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— Abstract — 2

The Birth, Aging, Illness & Death Depicted in Japanese Poems

Kaneyama Akio

This paper deals with the four inevitabilities in human life... “birth”, “aging”, “disease” and “death”...
featured in Japanese poetry. Due to the vast amount of materials at hand, it was impossible to put
in all chapters about four inevitabilities in such a limited space. So I decided to deal with “birth” and
“death” in this paper, leaving the other two chapters published in the other university journal.

I have started my research in the field of life and death studies by grouping waka since Manyo
era into four categories according to the inevitabilities in human life. Now I've come to deal with
amateur writings put in tanka and haiku columns in newspapers. In this way, I am planning to bring
out the essence of Japanese view of life and death.

First, on poetry regarding “aging”. Since ancient times in Japan, aging was not necessarily con-
sidered something to hate and avoid, but a path to deeper understanding of the meaning of life, as
evidenced by the writings by Zeami. In his Hushikadenn, Zeami portrayed the beauty of arts through
the performer’s aging process. He described the natural beauty embodied in teenage performers as
“Jibun no Hana” and their maturing beauty as “Makoo no Hana”. But he does not end there. On top
of it he saw the ultimate beauty in a wilting flower, the beauty that transcended the natural limit of
performer’s skills.

Zeami casted okina in his noh plays. Folk plays found across Japan also have featured okina and
ouna that represented the bridge between life and death, this world and the next world.

The poets dealt here that deepened their lives in this way are Kanseki Hashi, Isamu Yoshii,
Kanoko Okamoto, Ichinen Somiya and Kosyu Itoh.

Regarding “death”, the leading contemporary poet, Mokichi Saito set the model of how Japa-
nese people have accepted their own death. It can be said that his attitude toward aging, disease
and death deepened while accompanying his mother through to her death. In addition to that, his
understanding of death deepened with the process of ancient community customs...end-of-life care,
corpse cleansing, encoffinment, wake, funeral, coffin transport to the crematory and bone picking.
As the rituals proceeded, he also proceeded his own process of dying slowly. A harsh but humorous
acceptance is poetically portrayed, leaving behind a model of how to face death for us.

In this chapter, I have developed my insights about poems written by Tekkyuu Tsubono, Fumi
Saito, Yatsuka Ishihara, Bishuu Origasa, Kasei Murakosi and Kenji Miyazawa.

It goes without saying that the four inevitabilities were for the first time spoken about by
Shakyamuni Buddha. The poets referred to in this paper also tried to overcome transience of life in

their own way.
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A Reconstruction of the Section on the National Administration
of Rice Paddies Under the Taiho Code as an Approach
to the Ritsuryo State Policy of Land and the Chronicle of Japan

Yosammura Takehiko

The author attempts to reconstruct the Section on the National Administration of Rice Paddies
under the Taiho Code (enacted in 701) based on the Chronicle of Japan, compiled in 720. When the
Chronicle of Japan was in the process of being compiled in the 710’s, the Taiho Code was in effect,
and consequently, some descriptions in the Chronicle of Japan were under the influence of the Taiho
Code. Yet, researches into the Taiho Code from the standpoint of the Chronicle of Japan have not
been explored. A reconstruction of the Taiho Code is extremely important because the Taiho Code
itself no longer exists, while the Yoro Code (enacted in 718) is almost fully re-written in the Rya-no-
gige [47%%fM] and the Ryo-no-shiige [4748:f# ], both of which were collections of explanatory notes
on the Yoro Code. While the former was compiled in 833 by the national government, the latter was
compiled by Koremure no Naomoto in the late ninth century.

Previously, such a reconstruction has been done referring to the notes in the Section of Ancient
Matters, which was an explanatory note on the Taiho Code in the Ryo-no-shiige. Some researchers
also refer to the Later Chronicle of Japan, compiled in 797, to reconstruct the Taiho Code because
some of the codes and articles related to the Taiho Code are included.

Among the articles in the Chronicle of Japan, codes in the Taiho Code were most frequently
referred to in the section on the imperial edicts of the Taika Reforms in 645. Indeed, the Chronicle of
Japan was compiled so that readers would get the impression that the 7itsuryd code originated from
the Taika Reforms. The author re-examines previous researches, especially by the late Professor
Kishi Toshio, on relationships between the imperial edicts of the Taika Reforms and the Taiho Code.
The author further clarifies that the national government conducted exhaustive surveys of families
and rice paddies in the process of the Taika Reforms in the late seventh century, and also considers
some historical factors that necessitated these surveys.

Furthermore, the author calls for the attention to tax on rice paddies under the Section on the
National Administration of Rice Paddies. The tax on rice paddies was unique to Japan because in
China peasants paid tax in the form of “labor service.” In Japan, tax on rice paddies was already
evident in the Kiyomihara Code, enacted in 689. The author also examines the origins of this tax on
rice paddies in the context of the Chronicle of Japan, especially the section on the imperial edicts of
the Taika Reforms. Finally, the author points out again that, while only one article defined a code
that rice paddies were offered to individuals every six years in the Yoro Code, the same definitions

were codified in two articles in the Taiho Code.
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