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Solidarity, Conflict, and the Space in Between
—Political Relations between Asians, Blacks, and Latinos in the U.S.—

By XJIL.
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In the U.S., White allyship is not the only— or even the most important— source of political power for non-Whites.
In 2020, the Hmong American cop who stood a few steps away and held back the crowd while his White colleague

kneeled on top of George Floyd personifies dominant narratives of Asian-Latino and Asian-Black relations in the
U.S.. At best, Asian Americans have been apathetic to injustices committed against Latino and Black Americans; at

worst, they have been active perpetrators. Yet, Asian Americans are themselves no strangers to racial discrimination.

Is it a matter of inevitability that Asian differences from Blacks and Latinos drive them down separate, and
sometimes conflicting, paths? Or can their commonalities-- in experiences and identity-- motivate political allyship?
This lecture (and a book project of the same title) answers these questions by distinguishing between in-group
versus out-group racial discrimination, as well as expressive versus instrumental interests. Through three empirical

studies focusing on undocumented/ illegal immigration, affirmative action, and Black Lives Matter protests in the
U.S. and the examination of solidarity and conflict between Asian and non-Asian migrants outside of the U.S. in
France, Canada, and Japan, it arrives at the answer that the racial order which “triangulates” Asian Americans as
“middlemen” between Blacks, Latinos and Whites does not inevitably lead to conflict. Solidarity is possible when
Asian Americans not only perceive racial discrimination against themselves, but against Blacks and Latinos as well;
when they not only perceive utilitarian interests, but also identity-based interests with Blacks and Latinos.
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Fan Lu is assistant professor of Political Studies at Queen’s University in
Canada. Dr. Lu earned an undergraduate degree in Economics from Emory
University and a doctorate degree in Political Science from the University of
California, Davis. At Queen’s University, Dr. Lu writes and teaches courses
on comparative politics as well as gender politics, with an emphasis on
issues related to race and immigration. Dr. Lu is one of three principal
investigators on a 2023-2028 grant funded by the Canadian Social Sciences
and Humanities Research Council to examine how non-White Canadians
understand race. Dr. Lu’s research has been published or is forthcoming in
outlets such as Politics, Groups and Identities, Social Science Quarterly,
and the International Journal of Public Opinion Research.
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