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Thomas J. Vicino, Dept. of Political Science

Lecture 1: Perspectives on Urbanization
This lecture examines the various social scientific perspectives on urbanization. The growth and 
decline of the city and rise of the suburbs will be explored in a comparative scope. Examples of the 
public and private sector’s role in urbanization will be reviewed.

Lecture 2: Globalization and the City
This lecture examines the urban impact of globalization and the role of cities in the process of 
globalization. The relationship between the global scale and city scale will be explored in context of 
social, economic, and political processes. Examples of global cities will be reviewed.

Lecture 3: Perspectives on Urban Sustainability
This lecture examines the sustainability movement in an urban environment. The impact of the 
movement’s three dimensions of sustainability (social, economic, environmental) on cities will be 
explored. Examples of sustainable development projects will be reviewed.

Gordana Rabrenovic, Dept. of Sociology-Anthropology

Immigration:

This session will address ethnic and racial diversity of US. It will examine the impact of immigration 
policy on socio-demographic character of the US population. It will also examine how racial and 
ethnic conflict has developed between and within different groups in the US as well as possible
solution to this problem. There are two reading for this class:

Education:

The education system of United States is based on a premise that public education is a tool for 
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social mobility, and that all students should have equal opportunity to achieve as much education 
as possible irrespective of the economic or social status. In reality students have unequal access to 
quality education and an achievement gap exists between different ethnic, racial and social class 
groups. The session will address reasons for those gaps and the ways to address them.

Conflict and Violence:

The goal of this session is to address the changing nature of conflict and violence in United States. 
The session will address different type of violence including interpersonal violence, hate crime, 
urban crime, juvenile violence, and domestic violence. The session will also discuss different 
solutions to conflict and violence including zero tolerance policies and community policing.

Claudia Larson, Dept. of Political Science

Political Culture & National Identity: Explanation & Effects

This lecture series will push students to consider the connection between government action and a 
nation’s history, national identity, political culture, institutional design, and citizen activism and 
participation as well as the connections between these various political elements themselves –
connections that appear in arguably all nations. Thus, although these lectures will primarily present 
information regarding the United States’ government system and American politics, they will involve 
numerous discussions with students regarding Japanese history and political culture, Japan’s 
national identity, the government institutions in Japan, and Japanese citizens’ involvement in 
government and politics.

The discussions that focus on political and government factors in Japan will be open forums during 
which students will actively contribute to the lecture series, providing their firsthand knowledge of 
Japanese politics and components of government. By drawing comparisons between political 
factors in Japan and the same political factors in America, the lectures will highlight commonalities 
to demonstrate how various political elements within any nation can hold significant relationships 
with each other, with these relationships often powerfully influencing government actions.

The lecture series will begin by discussing America’s political culture and national identity, guided 
by the following questions: What does it mean to be an “American,” and where does this 
self-understanding originate? How does U.S. political culture inform Americans’ understanding of 
who they are as a nation, and how does this national identity affect the evolution of U.S. political 
culture? How does American political culture, America’s national identity, and their intertwined 
relationship compare to the same political elements in Japan?

After answering these questions, the lectures will investigate the connections between American 
political culture/national identity and various features of the U.S. political system, including the 
design of America’s national institutions and power relationships within the U.S. political system.

Then the lectures will use the American Presidency to examine the evolution of the American 
political system, answering broader questions about political evolution, such as: Why do political 
institutions change dramatically? What affects how institutions change?
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Finally, the lectures will explore the large shifts in political culture that have occurred throughout 
America’s history, searching for causes and long term effects of such culture shifts by briefly 
discussing the historical reality of the political factors examined throughout the lecture series. The 
final lecture will end with students using the ideas presented and issues raised in the lectures to 
theorize about where they expect to see dramatic cultural shifts and/or institutional changes around 
the world in the future.

Dave Schmitt, Dept. of Political Science

Lecture 1: US Foreign Policy—Diplomacy and International Organizations

President Obama’s foreign policy will be examined and compared with earlier American presidents. 
The foreign policy-making process will be explained and illustrated by considering contemporary
international economic, environmental, and other issues. The US role on the world stage will be 
analyzed. International obstacles and opportunities for the US and world community will be 
assessed. Throughout there will be reference to the US/Japanese relationship.

Lecture 2: US National Security Policy

An overview of contemporary US national security problems will be presented. Basic concepts 
such as the security dilemma will be assessed from the perspective of US policy makers. Emphasis
will also be placed on the issue of international and domestic terrorism and strategies to combat 
terrorism. This lecture will also cover the problems and processes of going to war. Implications for 
Japan will be included in this presentation

Lecture 3: US National Security Policy—America’s current and possible future wars

This session will briefly analyze the war in Afghanistan from the perspective of the US as well as 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and the international community. Special attention will be placed on the 
problem of North Korea for the US and its Asian allies. The potential for war with Iran will be 
discussed. Consideration will be given to threats and possible solutions for the future, including 
international institutions, the zero nuclear option, etc. There will also be a discussion of key lessons 
learned in the three sessions for the United States and Japan.

Guy Bellino, Dept. of Political Science

Lecture 1: What is sustainability? 

Why is sustainability so vital to the globe and why is it of the utmost importance that 
advanced-industrialized countries, such as Japan and the United States, take a leading role in 
implementing sustainable development?

Lecture 2: Automobile fuel economy standards in the US

American energy policy necessitates a minimum fuel economy on vehicles. We’ll examine the 
American automobile industry and how America is dependent on motor vehicles. We’ll also address 
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how the American automobile industry relates to the Japanese automobile industry, and how we’ve 
arrived at this fuel economy policy in part because of that relationship.

Lecture 3:

We’ll be covering the case of Cape Wind, a proposed offshore wind farm in Massachusetts –
incidentally, the first offshore wind farm in the United States. This case will allow us to examine 
NIMBYism (not in my back yard) in the United States. We’ll also examine, as it applies to this case 
1) how Americans assign language and qualitative characteristics to a political issue in order to 
influence the outcome and 2) how dynamics of political power impact the policy process.

Philip D’Agati, Dept. of Political Science

Lecture 1: Olympics, Politics, and the Surrogate War

This lecture will be an introduction to the utilization of the Olympics and other International Sports 
competitions as an extension of foreign policy objectives. We will overview the use of Sports in 
politics for the past century and look at recent examples. We will conclude by looking at the concept 
of a surrogate war and show how Sports, as a surrogate war, has become a very effective avenue 
for less violent interstate conflict.

Lecture 2: Tokyo 2020: A City’s Need and a Nation’s Desire

This lecture covers the 2020 Summer Olympics bid process, in which Tokyo is a top contender for 
selection as host. Students will be introduced to the basics of the bidding process, the three 
candidates for the 2020 Summer Olympics, and Tokyo’s chances of winning. The lecture will go
into detail on the value of hosting the Games for Tokyo and for Japan. We will conclude by 
discussing the potential for a Tokyo Olympics and the future of Japanese Olympic interests in 2020 
and beyond.

Lecture 3: Senkaku

This lecture introduces students to the history behind the Senkaku Dispute as a precursor to 
understanding the current posturing between China and Japan over the Senkaku islands. We will 
discuss Japanese and Chinese interests in the islands and the reason for recent saber rattling over
the islands by both states. By application of International Relations theory and Game theory, we will 
establish the potential outcomes for this dispute.


