President of the United States and Crisis

Manager.

The Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 was almost certainly the most dangerous confrontation
between the US and the Soviet Union during the Cold War. It occurred about one year after
the Bay of Pigs (Cuba) invasion, authorized by Kennedy in his early days as President, had
failed to lead to the expected popular uprising and overthrow of Cuba’s Fidel Castro. But
what did JFK learn from this failure? The Cuban Missile Crisis suggests he continued to
dominate the decision-making processes, refusing to allow Congress or his own advisors to

lead him into decisions he thought were unwise.

(3) The Impact of Illness on the American Presidency: The Cases of Calvin Coolidge, Dwight

Eisenhower, Lyndon B. Johnson and Ronald Reagan.

Illness has been a significant factor affecting the decision-making of leaders throughout the
world. This talk will focus on American Presidents and the impact their various physical or
psychological ailments had on their decisions, with serious consequences for the nation and

even the world.

Suggested Readings (R. Gilbert)

Psychological Dysfunction and Great Achievement: The Presidency of Lyndon B. Johnson, by R. E.
Gilbert. (attached)

Personal Tragedy and Presidential Performance: Calvin Coolidge as Legislative Leader. By Robert E.

Gilbert (attached)
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Dave Schmitt, Dept of Political Science
August 4, 5, 8 at 11:40

1. US Foreign Policy: Diplomacy and International Organizations. President Obama’s
foreign policy will be examined and compared with earlier American presidents. The foreign
policy-making process will be explained and illustrated by considering contemporary
international economic, environmental, and other issues. The US role on the world stage will be
analyzed. International obstacles and opportunities for the US and world community will be

assessed. Throughout there will be reference to the US/Japanese relationship.

2. US National Security Policy. An overview of contemporary US national security problems
will be presented. Basic concepts such as the security dilemma will be assessed from the
perspective of US policy makers. Emphasis will also be placed on the issue of international and
domestic terrorism and strategies to combat terrorism. This lecture will also cover the problems

and processes of going to war. Implications for Japan will be included in this presentation

3. US National Security Policy: America’s current and possible future wars. This session will
briefly analyze the war in Afghanistan from the perspective of the US as well as Afghanistan,
Pakistan, and the international community. Special attention will be placed on the problem of
North Korea for the US and its Asian allies. The potential for war with Iran will be discussed.
Consideration will be given to threats and possible solutions for the future, including
international institutions, the zero nuclear option, etc. There will also be a discussion of key

lessons learned in the three sessions for the United States and Japan.

Suggested Readings (D. Schmitt):
A. “Pivoting from a War Footing, Obama Seeks to Curtail Drones,” New York Times, May 23,
2013.

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/24/us/politics/pivoting-from-a-war-footing-obama-acts-to-curtail -

drones.html?pagewanted=all
B. “Al Qaeda-Inspired Groups, Minus Goal of Striking U.S.,” New York Times, October 27,
2012

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/28/world/middleeast/al-qaeda-inspired-groups-minus-goal-

of-striking-us.html?pagewanted=all

C. “U.S. Is Exploring Talks With Iran on Crisis in Iraq,” New York Times, June 16, 2014

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/17/world/middleeast/us-and-iran-signaling-new-joint-effor

t-in-iraqg-crisis.html?hp& r=0




Philip D’Agati, Dept of Political Science
Lectures: August 5, 6, 7

Lecture 1: Olympics, Politics, and the Surrogate War

This lecture will be an introduction to the utilization of the Olympics and other International Sports
competitions as an extension of foreign policy objectives. We will overview the use of Sports in politics for
the past century and look at recent examples. We will conclude by looking at the concept of a surrogate
war and show how Sports, as a surrogate war, has become a very effective avenue for less violent interstate

conflict.

Lecture 2: Tokyo 2020: A City’s Need and a Nation’s Desire
This lecture covers the 2020 Summer olympics bid process, in which Tokyo won the bid to be
host. Students will be introduced to the basics of the bidding process, the three candidates for the 2020
Summer Olympics, and Tokyo’s chances of winning. The lecture will go into detail on the value of Hosting
the Games for Tokyo and for Japan. We will conclude by discussing the potential for a Tokyo Olympics and
the future of Japanese Olympic interests in 2020 and beyond.

Lecture 3: Senkaku

This lecture introduces students to the history behind the Senkaku Dispute as a precursor to understanding
the current posturing between China and Japan over the Senkaku islands. We will discuss Japanese and
Chinese interests in the islands and the reason for recent saber rattling over the islands by both states. By
application of International Relations theory and Game theory, we will establish the potential outcomes for

this dispute.

Readings (P. D’Agati)

“Surrogate Wars: Fields of Competition for States” (attached)

“Presentation by the Tokyo 2020 Bid Committee at the IOC Session in Buenos Aires
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=frLZeeU9760 Please watch the entire video.

