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BEEEN NFHUF - RN)LyF FUor=A BE2BRE GBHE)
#HLFELH : Crisis and Resilience of Liberal Democracy

JEET—Y : Democracy, democratic backsliding, populism and polarization
BRENE - RXIEZEBE -

Liberal democracy is undergoing a profound crisis. Economic stagnation, rising inequality, and unemployment
have deepened the divide between the winners and losers of globalization, intensifying social divisions and
polarization. Meanwhile, additional shocks such as mass migration and terrorism have fueled widespread
dissatisfaction with the liberal democratic model, paving the way for the rise of authoritarian and populist forces.

Against this backdrop, as Western powers struggle to maintain their international influence, alternative
governance models are gaining traction globally. The growing influence of authoritarian systems, exemplified by
China and Russia, has further eroded confidence in the ideals of Western liberal democracy. This course explores
the key themes, challenges, and transformations faced by Western democracies in this turbulent era.

Session 1: Introduction

Session 2: Conceptualizations of democracy
Session 3: Measures of democracy

Session 4: Democratic backsliding

Session 5: Democracy vs Autocracy

Session 6: Elections (Part I)

Session 7: Elections (Part II)

Session  8: Elections (Part III)

Session  9: Perils of Presidentialism

Session 10: Democratic backsliding in Venezuela
Session 11: Democratic backsliding in Hungary
Session 12: Democratic backsliding in Turkey
Session 13: Summary

Session 14: Students' presentations

Session 1: Introduction

Session  2: Definitions of populism

Session 3: Measures of populism

Session 4: Populism and liberal democracy

Session 5: What causes populism?

Session 6: Who votes for populist parties/leaders?

Session  7: Mini-research project on populism and its causes
Session  8: Polarization (Part 1)

Session  9: Polarization (Part II )

Session 10: Measuring polarization (workshop)
Session 11: Documentary

Session 12: Polarization and liberal democracy
Session 13: Summary

Session 14: Students' presentations

BRE - TRAKM
There is no specific textbook for this course. Weekly readings will be made available on the Oh-
o! Meiji learning platform.

ZEHFLEIIHIDIRE - ERFFEONE .
There are no prerequisites for this course. Since the course is taught in English, students are required to be able
to read and communicate in English. Active participation and an interest in contemporary politics are encouraged.
Students are expected to thoroughly review the assigned materials on their own before each class. Classes
will include individual and group presentations based on the readings, followed by in-class discussions or group
activities where active participation is essential. Additionally, students will occasionally present on their personal
research topics to contribute to a broader understanding of the subject matter.

RLAEETm 7 0%
Class participation: 50%

Presentations (Individual or Group): 25%
Report(s): 25%

K8 DL FF---Comparative Politics

HHE AE---No limit

H& A% --Open enrollment (English proficiency is required for this course).
BEHELIT—/E 20244 K- 20254EKE
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{B2FE : R, ACE, ¥PIRE

JEET— : Language Mysteries

RERE - BXIEBR

Language is an important tool we all use in our daily lives. We will go on a roundabout
tour of language concepts through the lens of sociolinguistics, and consider questions
such as: What is the relationship between culture and language? Do Japanese and English
speakers really communicate differently? What happens if a child begins life without
language? How do first language and second language acquisition differ? How does an
artificial language differ from a natural language?

We will use various media to explore language. You will have discussions in groups and
as a class. You will lead the class on linguistic related topics of your choice. You will learn
Toki Pona.

The primary aims of this course are for you to:

1. Improve your ability to comprehend English texts

2. Think critically about various social issues

3. Discuss and exchange ideas with your peers

BEE - EREM

No text. Materials distributed to the class.
REREEIHTEORE - EHEZBEORNE -

Applicants should have the confidence to speak or read in English. The class will be
decided based on a self-introduction and a short writing response.

JBEEHE L, WEECHT B3R ABE R > T RERH Y 3, 77 Ak, ACHNE
HOIA4 74 v IEICHE IO TRESNE T,

(B PEDGE., FrEo&M 2 THAICIE, BEEE A/B & LT EHEOADEEDT
HOoNET, IOV TRBRAFOFHFEL TEMHVEDLE (LI v,)
RAEETAR 75 3% -

Participation 30% Quizzes 20% Short writing 20% Leading class discussion 30%

This class can be taken for 2 ACE credits.
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JEET— : The Meiji Restoration and Meiji Constitution

BREAR - BXIEBE -

This course will help students develop field-specific English reading and writing skills
through joint readings and discussion of scholarly texts.

A main focus of this course will be on English-language discussions of the Meiji
Restoration and Meiji Constitution as epochal turning points in the making of modern
Japan, with a view also to the postwar “symbol monarchy.”

Readings on these topics will include passages from English-language textbooks
and research publications on Meiji Japan as well as comparative analyses of “modern
revolutions” and the constitution of “modern society.”

As a rule, readings assigned will be available in Japanese translation as well. Students
less assured of their English reading skills may therefore consult available Japanese
translations, enhancing their active vocabularies and familiarity with English expressions
in this fashion. Classroom discussion, however, will be in English, and students will be
required to submit English resumes on a regular basis.

Students may also choose to embark on individual study projects in the course of the
academic year on subjects related to the themes of the course. You could, for example,
opt to study a particular political thinker or actor more closely, or engage with a concept
or issue that has sparked your interest. But this is an option, not a requirement.

BEE - ERAEM

There is no textbook for this class. Joint readings will be distributed in class. Students
who want to engage in individual study projects will learn how to find and work with
library resources.

RERLEIHTEORE - E#HFEZBEORNE -

Students are required to prepare joint readings (consulting existing Japanese translations
as needed), actively participate in classroom discussion, and submit resumes (or report on
individual research) in English on a regular basis.

