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Johnny George book recommendations for
1* year students at Meiji

YVa—y, YVa=—. E
(HATEERG PR SiEY) ?

I find it difficult to narrow down a recommend list to just three, but
found it a worthy challenge. I want to present a diversity of genres,
while choosing books that have been popular and accessible to large
audiences. I have really enjoyed reading these books and I hope you
can enjoy and learn as much from them as I have.

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Rebecca Skloot,
Crown 2010.

Skloot reveals the surprising origin of the Hela .

cell, an immortal cell line critical to scientific 1””8536;:
research. The original HeLa cells were taken from a HENR]HM

poor African-American tobacco farmer named ]_A[KS m
Henrietta Lacks, who went to the hospital for cancer : .@

treatment. Although the HeLa cell has been critical
for developing major research in areas as diverse as
vaccine development and genetic mapping, Lack’s family has never
benefitted from her research contribution—in fact they live in poverty
and cannot afford health insurance. This book intersects ethics with

science, social class and race, and sharply brings to focus the
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underlying issues with inequality in the United States. We learn how
unconscious bias and indifference to inequality produce unjust

outcomes in society.

This Means This and That Means That, Sean Hall,
Laurence King Publishing, 2nd edition 201 2

This textbook serves as a great introduction to
the basics of semiotics, the theory of signs. Signs re-
fer to ideas, along with their meaning, transmission
and interpretation. Hall introduces basic semiotic
concepts in an extremely assessable way with clear
examples, colorful pictures and humorous anecdotes.
True beginners can learn and apply basic concepts of semiotic analy-

sis almost immediately.

The Hunger Games Trilogy, Suzanne Collins (The Hunger
Games 2009, Catching Fire 2010, Mockingjay 2010),

Scholastic Press. The Hunger Games series presents

HUNLG
E

E
S
a dystopian future where people serve as tributes as @
a proxy for war. We also experience the coming of \

. . .. SUZANNE
age of the heroine Katniss Everdeen. Collins’ intend- COLLINS

ed audience is young adults (13 to 19 years old) so
the English is relatively accessible. Nevertheless, the
main character, plot and themes are compelling to readers of all ages.
Hunger Games represents many of the challenges and anxieties we
face as a society. I also found it an insatiable read and far better than

the movies (which were actually quite good).
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