UNISCIDP32-1: “THE SENKAKU/DIAOYU ISLANDS TERRITORIAL DISPUTE BETWEEN JAPAN
AND CHINA: BETWEEN THE MATERIALIZATION OF THE “CHINA THREAT” AND JAPAN
“REVERSING THE OUTCOME OF WORLD WAR II”? ~ Pg 10 - 21. (attached)

“Senkaku/Diaoyu: Islands of Conflict” (attached)
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Peter Simon, Dept of Economics.

Aug 6,7, 11

(1) Abenomics, US central bank, the Great Recession, and fiscal policy. Questions about TPP.

(2) Economics of the drug war in the US and Japan;

(3) US and Japanese national debt: the threat of bankruptcy and the fate of our grandchildren, the concerns
of paralyzed US Congress, the sequester, and the debt ceiling.

References (P. Simon)
Abenomics

http://qz.com/re/abenomics/

National debt of Japan
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/globalbusiness/10233284/1000000000000000-the-size-of-Japans-nation
al-debt.html

http://news.stanford.edu/news/2014/march/hoshi-japan-economy-032714.html

war on drugs
http://bjc.oxfordjournals.org/content/35/4/491.abstract

David Rochefort, Dept of Political Science.

HEALTH REFORM IN THE UNITED STATES (Aug, 12, 9:50)

After nearly a century of struggling with the issue, the United States finally adopted a national health reform
program in 2012. This presentation will examine the strategy of reform now being implemented in the
United States, considering its differences from health policy approaches followed in other nations around the

world.

POLITICAL LANGUAGE AND POLICY DEBATE (Aug, 12, 11:40)

The use of language plays a critical role in the policy process by intensifying or moderating the level of
political conflict and shaping the definition of problems and solutions. This presentation will review
important insights from the field of political-language analysis with special focus on the ongoing American
health care debate.

AMERICA’S OLD AGE CRISIS (Aug 14, 11:40)
Like many other economically advanced nations, the United States faces a serious challenge due to the
growing number of older people in society. This presentation will review the public policy dimensions of

this situation, including the debate over transforming Social Security, America’s biggest social program.
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Readings (D.Rochefort)
“The Rhetoric of Crisis and Implementing the Affordable Care Act” (PDF attached)

“The Baby Boomers and Social Security” (PDF attached)

Video http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-Ilc5xK2 E
Special Terms

Partisan

Coverage

Pre-existing condition

High risk pools

Medicare

Medicaid

Health care exchange

Affordable Care Act = Obamacare

HiH

Claudia Larson, Dept of Political Science
Lectures: August 8, 13, and 14, at 9:50

Political Culture & National Identity: Explanation & Effects

This lecture series will push students to consider the connection between government action and a nation’s
history, national identity, political culture, institutional design, and citizen activism and participation as well
as the connections between these various political elements themselves — connections that appear in
arguably all nations. Thus, although these lectures will primarily present information regarding the United
States’ government system and American politics, they will involve numerous discussions with students
regarding Japanese history and political culture, Japan’s national identity, the government institutions in

Japan, and Japanese citizens’ involvement in government and politics.

The discussions that focus on political and government factors in Japan will be open forums during which
students will actively contribute to the lecture series, providing their firsthand knowledge of Japanese
politics and components of government. By drawing comparisons between political factors in Japan and the
same political factors in America, the lectures will highlight commonalities to demonstrate how various
political elements within any nation can hold significant relationships with each other, with these

relationships often powerfully influencing government actions.

The lecture series will begin by discussing America’s political culture and national identity, guided by the
following questions: What does it mean to be an “American?” How does U.S. political culture inform

Americans’ understanding of who they are as a nation, and how does this national identity affect the

11



evolution of U.S. political culture? How does American political culture, America’s national identity, and

their intertwined relationship compare to the same political elements in Japan?

After answering these questions, the lectures will investigate the connections between American political
culture/national identity and various features of the U.S. political system, including the design of America’s

national institutions and power relationships within the U.S. political system.

Finally, then the lectures will use the American Presidency to examine the evolution of the American
political system, answering broader questions about political evolution, such as: Why do political

institutions change dramatically? What affects how institutions change?

Key Terms
Political Culture, National Identity, Government Institutions, Liberty, Equality, Democracy, Rule of Law,

Individualism

Readings (to be done in the order listed) (C. Larson)

Excerpts from (a .pdf of each excerpt provided):

O’Neil, Patrick H. 2010. Essentials of Comparative Politics, Third Edition. New York: W. W.
Norton & Company, Inc.

Elkins, David J. and Richard E. B. Simeon. 1979. “A Cause in Search of Its Effect, or What
Does Political Culture Explain.” Comparative Politics. 11: 127-145.

Lockhart, Charles. 1997. “Political Culture and Political Change.” In Culture Matters: Essays in
Honor of Aaron Wildavsky, edited by Richard J. Ellis and Michael Thompson, 91-104.
Boulder, CO: Westview Press.
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