RARETAR 75 3% -
Class participation: 30%
Resumes or reports: 70%

B DHE 7 E---History of Political Thought, History of Modern Japan

3 & AB---10-12 students

S &A% --1If the number of applicants is higher, students will be selected for admission
through preliminary interviews
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JEET—Y : Japanese Culture in English for Cross—Cultural Exchanges

~EREXERRICAITTEETARXILEES~
BRERE - RRIZFER -

This Kyoyo Enshu seminar gives Seikei students the opportunity to study Japanese culture in English. It draws
on experiences from university courses taught in English and from real cross-cultural exchanges between Japanese
and international students. In many of these situations, it was observed that students were unsure how to respond
when asked about Japanese culture or current events, showing a clear need for English support for deeper cultural
discussion that builds confidence and helps them express their ideas more smoothly.

With this in mind, the seminar is designed to help you grow into a confident communicator who can proudly
share Japanese culture with people from around the world. It pursues two main goals. First, it aims to equip you
with the ability to speak comfortably in English about your own culture and current events in Japan. Second, it
seeks to deepen your understanding of Japanese traditions, values, and contemporary issues, enabling you to
apply this knowledge in international settings, study-abroad programs, and cross-cultural exchanges.

Throughout the seminar, you will practice having more meaningful conversations on a range of topics as we
explore different aspects of Japanese culture and discuss how they relate to your own experiences, feelings, and
ideas. Topics include school life and education in Japan; social issues; traditions and customs such as New Year
celebrations and festivals; food culture; popular culture like music and fashion; and deeper cultural concepts such
as wabi-sabi, honne-tatemae, and sempai-kohai. Through these discussions, you will learn how to explain everyday
life in Japan to English speakers while expressing your values and beliefs, and you will also gain new ideas and
insights.

As you develop cultural awareness, communication skills, and critical thinking, you'll also learn how to
introduce and present Japanese culture in engaging and meaningful ways. You'll have opportunities to participate
in related activities such as sightseeing excursions, study tours, and cultural exchanges with international visitors.
In addition, guest speakers from both Japan and abroad may be invited to share real-life stories and diverse
perspectives, enriching your understanding. These will allow you to reflect on and compare Japanese ways of
thinking with those of other cultures.

#BRE - HRAEM -

There is no assigned textbook for this seminar. Handouts will also be given out in the course of the semester.

REALBICHTEIRE

This course invites curious, open-minded learners eager to challenge themselves by exploring Japanese culture from
new perspectives while enhancing their English communication skills and becoming culturally aware and internationally
minded Japanese. It is ideal for students who enjoy sharing their own culture with individuals from different countries
and are interested in participating in international or cross-cultural exchange, or who are seriously preparing for study
abroad.

This seminar counts as credit for the ACE Program, so classes and activities will be conducted in English. Students
need to have a level sufficient enough to follow discussions and class content. Japanese will be used only for explanations
of specific terms or cultural references.

You are expected to attend with the same level of commitment and active participation as other regular classes. Having
a positive and cooperative attitude is important, as many tasks involve working with classmates, exchanging ideas, and
supporting one another. You should feel comfortable speaking up, asking questions, and proactively contributing to a
friendly and collaborative learning environment.

- ¢ = N
RAEETll 5 3%

Attendance and class participation (30%), contribution to activities and in-class discussions (50%), written
assignments, presentations, and homework (20%)

% The seminar counts as 2 credit units toward fulfilling ACE Program completion requirements.

%&E@Eﬁ%ﬁj\ii’v---%reign language education, Japanese language and culture, communication
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?E%ﬂ- B : Asian politics, Politics of South Asia, Indian Ocean Politics, History of Political Thoughts,
Historical Development of International Relations

JEET—Y : Changing Power Dynamics of Asian Politics

RERE - BXIEBR

This course examines the evolving significance of Asian politics in the international
system, focusing on how historical, geopolitical, and economic factors have shaped the
region's current power dynamics. Asia's rise as a global powerhouse has not only shifted
the balance of power but has also established the region as a focal point for international
cooperation and competition. Students will explore the roles of key actors such as China,
India, Japan, South Korea and regional organizations, agencies and alliances while
critically analyzing the influence of external powers like the United States and its allies.

Through this course, students will gain insights into the region’s strategic importance,
particularly in the context of power dynamics, economic integration, security alliances,
and political transformations. By reviewing literature and engaging in discussions,
students will understand how Asia's internal and external dynamics contribute to its
prominence in shaping global power structures. This course will prepare students to
analyze complex political trends and their implications for the future of international
relations. Simultaneously, students will enhance their English proficiency by engaging with
English texts, developing their presentation and leadership skills through class activities
and discussions.

Themes for the individual study and joint readings can be selected from the theoretical
and empirical literature available on Asian politics.

BHE - ER%M

Asia Rising - A Handbook of History and International

Relations in East, South and Southeast Asia, Sahashi et al, 2024, Springer, Tokyo
ZEAFLEIHIIFE - ERFFEORNE -

Selected students are required to go through the assigned texts individually as well as
jointly. All students should actively engage in class discussion during the entire academic
year/semester. Moreover, students will be given individual and group presentations based
on the reading materials and their research interests. Students anticipating composing
a dissertation/ research paper must do the progress presentation and submit a research
paper at the end of the academic year.

RRAEETlE 5%

Class Participation: 40%

Literature review (reading text): 30%

Individual Presentations: 30%

B DME 7 E---Asian Politics, Politics of South Asia, Indian Ocean Politics

3H& AB---Up to 20 students

S &A% --1If the number of applicants is higher than 20, students will be selected for
admission through a preliminary interview
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